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Here having been a "great Conteſt, concerning 
the Liberty I have taken of tranſlating, this 
Book, and my Reputation being cloſely attacked 
upon that Account, I think my ſelf obliged to 
acquaint the World, that I neither ſtole a Copy, 
nor forged one; 1 had no Hand in puſhing the Ori- 
ginal abroad; and I am pretty well aſſured, it is 
Genuine, as Mr. Wiltinſon, the Overſeer of Dr. 
Burnett's Will, to the Letter I ſent upon that Sub- 
jet, has returned no. Declaration to the Contrary : 
If there is another more improved Copy, with the 

Doctors Additions, it does not effect the Tran- 
TT. nor my Remarks, becauſe I have tranſlated 
on Doctor's printed Thoughts; his pri- 
vate Emendations, are very little to the Publick ; 

and I have ſurely a Liberty of making Remarks up- 
on a printed Book. 7 

I have very little regard to my being thieatned 
with an Injunction in chat ery, to prevent my anſwe- 
ring Dr. Burnett. Thoſe imes are over, and ne 
Precedent I am ſure will be made of that Na- 
ute, the preſent judge of the Court, being a Ferlon, 
do more Candour and Ingenuity, than to be 
pon that Head. 

As the Book is publiſhed without wy Faults? the 
| Doty s Friends have nothing to do, but to make 
3 of that Accident, It he has 1 Un * of 
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. from the Lain Wah N upon aig 
Chapter, and an Anſwer to all the Hereſies therein, 


By MaTTHias EanBuny, - 
Presbyter of the Cuuxcn of ENGLAND. 


But the SOULS of the Ric ar te Hend of 60D, _— 
and there ſhall no T rment touch them. _ 

In the Sight of the Unwiſe, they. ſeemed to die, and their Pe- _ - = 
parture is taken for Miſery. 5. 

And their going from us, to be utter Dell, but they are _- 
in . Wild, il. I, 2 3. 
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FTE) Have okten reflected upon the 
C.urioſity ot our Exgliſb Nation, 
at this preſent Time, in ſearch- 
ing Records and Antiquity to 
c find their Anceſtors; and how 
fond they are of accumulated Honours | in their 


Families. 


A T the ſame Time, likewiſe, we might 
expect ſome Share of Curioſity, in ſearching 


the State their Anceſtors are 1n, as to Peace 
and 
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ds of Ages bet wixt Death 


THESE are curious Speculations into a 


3 State more dark than the moſt remote Anti- 


uity, where few Monuments, or Lights, are 
et up, and fewer People will go to bring back 
an exact Plan of that Place. 


A8 Your LoxDSHIT is an wniverſal 


Patron of the learned, I preſent that polite 


Man, Doctor Burnett, to Your Protection, 1 
corrected as to ſeveral Errors: And, with 


him, I preſume to introduce what Diſcoveries 
T have been able to make of that State, as fa. 
as can be judg'd by the Operations of our 
Souls ; and if any Thing I have faid can 
be acceptable to Your Lo R DS HIT, it will 


be the higheſt Honour and Satisfaction to 


Tour LorDSHIP's 


moſ Obedient Humble Servant, 


MATTHIAS EARBERY. 
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TI E celebrated Author, cauſed 
1 only two or three Copies of 
this Book to be printed off, with this 

F Mtention, that they might paſs the 
_ K Judgment of his Friends; and his 

houghts, by ſucceeding. Reviſals, be 
amended, and by re IN Fryals come 
: + to: himſelf, as 
he was adviſed by ſeveral grave Divines. 
Alter his Death, a Copy being found 
in his Study, with Alterations, ſome 
were printed, for the Uſe of a very 
few Perſons, as it was thought by 
learned Men a great Pity, to ſuffer 
2 Work, elaborated by ſo great a Man, 
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Hands, was obliged upon Honour, not 
to have it tranſcr ibed, or delivered to 
the Preſs. EEE = 
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ö s 5 the Soul of Man is naturally formed to 
enlarge its Knowledge, and take in almoſt” 
a infinite Compaſs thereof; I do not won- 
EP der, it frets at the Checks, and Impedi- 
nients on its Way; ſtopped in its Career e- 
ven in the Purſuit of its own Operations: Much leſs do 
J wonder, that it cannot bear the Reſtraint, from pry- 
ing into the Secrets of the Grave, a State of ſo much 
Conſequence to know ;, for when our Thoughts, Affections, 
and Paſſions are ſo taken up, with this World, there 
muſt be ſome Concern for that, in which, for aught we 
know, we have Myriads of Ages to conſume, aud waſte 
in before we come to the Summit of our Happineſs, our 
laſting Fruition in Heaven, | 


IN all our Speculations upon that Head, we grope in 

the Dark, and graſp at Shadows. Therefore when any Book 

comes out, with a pompous Title, Of the State of the 
Dead, it is bought up eagerly, and the World expects as 

#8 plain and ample Diſcoveries, as of the Iſle of Lilliput, 
and the Tranſattions of Lemuel Gulliver. 
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mam 
tend to tay a, of the Tranſactions of that mz. ; 
"my Adthor, dtd, dips too freely into the Milletiavian 
Scheme, and there I ſhall take care to bring him back, 
wen he Arch ieyond the Muri and Limits ſet up by 


 Reajop, nd. makes Ms Excutfibn into the Land of Fairies. 2 


8 9 4 
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I cannot ſufficiently commend the Pains he has taken,  B 
to explode that too commonly received Doctrine, of owr 
going Poſt from the Grave to Heaven, becauſe it is con- 

tra to ie Nbtion f 4 Reſurrectia, and to the con- 

current Opinion F all the Fathers, who muſt be ſuppor'd | 
to underſtand ſomething Traditionally, from the Conver- | 
ſation of bur Blifſed Saviour with his Diſciples ' 


_ "BUT T have before, in my Letter to Dr. Brett, 
proved that nuthisg ſo dark, can have the Evidence of 
4 Law; and therefore, Prayers for the Dead are pre- 

fanpruenr Practices, rather than of Divine Inſtitution; 

ind this I think fit, ro premiſe, to ſtop the Mouths of m 

A Friznds, who perhaps would take Advantage from theſe | 

cent, to make mit ſpeak more than Jever thong ht, 

l to board tne with an eſſential, a ſort of Privatering 

lately brought in upon our Seas of Controverſy, ws 


luste the Reader 10 4 Candid Interpretardmn of my 


| Labours, and bid him heartily farewell. 
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Loon, July 14 
1727 
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rhe Introduction, Argument, and Method F ; 
Treating. 


5 X HE Night, uncertain, and miſerable 

tate of human Affairs in this preſent 
4 Life, naturally form this Queſtion, . 
| 515 5 't Whether upon That alone, all Tempo- 
, — ral Happineſs depends? And, as we 
Fre compoſed and made up of two diſtinct Parts, 
Body and Soul, and the Body has its Period and 
2 ntire Extinction within the narrow Bounds of an 


B | Age, 


have ceaſed to Be 
But on the other Side, If the Soul does ſurvive 


this corporeal Diſſolution; and, free from Confine- '*# 


ment, flouriſhes in a ſeparate State, many Queſtions 
ariſe concerning this ſeparate Exiſtence of the Soul. 


What fort of Life it enjoys, and how long the Du- 2? 
ration thereof will be, after this Change of Condi- 
tion: We may enquire what ſort of Body it aſſumes, 2? 
the different Portions, of the Wicked and the Juſt ; © 
their Pumiſhments and: Rewards. From whence we 43 
proceed to trace out, and purſue the Fate of that 


OE A 


immortal Being, from its firſt Emancipation to the ® 


final Conſummation of the whole. 


This is our View in this preſent Work, to ſepa- E 
rate the Clear from the Obſcure ; and the — 22 I 
ve 


Secret from thoſe in Publick; that they may 


their proper Situations in Shade and Light. In the 
mean time, may G OD, the Father of Light, ſcat- | 
ter the dark and doubtful Images of Things away, 
and place clear and amiable Truth before our Eyes. 


RE MAR XS. 


* 


Our Author in his Introduction to this Work, 4a 2s 5 


og 


 ®yjards do with their Rarce-Shows, he juſt gives us a Peep in- 3 
to the Machinery, and then draws the Curtain tk, rang C 
them 


till he makes his Bargain with his Readers. He engages 


with as full Promiſes of ſomething fine to come, and it would 
indeed be a great Performance, and very uſeful to this 
preſent Age, to make ſuch ample Diſcoveries of that World be 
youd the Gravez aWerld the Sun of human Knowledge never te 


: 1 | ſhined upon yet; and Revelation has afforded very few Tor- 
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ches for a Light to our Feet,” He propoſes to ſeparate the 


(tar from the obſcure, and the Things in ſecret from theſe in 


publick. I believe Secrets of 'this Nature would more directly 


C: | tend to the Adyancement of publick Morality, than all the 


 # Sermons in the World, deduced from Reaſon and Scripture 2 


As the Talk of Spirits will ſometimes make the Blood chill of 
X choſe who believe nothing of the Matter; fo to give a wicked . 
7 Man a little View of that World he muſt enter into, diveſted 


of Fleſh and Flood, may make him drop ſome of his Argu- 


ments, ſupported only by the Sanguineneis of his Conſtitution 3 


4 but this is too ſtrong an Operation to go through with, to an- 


ſwer the Deſign and Scope of Rewards and Puniſhments, and 


IT therefore GOD has hid much of thoſs Things from fo ſtrong 
and ſenſible an Impulſe upon the Mind. . 


It may be expected next for me to let the Reader into 
my Deſign, I ſhall promiſe leſs, and be glad to perform more, 


if I can diſpel ſome Darkneſs from our Author, and chaſe a- 


way Obſcurity, and make Room to build ſomething upon, 


ure and laſting, to confute Atheiſts, and convince Deiſts of 


the Folly of their ſtrait-laced Hypotheſis, I ſhall gain my 
Point in this Performance: And ſo I pray to the great GOD 


of Heaven, that all pf Steps may be rather dire&ed to his 
Glory and Honour, than 
IJ and Ambition, and ſo leave the Reader to expect the reſt, 


an the Advancement of my own Pride 
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bat Human Happineſs has not only Depen- 
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dance upon this Life, but on Another. 


HAT GOD is the Great, the Good, the 
Righteous, Juſt and Equal Father, and Mo- 


Fderator of all Things, is proclaimed by Nature and 
che univerſal Conſent of Mankind: And upon this 


Foundation the human Underſtanding from a Con- 


B 2 upon 
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a future one. For when it conſiders, that in ; 
preſent Adminiſtration of human Affairs, the 


Laws of Juſtice in Rewards and Puniſhments are 


| ſighted ; it conſequently: follows, all the Parts of the # 
Drama are not yet performed, and that a Scene re- 
mains behind, to be filled up anſwerable to our Ex- 
pectations of another Life. The Goods of Fortune 


and eternal Happineſs are not attached to Virtue and 


Good are to be rewarded,and the bad puniſhed,is the 
univerſal determination of GOD and. Man: But we 
may call the Heaven and Earth, and conſcious Stars 


and Miſery in this. 


Neither are we to complain of the Mizbriunes 9 
of more modern Ages; but in all Times, if we con- 
ſult either Greek of Roman Monuments of Antiquity, '* 
we ſhall find the Socrateses and Catoes of all Ages; 
and the beſt and greateſt of Men oppreſſed and bro- 
ken by ill Fortune, pointed out for popular Hatred 
and envious Reproaches, and all their liberal Vir- 7 
_ become the Objetts of tyrannical and potent 
Spleen. | v 
Moreover, as this. promiſcuous Diſtribution to 2 
the Good and Bad, is not, equal to the Divine Recti- 

tude and Juſtice, to laſt for ever; ſo neither is our 
nn Condition, * that was all, — XZ 


Wiſdom here; they being common to the worſt 
of Men, if therefore human Happineſs had its Bound 
and Limits below, the Great and juſt Judge, and Go- 
|  vernour of all Things, could not permit this inver- 3 
ted Order to remain in this Manner. That the 


to witneſs, that no ſuch Adminiſtration ! in this Life, 
wit h us miſcrable Mortals, is to be ſeen : And as 
we lay it infallibly down, that G OD is Juſt and 
Good; Rewards and Punithments muſt, as infallibly * 
belong to another Life, Sh of Happineſs 1 


* 
48 
i Ml 


A Foam „„ rc oc DO OT A EE fa: 


LoL 44 2 — 


9 92 tan 


— 
1 


of a future State away. 
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4 the Dignity of G O D, or of human Nature. In- 


deed the Suppoſition of innumerable Worlds, makes 
| the Difficulty leſs; but thoſe who ſuppoſe this pre- 


9 ſent Earth, a pitiful Atom as to Bigneſs, and ſordid 
in Value, LSee, Theory of the Earth. B. i. C. x. to be 
hbabitable alone, and that nothing is to be expected 


beyond this Life, degrades the Divine Majeſty below 


2 even human Nature, and makes G O D inferiour 
to Man: But if we paſs over the Inconſiderableneſs 
of our Earth, and obſerve only our Affairs below, 


how trifling, minute, and confuſed they are; they 
ſeem to proceed from an Evil, or to be ſupported by 


an impotent Being: View the Wars and Contenti- 
ons of Princes, and the little Quarrels and Enmi- 
ties of private Men, and how hardly they are di- 
vided from Nothing: More Folly than Wiſdom 
appears in Sight, attended with ſhort lived Pleaſures, 
and ſucceeded by Labour and Grief; from Diſeaſes, 
Poverty, Enmities, and innumerable Evils more: 
So that this Story of human Life, anſwers neither 
the Character of GOD as the Father, or the Iln- 


ſpector of the World, if we take the Conſideration 


But moreover, the Impertinencies of this preſent 


3 Life, without the Hope and proſpect of Futurity, 
are not only below the Notion of a G OD, but of 
even the Nature of the human Soul itſelf : We ſeem 
in this mortal State ſunk beneath our ſelves; from 
# whence ariſes the Shame and Confuſion we confeſs 
at our natural Affections, not only when we ſin, 
but in ſubmitting to the Neceſſities of our Nature: 
hy does this happen, except from a Conſciouſneſs 


of a Defect of ſome Capacities we ſurely are born 


4 for, and expect ſome Time to have: We are de- 
tained in this Life with trifling Amuſements, that 


B 3 neither 


6 0 AY dos of the Des. 
neither become nor ſatisfy a rational Soul, capable | 
of much more great, and noble Acquirements. | 
Whatever is truly divine in us, is oppreſſed with the | 
Weight and Burden of Corporeal Wants, Raiment, * 
Food and Health ; Demands from whence the Soul 
derives no ſolid Benefit, and that fink it into 
Lifting Slavery and Setvitude *; under which it 
groans and wears away in vile and low Occupations : '} 
o what Purpoſe is that Underſtanding given us, 
which pierces thro? the Secrets of Heaven and Earth,; 
and chat commendable Ambition of ſearching 
ftil ? Why is that unquenchable Thirſt 4 
immortal Things, and that heroick Virtue in ſome 7 
Men fuperiour to all private Conſideration of in- 
tereſt, and guided only into the Senſe of Honour 
and the oublick Good? I can never believe 0 
beftowed theſe noble and glorious Inſtincts in vain. 
We ſhall be freed from our dull Impriſonment here, 
and launch into new Light and Happineſs eternal. * 
You may perceive human Underſtanding and the 
Operations thereof, in a Manner reſtrained and ex 
tinguiſhed by the Body; and the more ſablime = | C 
are, the reſtraint is more perceptible and uneaſy. 1 
To what Purpoſe then is this Force and Vigour of | 


the Mind endeavouring to break thro* the Bounds 4 
and Limits of Life, if there is nothing to come at 


beye ond.: In Vain has © OD and Nature given us f 


_ 


* Cop any one e imagine, that Man i ig * only to eat ee drink, 1 
and ſatiate all the Appetites of his brutal Body ; to ſwallow Wind, 
and feed upon fallacrous Hopes Bis whole ZJiſe: — 1 Aſter this 8 
ſhort Scene of Madneſs is over, to ſink into t of Death, 
and be abſorbed in the Bowels of the Earth? Is . e End of 


Man and of human Affairs? Ve were not born raſhly and by 3 5 
Chance, but ome Power brooded over Mankind, not to pport Tt 


we Norm 4. 1 wnes for . Death E Cie. Tul. ueſt. in 1 
Es J } J 
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Of the STATE of the DRA 7 
Wings, to creep upon all-Four and ſweep the 


- 
<a 


Ground, and not to mount on high : Nay, they 


are an hindrance to us; for the more elevated and 
= abftrafted the Mind is, the more unfit for earthly 
Things, and to look after the common Calls of 
Life; for which only if we are made and formed, 


the Soul lies down in its own Virtue, and periſhes 


nin its own Wiſdom, and all is loſt, except that 


Terrene Part, which is more juſtly ſtiled Folly : 


This is a Reproach to G OD and Man, and by no 
XZ Means tolerable to a great and ingenuous Mind, to 
bear Servitude of this Kind over human Nature. 
Mere theſe the Conditions thereof, offered to me in 


my full Senſes, before the Day of my Birth, I 
would ſcorn and reje& them, and the Life that 
Day was to bring with it. 2 58 A | 

Thus far we have brought our Arguments and 
Proofs from both the Conſiderations of Divine and 
Human Nature, to prove the Certainty of a future 
State. We have another Method of arguing,from the 
Nature of things, conjunctly with the Nature of 
GOD. If there is a G OD, there are eternal and 
immutable, Laws of Good and Evil, to ſeparate 


Good from Bad, Juſt from Unjuſt ; with theſe a 
future State has a mutual and indiſſoluble Connection, 


if we will take a nearer View thereof, as I will make 


appear. 


By the Word GO D we underſtand the higheſt 
and infinitely perfect DEITY, wiſe, good, juſt 
and pure; which as they are Perfections, in GO D, 
they are more faintly, yet proportionably diftribu- 


ted to all inferiour and intellectual Beings : Theſe 
Laws therefore are eternal; they flow not from hu- 
man Powers, but from the immutable Nature and 
Perfection of GOD, "PN 
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5 | 8 Of the STATE of the DEAD. 
F  _..: As GOD therefore is this chief Perfection, the 


£ Canon and Rule of Right and Wrong; the Quali- 
| ties oppoſed to that Rule are, from Eternity, Stains, 
E Vices and Errors, flowing from their Oppoſition to 
that eternal Law. This is the Firſt Part of our Ar- 
gument, we muſt 24ly confider, That Things are 
not only thus diſtinguiſhed, but Men are divided 
into two Orders, good and bad, juſt and unjuſt, ho- 
neſt and vile; and G OD equally loves one, as he | 
hates the other: For G O D cannot but love his 
on Image and his own Perfections, and acknow- 
ledge, cheriſh and ſuſtain them, wherever they are 
to be found; and likewiſe hate, reject and abhor 
what 1s contrary to the Perfection of his Nature. 
As therefore GOD is moſt abſolutely the Lover 
of Right, he cannot be an idle Spectator; he muſt 
act as a Judge, and not beſtow Felicity to Friends 
and Enemies, Good and Bad alike; but give the 
latter likewiſe their Share. And as any one arrives 
nearer to the Perfection of Virtue, Piety and true 
Wiſdom, the nearer he is elevated and bleſſed in 
that Proximity to the Nature of his GO D. But 
as we ſee nothing of theſe Things in our preſent 
State, it is as certain as the Being of a GO D him- 
ſelf; and equally immovable and firm, that they ! 
are to be expected in a future one. — f 
Let us moreover add, as the laſt and crownin 
Argument of all, the univerſal Aſſent of Nations to 
A Baue State, nor unworthily ; for the Voice of 
Nature is the Index and Teſt of Truth. The Force 
of this Argument is endeavoured to be undermined 
two Ways, Firft, The univerſality of this Opinion is 
contradicted by, at leaſt, the Barbarians and illiterate | 
People. 24ly, Amongſt even the Philoſophers them- | 
ſlves it was oppoſed, if not totally taken away. 
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Of the STATE of, the DRA D. 9 
As to the EHrſt, Whoſoever amongſt thoſe Na- 
tions worſhipped any God at all, or advanced any 
religious Rites and Ceremonies, in thoſe very Acts 
teſtified a Hope and Fear of Futurity as to Rewards 
and Puniſhments, as they pleaſed or diſpleaſed their 
Gods. As to the reſt, who had no Notion of any 
Thing Divine, or even Human, and lived upon a 
Level only equal with Brutes; they are not a Rule 
or Meaſure for Humanity, who are the very Dregs 
of Barbariſm itſelf: We muſt not judge of the Vir- 
tue of Herbs from thoſe degenerated, and ſpringing 
from an improper Soil; but we muſt look tor thoſe 
in their native Glebe, bleſſed with the Dew of Hea- 
ven, and invigorated by the Warmth of the Sun; 
there, the only proper Species of the Plant, and the 
natural Virtues thereof are to be found. Nor 
can you ſee the Brightneſs and Splendor of a Jewel 
in its natural and unpoliſhed State ; but when the 
ſordid Fæces are taken away, and the Surface 
ſmoothed, the Light and Virtue it reflects back, are 
all its own, and ſtamp a Value upon the ſame. 
As to the Second, if any learned Men or Philo- 
ſophers ever denied a future State, they were ei- 
ther abſolute Materialiſts, or at leaſt they denied 
the natural Diſtinction of the Laws of Good and 
Evil. The ſecond Chapter is allotted for the Confu- 
tation of the Materialiſts; and as to the latter, if we 
have proved the Diſtinction of Good and Evil, from 
the Nature of G OD, their Error at once falls to the 
Ground, and we have from the ſame Argument 
connected a future State with the Nature of GOD 
and of Things. Upon the Whole, if there is a 
3 GOD, there is a future State, and they who ac- 
knowledge him can never eradicate the Belief there- 
of from the Mind of Man: Thus far we have pro- 


Bed bd ab EE ons I oe © LE Sad . fe ks 4 * 


Lhd * 3 eq" % KY ww \SFY> 
5 5 c 


: 
. 
£ 
. 
x 
4 

: 

* 


| ceeded in the Path illuminated only by Nature, 
but from the ſacred Oracles we exhauſt more co- 

pious Fountains of Light, that clearly ſhine upon, 
and illuſtrate a future State. I cannot deny the dark | 
and doubtful Light upon that future State, in the | 
Jewiſh OEconomy; but Chriſtianity has made the 
ſame as bright as the Day, nor did the Sun ever caſt a 
more undoubted Splendour upon our Earth atNoon, | 

than theſe ſacred Writings | tree upon Immortali- 
ty. I ſhall ſay nothing here concerning that ſu- 
preme Judicature at the Reſurrection, but it is cer- 
tain CuyrisT and his Apoſtles have made our 
whole Religion turn upon the Diſtinction of a pre- 

| ſent and future State. For what ſhall it profit a Man, | 
2 ſhall gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul? 
Th : 


8. 36. The Soul, to whoſe Wiſhes every | 
Thing ſucceeds in this World, cannot be deſtroy- | 
ed and reduced to Miſery, except in another. A- | 


| gain, CurisrT fays, Make to your ſelves Friends of i 


the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ;, that when ye fail, 
they may receive you into everlaſting Habitations. Luk. 
16. 9. Again, And fear not them which kill the Bo- | 


Ap, but are not able to kill the Soul: but rather fear 
_ bim which is able to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell. 


Matth. 10. 28. Likewiſe, But he that denieth me be- 


. fore Men, ſhall be denied before the Angels of 60 D. = 


Luke 12. 9. And every one that hath forſaken, &c. 
for my Name ſake, ſhall receive an Hundred-fold, 
ad ſhall inherit everlaſting Life. Matth. 19. 29. In 
theſe and in many other Places, both the preſent 
and future States are pointed out diſtinctly by 23 
Curisr, not only in the plain way of ſpeaking, 


but in Parables, as in thoſe of Lazarus and Dives, 


e Jewel of ineftimable Price, The Wheat and the 
Tares; and in his Sermon upon the Mount, in his 


Of the SrArE of the DxAD. 11 
daily Converſation at all Times, and in all Places, 


St. Paul) we have Hope in CHRIST, we are of all 


he ſpeaks meanly of the Goods and Evils of this 
Life, in Compariſon with the Kingdom of Heaven 

and eternal Happineſs, or everlaſting Miſery. 
Laſtly, at his Reſurrection from the dead, and vi- 


fible Aſcent into Heaven, he expreſly taught and 


demonſtrated the ſame before their Eyes. In the 
ſame Steps of aſſerting a double State, the Apoſtles 
tread in ſeveral Places. If in this Life only (lays 


Men moſt miſerable. 1 Cor. xv. 19. And again, For 
we know, that if our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a Building of GOD, an Houſe 


not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, For 


we that are in this Tabernacle do groan, being burden- 
ed: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed up- 
on, that Mortality might be ſwallowed up of Life. 
2 Cor. v. 1, 4. Likewiſe in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
he infinuates, that all Nature groans for, and aſ- 
pires after Immortality. And that the Sufferings of this 
preſent time,are not worthy to be compared with the Glory 
which ſhall be revealed in us. Rom. viii. 18, But w 


do 1 inſiſt farther, when every Page ſounds fort 


this eternal Life, as the Reward of our Faith. And 
CHRIST is ſaid to have brought Life and Immortality 


to Light through the Goſpel. This is more clearly 


and efficaciouſly explained by him, than by Moſes 
in his Law, or the Philoſophers in their Schools ever 


2 - 
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REMARKS 


5 | He begins with a very handſome Portico to his new Build 
ing, all neat Moral Work, without any Excurſions into Fancy, 


or the Land of Fairies, ſo that I have no Scope to differ 
with him yet, but only to illuſtrate- a very Argument 
or two he dwells upon, | | The 
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12 Of the, STATE ow e 


The Eternity of ſome Laws, and what theſe Laws are, der- 
„ open a Way into this Queſtion of a future State. Y 
t there are poſitive and eternal Truths, is as certain as | 

Eeernity it ſelf; for as Duration is the Meaſure of Time, ſo 
Eternity is the "Meaſure of Things, that have an independent 
Exiſtence of poſitive Laws, and created Beings. 

1. To illuſtrate this I ſhall lay it down as a Maxim, that there 
3s an eternal and intelligent Being, we call GOD. 
2. That he is infinitely powerful, or in other Words, he can 
do. all Things that are the Objects of Power, by an indepen- 


dient Efficacy in his own Nature. 


3. That he is immutable, becauſe all Mutability proceeds | 


| from a Defeat of Power, as crooked Lines are Deyiations from 


right ones, for want of Force; conſequently to be ee is 
to act in Contradiction to his own Attributes. 7 

Therefore all that belong to GO D, as a moral and an in- 
telligent Being, are theſe Truths, that Eternit y is the Meaſure | 


of, and is the firſt Branch of my Hypotheſis, that there are 


poſitive and eternal . Truths. 

Therefore as we meaſure all moral Truths: by their Con- 
formity to the Nature of GOD, immutable, omni potent, 
and intelligent, whatever moral Properties there are in GOD, 


they are immutable, and conſequently eternal. 
refore, if we once fix our Ideas of moral Virtues, and 


find by rational Deduction, that thoſe Virtues are in G O D, . 
hn are the eternal Truths we are ſeeking after. 2 
f GOD is once juſt, he is always ſo, if he is once wile, 
he; is always ſo, and if fo Were the contrary to theſe, he would 


He always ſo. 


The next, and indeed the niceſt Part of my Hypotheſis 


Nt to fix what thele eternal Truths are; what I have before - Fry 
being one Degree lower than Mathematical Demanſtration, 


that is wanting only. Matter to work upon, inſtead of Meta- 


phyſical Qualities, tho the Proof may be as ſtrong, the De- 


| 9 is not ſo clear to human Perception. 


oceed, there are two eternal Truths particularly con- 


= in the. Queſtion of a future State, Wiſdom and Juſtice, A 


Therefore,. if GOD is juſt once, not accidentally,” but 


from the Nature of Juſtice, Chat Juſtice is an eternal and an 


Smmutable: Truth. 4 
21f'G OD creates out of Love, and that is the Motive of 1 


| the Creation, he always loves, and when we ſeg any contrary |: 
Effects to love, viz. Puniſhment and Pain, we muſt conclude 


this proceeds from an eternal Truth, and not from the Muta- 
bility of bis N and that can be only from his JS "4 3 
F 1 
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Of the STATE of the DEAD. 13 


of ſucceeding Rewards and Amends. 


. live in open and known Sins, being incapable of Happine 
j]jñuſtice lays hold of him likewiſe for Miſery. 1 


By Juſtice in GOD, I mean his Diſtribution of his own | 
Actions to the Creation V 
Therefore if Man is puniſhed, it proceeds from an eternal 
Truth, that he ought not, and muſt not have the Benefit of 
GO D's Love, and from hence flows this Definition of moral 
Juſtice, @ Diſtribution of Right to every Man, as in GOD it 
is indiſpenſible, in Man it is fo likewiſe, W 
1 omit here the Puniſhments of Love, for: Correction, A- 
mendment, and a Preparation for an eternal State of Glory, 
but I mean clear and diſtin& Puniſhments from all Attachments 


From theſe Conſiderations, a future State infallibly follows, 


becauſe this World, tho' beautifully made, has its dark Side 


and Miſery enough, that cannot be accounted for, without a 
future State. | „ 
For every Man cannot taſte the delicious Wines and Food, 
nor ſome even drink the cooling Streams of Water in the Va- 
lies, nor get the Wool of one Sheep amongſt a Thouſand up- 
on the Hills, to clothe their own Backs, and many Bleſſings 
more we ſee in this Life unaccountably, beſtowed upon Fools 
and wiened Men. | | 
In this World we ſee nothing except GO D's baſilick pr 
ſtice, which, tho* it proceeds from the ſame Principle, that 
made the World, his Love for Mankind, the ſolid Effects of 
that Love are reſerved for a State on the other Side the Grave. 
From hence another Queſtion ariſes concerning the Condig- 
nity of Puniſhments, and to reconcile Pardon with that Ju- 
ſtice; and moreover the Condignity of Rewards comes under 


theſe Conſiderations, 


I affert, it is not inconſiſtent with the Sovereign Power and 
Juſtice of G OD, to pardon Faults, provided it tends to the: 
main End for which he made that Creature, his Love for 
him, to break, reſtore and bring him within the Sphere of Mer- 
cy and Salvation; and the wicked who proceed in a continu- 
ed impenitent State, the Groſs of their Crimes calls for that 
other Side of his Juſtice, his Puniſhments inſtead of his Re- 
hag and they muſt be as neceflarily damned as the juſt 

e e 5 eee ee 

In Rewards therefore GO D has Reſpect to the Frame and 

Condition of a Man, if he is fit, or not incapable of a State 

of Bleſſedneſs hereafter; in Puniſhments, if he finds 1 5 
The Infirmities of human Nature will not admit Co 

ity for either Rewards or Puniſhments for particular F 2 
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for then no Man could be ſaved, becauſe one mortal Sts 


would cut off all the Rewards, therefore the whole Syſtem ot 


Life is taken in and weighed in the Balance of Divine Juſtice. | 


I conclude the Certainty of a future State neceſſarily flows 
from this eternal Truth, the Juſtice of GO D. 


As for the univerſal Aſſent of Mankind, in all Times and | 
in all Places, where eternal Truth can ſpring up, we have it | 


certainly on our Side; for the ſtrongeſt Arguments we can | 


uſe in Writing, inforced with all the Powers of Reaſon, have | 


ſome faint Appearance in the Minds of all, except the moſt 
depraved. The Sun for aught I know, may in Time be ſo 
incruſtated as to give no Light, and ſo is the Mind of Man, 
by a. barbarous and wild Education, and ſome other ſuch In- 


cruſtations, that we can hardly ſee a human Soul through them. 


— X _"_ * 22 


Pat the Human Soul is an Immortal Subſtance, 
: arftini# from the Body and from Matter. 


_FAVING laid down a future State, the Im- 
mortality of the Soul neceſſarily follows; but 

this ſome will have to be adventitious, and an Ef- 
feq of Divine Favour only. Others will have it to 
be ingenite, and that the Soul is in its own Nature 
indiſſoluble: In either State the Immortality re- 
mains unſhaken and unconteſted; and as we have 
before obſerved, wherever the Scripture mentions 
eternal Life, the Reſurrection of the Dead, Judg- 
ments, or future Rewards and Puniſhments; Hea- 
ven, Hell, and the reſt ; they always ſuppoſe after 
the Diffolution of the Body, the Soul to fubfiſt, 
live, and think ; therefore I imagine it not impro- 


per to enquire, if over and above that Divine Grace, 
SE nm oe pine Fells" en | 


1 


rere gQos oo leg tbo 2 2 


pains — 


. ki © OA & & 


oy 3 
> 8 n 0 — — — _ 
2 "> r D e ** 1 
TY 1 Wo, 1 = _ bs n 8 r 88 Wes q 8 WI FEST * 


Of the STATE of the DEAD. 15 
and incorruptible Nature. We know nothing of 
the Soul except Thought, and the Powers thereof, 
nothing elſe can we find out and feel in our ſelves 
the Soul has no Manner of Action either in it {elf 
or externally, by Tacture or Impulſe, but what 
proceeds from the Force of Thinking; whether 
that Action is ſtiled Underſtanding, Will, Appe- 
tite, and the like, and the Paſſions thereof, whether, 
in the Soul or from without, the ſame are only the 
Effects of the various Powers of Thought; there- 
fore if the whole Eſſence of the Soul conſiſts in 
Thought, this is the Life of that Soul, continually 
active and conſcious, and can be deſtroyed no other-. 
wiſe than by Annihilation: For if you take away 
the Eſſence of the Soul, you annihilate the ſame : 
That GOD can perform that Annihilation, is nei- 
ther diſputed, nor Part of our Queſtion here, but 
uwe deny the Poſſibility of the Soul's Exiſtence af- 
ter that Thinking, the Life and Effence thereof, is 
taken away. 1. They who conſider the Human 
Soul in this Light, conſequently ſuppoſe it im- 


t 3 mortal, continually in Action, and ſelf-conſciqus, 
until it be reduced into nothing. | 
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Thoſe who independently of this Thinking Qua- 
lity, or vital Energy, (if we may uſe that Expreſ- 
q ſion) aſcribe to the Soul Extenſion and Dimenſions, 
antecedent to Thought, may look to it, how well 
they prove a future Lite therefrom. By Life 1 do 
not mean ſimple Duration, common to Stocks and: 
Stones: It is one Thing to exiſt in that Manner, 
and another to Think, by which only we under- 
3 ftand Immortality and a future Life. 
But if we grant an extended Subſtance indepen- 
dent of Life and Thought, we myſt conſider it Si- 
ther as external, or flowing from the particular Fa- 
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mortalit ity, whether ir come from Grace or from 
Nature. | 
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our r of. 8 'OD** That after the Separation from 
„ it mall have, or be without thoſe Pro- 


rerties. 7 Mall not here contend with theſe Gentle- 
ovide@ they hurt not the Notion of the Im- 


It will fall to my Share to Loden with a Set | 


of Men, whoſe Zeal to deſtroy this Immortality is 


much at Heart; they not only give the Soul 


Extenſion, but make it really corporeal, and equally 


periſhable as that: And tho*I look upon theſe Men 
as the declared Enemies of Human Nature, yet e- 


ven with an Enemy, Rules are to obſerved ; and 


therefore declining ſharp and angry Words, I ſhall 
fairly and impartially examine what they have to 
fay. We might here, to reduce the Queſtion into 


as few Terms as poſſible, lay it down as a Maxim, 
that there is an Incorporeity in Nature; but as Con- 


ceflions may not always pleaſe to draw, without the 


Force of Conviction to drive, we ſhall firſt prove 


that GOD is not corporeal, from which Founda- 
tion we ſhall proceed to come at the true Nature 


of the Soul. 


- If it is abſurd to ſuppoſe,” that the World with- 


out Counſel and without Art made it ſelf; it is not 
leſs abſurd to 
formed the World, to blind and ſtupid Matter; yet 


give the Counſel and Wiſdom that 


it is the Way of ſome to be affected with no Rea- 
ſon that does not touch their Senſes, and groſly 


affect their Imaginations : But to ſtate this fairly, if 


GOD is corporeal, he is either the whole Maſs 


of the material World, taken together, or a Part 


or 8 
the 


Ies, or a particular Kind thereof; but 


will not hold, becauſe there is no immu- 1 
table Kind of Matter, for all Matter is — q 
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the ſame, into whatſoever Variety of: Modes _ 7 
Qualities it is changed. The hard may often a 
become even Liquid, and the moſt: thin a | ſubtle, 
Parts may congeal, and the fluid Stagnate: F or by 
intervening Qualities, Motion itſelf may paſs from 
one Body to another: There is no ſettled, fixed, 
nor unchangeable Poſition of Matter. This Hypo- 
theſis therefore makes a Protean God, ſtill varying 
and perplexing his Forms and Shape, and even Con-. 
dition, ſometimes ſtopped. and again accelerated, by 


the Impreſſions thereof. Moreover, that Matter 


which 1s not univerſally extended cannot, be omni- 
preſent, and ſeveral Hiatuſes in the Deity may be 


nlled by other Bodies, and the Godſhip broken and 
divided by various Accidents; for if the Subſtance 
thereof is fluid and ſlender, the more ſolid Bodies 


will divide its Parts and diſſolve the Continuity there- 
of: And if ſolid, the Fluids will continually corode 


and divide the ſame into as many Gods as there are 


Diviſions therein: So that the Deity is entire in 
one ſingle, or floating upon innumerable Particles. 
But either Way, the Folſy will never quit the Pains 
and Labour of confuting the ſame. 

Lou ſee what a God is made from a particular 
Quantity of Matter, take and mould it which way 
you pleaſe; nor is it leſs abſurd to turn the whole 
Maſs into a Divinity, for if you ſurvey the whole, 
and make all the celeſtial = terreſtrial Sal 
animate and inaniniate, Stone, Wood, Metals 7 


Ja Deity, you exceed even the Folly of. H 


for they included in their Marble 1 ooden Sta- 


5 tues the God they worſhipped, but they diſtinguiſhed 
the God from the Temple, the Sword from the 
a ; Scabbard, . while you, — * all together, and 


aun him to be Eat and, Drank, and \crampled under 
| C 


your 
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Of the STaTz of the DEAD. 
Feet; to be expoſed to burning, cutting aſun- 
der, bruiſing, and all the Impreſſions made upon a 
pat affive SubRance ; and if Divine, conſequently it is 
ible thereof. How far we are carried from Rea- 
ſon by this Scheme, I need not ſay, and even to 


 impiety-to aſcribe Sufferings to God: And if the 
whole World is that Deity, he is a Compound of 
- animate and inanimate, baſe and honourable, pure 


and impure, Man, Devil and all together ; but it is | 
time to ſhake off this diſagreeable Subject. | 


Tbeſe and a Thouſand more unworthy Senti- 
ments follow this Hypotheſis, below the Dignity of 


GOD to confound him with 


atter: Nor is it leſs 


contradictory to common Senſe, to exalt that reluc- | 


tant, baſe Congeries of unactive Particles into the 


divine Nature. We all underſtand by GOD, a Na- 


ture infinitely perfect 3 yet from corporeal Nature, 
what Perfettions can ariſe, or can any Man ſenſeleſs- 
r to perſuade himſelf, or ſnew that Matter 
n be the Root, Source, or Beginning of Perfecti- 
on; for, fit, Matter cannot move it ſelf, nor can 
i borrow from any Thing below its Nature; nor 


. even then, can it exerciſe any Powers of Motion, ; 
but what are diſtinctly imparted to every Particle; 
but neither can Diviſibility nor Motion from Place 

to Place a 


gree with PerfeCtion; and if Matter is not 
endted with Self. motion, how can it include the in- 
Suite Perfettions of Thought, Wiſdom, Power, | 
Gooenefs, and all the reft, ſeparable from the di- 

Bnt ir may be ſaid, (that I may omit no Obje&ion) X - 


hought is incompatible with our Con : 
tion of Matter, as ic appears to us, we cannet tell © 
the hidden Powers thereof, too remote for che rp 7 - 
er Undriſinnding! 10 Enid out. f anfiver, the ia. 
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of Matter is the cleareſt to the Mind of any there 3 3 
the Dimenſions thereof e eaſily eonceive; its Divi- 


tibility, Figure, Situation, Proportions, and all the 
Properties Blowing from theſe, fall within ſenſible 

and evident Demonſtration: And as 22 
of thinking, hay ing 


it is a vain Suppoſition, that this moſt excellent Fx 
culty can be {6 cloſe to a Plain Idea, and cleaps our 

Knowledge and Conception 
I would ſay, this moſt excellent Faculty annexed 
to Matter, becaule the reſt come not up to the leaſt 
Competition therewith for it conſtitutes the divine 
Nature, and whatever is great in Man; but theſe 
other Faculties are ſenſeleſs, dull, and without Force 


or Virtue, if we take away that great and moſt glo- 


rious one from material Beings; and we reflect u 
on God for giving us only an imperfett, and 


moſt 3gnoble Part of an Idea, and concegling the 


moſt ineſtimable Part from human Knowledge z but 
however, it is not really fo, for we have an Idea of 
the Properties of Matter, and what are not ſo; as 


Thought and other Properties thereof, they are per- 


factly diſtinct in all Reſpetts. 

But to proceed, there is rather an abſolute Eumity 
chan Friendſhip between them. The divine 'Natuge 
is infinitely perfect, the corporeal is impotent, ener- 
vate, and expoſed to the Infults of external Powers: 
The firſt is immutable, and This abnoxious co perpęe- 
tual Changes; that ſimple and uniform. this for- 
med into, innumerable Modifications, Com poſiti- 
ons, and ; 4o that Divinity and Corporiety 
are ſo far from baving Connettian, N 4 


Similitude, that they are repugnant to eßeh archer 


| aha conſequently Gad 3s iucerpuraal. 


C 2 This 


Able Thing is not impoſſible 3 and as God is omni- 
potent) it is in himſelt, oy" his own At, to ed ö 
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This being laid den as a Foundation; that we 


may come to our Purpoſe, we 24ly. afticm, That 


there may be other, corporeal. — beſides God. 
This follows from the Premiſes, for if God is in- 


13 corpoteal, an incorporeal Nature is not a Contra- 
diction; and if no Contradittion, it is within the 


Sphere of Poſſibility; but the Production of a po- 


what is poſſible. 


ah, We affirm, The: bimas Soul ig a incorporcal 
Subſtance.” 1 might have inſerted an intermediate | 
Propoſition, viz. That other incorporeal Subſtances | 


aan God, are not only poſſible but really ſubſiſt; 
"Soul: But we ſhall include both under this Head. 


-* 'Firft, There are actually in the Univerſe other 
:incorporeal Beings than God; as no Contradiction 
5s in the Way, nothing could influence the Great 
:G OD of Heaven, — he had created the World, 


to leave it imperfect, and, in a manner, unfurniſhed, 
without incorporeal Beings: For if a Man ſhould 
build a fine and magnificent Seat, and fill the Inſide 
thereof, inſtead of curious Houſhold Stuff, with the 
meaneſt Wooden- ware and the moſt ſordid Furni- 
ture, he would be eſteemed either poor, miſerably 
-covetous or mad: Nor can we think the Creator of 
all Things, in adorning and compleating the Work- 


great and uſeful Part, to fill it with incorporeal Be- 
*2ngs. '''Could he want Power or Good-nature to fi- 


"iſh what he had begun? Surely there was a Chaſm 


to fill up that vaſt Diſtance between the infinite Di- 
vine Nature, and low ſenſeleſs Matter; here was 


and chen to have added, That ſuch is the human ö 


manſttip of his own: Hands, would omit the moft 7 


$ 


m for — of glorious Beings, 
whom | 
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ſtancet, er one of. them. For the Hinge 
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whom to omit, would fall below the Di gnity and 
Honour of, God. Moreover, there are in Nature 
many Fhanomenons too Jow for God, and above 
Matter, which require intermediate Powers and ſe- | 
cundary ' Cauſes, tuperionr. to all corporeal ones: 
But to inſiſt on theſe does not belong to this Place. 

Having thus paved the Way, we come. to the 
Conclufion, upon Sit the whole Argument turns, 
That the kuman Soul is , amongſt. theſe incorporeal Sub- 

- the Con- 
troyerſy turns upon this, Wherher the Soul is in the. 
Claſs of corporeal. or incorpareal Being. 

But to make this more clearly and more diſtinctiy 
appear, we muſt reflect upon out᷑ ſelves, what we are, 
and what are our Powers : Every one is conſcious of 
himſelf and of his own Exiſtence, and in the very 
Act of doubting,' he confirms. the' ſame.: But what. 
we are, WhO. * the various Operations in our 
Minds 'of feen ng, MEER . 102 þ 0 


„ 


Being; I Dave more or os Senſation, 1 have my 
diſtinct Province of Will to my ſelf, and the reſt 
theirs ; 1 am well, ſick, hungry, eat, Uicep, and fi- | 


| nally die, by my ſelf alone. 


Over and above this active and paſſive Conſtiouſ- 
neſs, incommunicably and Properly my own, I fay 
I am individually diſtin& from any other Being; 


f diſtin& from G O D, as an imperfect one, ſubject 
to Errors and F railties, both in Onderſtanding and 


Will; : an * from any other, as haying ng 
"0 3 5 Per- 
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Perecption of Thought and Senſe in common with 
Therefore theſe Affections of which I am 
Ce muſt belong to ſome Subſtance, and as | 
kat Subftauce is not GOD, it muſt conſequently 
be a created,” corporeal or incotporeal one. 
The Quieftion is now reduced into theſe Bounds; |: 
VI her d, whether corgoreal or corporral, the Soul - 
23 to take 7 7 Plkte ? But as the Eſſences of Things k 
are in a great meaſure contealed from us, and we can 
by no Means come into a Knowledge of their inter- 1 
nal Relation to each other, than by the Effects and 
Properties within our Knowlege, we muſt therefore | 
firſt compare thoſe Properties and Effects in both * 
our corporeal and incorporeal Natures, and find out l 
their Diverſit) from each other. : 
We have before obſerved, that Thought is A i 
included in che Idea of à corporeal Nature, neither 
has Thought any corporeal Properties; and there- 
' fore the Author of Nature has deceived us on one i 
fide or the other, if Thought belongs to Matter: 
ARG, e we would pretend to know beyond, or 
0 den to our Faculties, we cannot find any 


from the Conſideration of our Ideas to 4 4 


115 Thoügh t to our corporeal Beings. Tho? per- 
| haps you may . obje That we find Things out by | 
Experience, that do not flow from our Ideas: If ſo, 
we do ndt find by Experience the Activity and Pal: | 


 ſivity of our Underſtanding to be after a materia! 


Manner; neither does Matter act after the Manner 
of Sentition and Thought. Matter is affected by 
Motion, Tatture and 5 aſe, but we can by no 
means "End out that by Lind is affected in tut 
Manner, by > gr: Imptdſe and Motion: For 
when 1 v6 untarily mo Finger, Tongue, or 
any Member of ty Body, am 1 conſcious of 
anỹx 


8 Hat NG Wm 


nd Sounds, the Affection of the Soul has no Rein- 


3 Perception of theſe Images are not the 1 
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any Impulſe or Force af the Mind acting upon that 
Body: There is indeed a Metjon of the Spirits, and 
of the Nervous Juice from whence that cargoreal 
Motion ariſcs ; but how ſhall we came at the Ori: 
gine of the Motion of thaſe Spirits in the Brain, 
which is entirely in themſelves, and proceed from 
an Action of the Mind; and I am conſigigus of no 
other mental Action than the Will, but I can by no 
means find that Will driven or puſhed forwards by 


material Effects, or in the fame Manner Mation is 


generated in Bodies; and as for the Paſſions of the 
Soul, and the Impreſſions made thereon by mater 
rial Objects, theſe have nothing in common with lo- 
cal Mocion : For Example, Grief and Sorrow con- 
tract the Heart, and Joy and Gladnefs dilate the 
fame ; but neither this Contra&ion nor that Dila- 
tation are in the Soul, which is not muſcular and 


3 compoſed of Fibres and Tendons : We have a con- 


ſcious Senſe of Pain, but it has no Idea of local 
Motion; it has an entire independant ant of ifs 
own, Diſtinc from the Idea of Motion. 

Finally, In external Senſations, as Taſting, Smells 


tion to «he Idea of Matter or of Motion. The 
Images of external Objects within the Eye are not 


transfered by an equal Motion, and in the fame en- 


tire Diſpoſition into the Brain, or wherever the Per- 
ception of the Soul is placed; the Images and the 
: Nor 
can the more confuſed ones, by their combin'd Force, 


preſentation in the Mind: And 
the ſame Reaſon holds in thoſe Images in the Me- 
mory, that are impaired and loſe much of their ori- 
ginal Patterns; that cannot be accounted far by the 
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Laws of corporeal Extenfion and Figure, and they 
muſt have an Operation of another Nature. 
Thus much concerning the firſt Operations of 
human Underſtanding, I call it ſimple Apprehenfion, 
whether it is a pure and abſtracted Idea, or is im- 
Plicated with Matter and Motion in a human Body. 
For we have not only ſimple Ideas but combined 


Principles and Faculties, as Judgment, Reaſon, 3 


the conſequential Operations thereof. 


There is a principle that directs and ee over ; 


all theſe, called by the Greeks, To 1y«uornv: and 
wo ene, the leading, commanding, abſolute 
Principle of the Mind: This directs all the Opera- 
tions thereof, and extends likewiſe its Power over 
the Motion of the Body. This Principle and the 
reſt muſt be carefully examined, to arrive at a per- 
feet Knowledge of the Nature of the Soul. 2 

We muſt divide the mental Operations regularly J 


wow ſimple Apprehenſion, Judgment and Reaſon- 8 


ing, and into Method: That is, the Series of hu- 
Mall Thou hts, E they are diſposed in the Mind. 5 


Method di poles the numerous Ratiocinations, they i 


In their Turn connect the ſeveral Judgments, and 


cthoſe Judgments compare and compound ſeveral ' 


Ideas together; ſo that the ſimple Ideas are the firſt | 
Elements of Reaſon, as the Letters of the Alphabet 


are of Reading; they compound ſingle Sentences, . 


*thole Sentences form perfett Periods, and thoſe Pe- 
riods. perfect Diſcourſes. Thus anſwers the Scale | 


of Thought to the ſeveral Parts of human Speech. 


Concerning Ideas J have already ſpoken, we muſt 
-next>come to judgment and Reaſoning, in which the 
Mind conſiders the Relation Ideas have to each other, 


for taken by themſelves they have no Efficacy or ; 


Force, * to 85 conclude or affirm any rational 
e Truth: ; 
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Truth: This is another Action or Faculty. of the 
Mind, which, by the comparing Ideas together, | 
forms Concluſions: either concerning them or the 


Things they repreſent, by contemplating the mu- 


tual Congruity or Incongruity they have amongft 


themſelves. But if theſe Ideas are Particles of Mat- 


ter, moved too and fro; is this Relation of Ideas 


attached to them as an Appendix to that Matter; I 
and what is that grand Principle or; Judge that pre- 
ſides over theſe Ideas, compares, examines, an 
compounds them into Pro poſitions rnd She various 
Combinations of Reaſon ? | 
Laſtly, What ſhall we fay to this progreſſive ope⸗ 
ration in our Thoughts, from ſimple Perception to 
Judgment, from judgment to Ratiocination; 1s 
this performed by the Impulſe of one Part of the 
Soul upon the other, according to the Laws of Mo- 


tion? It is impoſſi ble to believe ſo ahſurd an Opi- 


nion; for examine your Soul, and find if you can 
reconcile theſe Operations by contact Impulſe, or 
the Collifion of Bodies againſt each- other. The 


Soul cannot tell you the Laws of material Motion 
are concerned in this Affair, unleſs it lies againſt its 
own. (elf, and is ina C onſpiracy againſt its on 


Dignity and Honour; and then that Depreſſion is 


the juſt Puniſhment, as well as Conſequence of its 


Iniquity. It muſt otherwiſe, I ſay, confeſs, That 


theſe Effects proceed not from corporeal Power, 


but are under the Influence of a thinking Nature, | 
and the working of our ideas, that bring forth the 


numerous - Superfztations in our cogitative Syſtem. 


But to confirm this Teſtimony the Soul gives of its 


ſelt, let us reflect upon the Nature of ſimple Ideas, 


naked, abſtracted and diſtinct as they are in them- 
Rives; they are not the Ideas of Truth and Falſhood, 
7 20 which 


86 Of the Starz of the Dxav. 
which are complex, and proceed from a Diſpoſition 
of more Ideas, compared and formed into Propofi- 
ents in the Mind, from theſe Rea- 


Paint or graphically deſcribe the rational Proportion 


tions and Jud 
In nad Spee 


are derived. 6 


in comparing, contemplating, ſeparating and 


judging Ideas, from whence all improves into Rea- 
On, and the whole Series and Concatenation of 


Thought depends thereon : The ſimple Ideas with- 


ont this are as uncemented Sand; but what makes 
them cohere, are the Relations they have to each 


other, worked up into the Underſtanding, and there 
taken in, become Parts of intellectual Perception. 
uh, We muſt obſerve, theſe complex Images in 
the Bram and on the Fancy, compounded from theſe 


mutual Relations, have & no corporeal Dimenſions 
and Parts. The original Terms may be repreſented 


as a Triangle and Square in the Mind, but who cau 


or Habirude theſe have to each other, or to a third; 


this 1s the Operation of Reaſon in the Mind, and 


cannot be marked ont by Lines or material Dimen- 
Kons . 5 f 


Ms. 


, 8 - 
— | — —— — — — 


I believe nalas is put down for multas in the Original: 
For the Faney is the Field of the Underſtanding, and takes in a 
Karger Scope than the Field of ſimple Painting in the Mind. 
But if the Dr. was wrong, I have endeavoured to put him 
g#ight. I am ture a Man with a dull Fancy will be a dull 


_ + He is certainly right, for it is the A itſelf and not the | 


Subje& produced from the AR in the Mind, For as Pythagoras 
Wund out the 47. Prop. 1. Euclid by accidental placing 
go Squares upon à Third, and finding them exactly Quadrate, 


is firſt Act was mechanical, but the DeduRion and ſucceeding 
| mp | Demon 


From what has been ſaid we have 1ſt, An Am- 
1 of Reaſon, and of the Powers of the 
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As the Proptiet ſays, To vhm thin fhrall we den 
pare unte m, . 
40. 18, 50 1 may ſay, what Sirhilitade &f a Si. 
tude, or what Image of abſtractèd Proportith cif 
be drawn out in a Draught upòn the Bram; öf apor 
any ocher Chart or Surtace ot Matter: The Reaſons 
of Good and Evil, Bate and Honeſt, 'Pofibilify-and 
mpoſſibility, and all thoſe uni verſal Ideas generated 
by Nenection, have no Relations ih the Bram, 8 
Suadow, Form or Figure therein. But of this 

1 hus far we have purſued the Gradation ef the 
Mind in all its Operations, from fimple Perecption 


to Judgment, Reaſon, and the whole compounded 


Syitem of Thinking, thro every Series to the Ats 


and Sciences, and all the Propofitions that ih Theory 


an. Practice relate to the Condutt of human Affairs. 
Tneſe Virtues and Powers of the Mind we adfnire, 
d'ftivguithed from the corporeal Machines and the 
Implications of Matter. Let us now return co chat 
eat and governing Principle that prefides in che 
ind over the corporeal Machines, and directs the 


- 
* n r tak. x WE Ls * + + / 
8 


A - 


Demonſtration was an immaterial Operation of the Mind, and 


diſtinct from the Subject demonſtrated to be ſo, and eannot be 


graphically deſcribed, as all Repreſentations of material Obe 
dan: It therefore neceſfarily follows, Thut ratioh -Deditcions 
enn be the Effects only of an immaterial Being. The Argumert 


is admirably good, and ſhall be illuſtrated and purſued when 1 


come to the End of this Chapter. But when the Subject like» 
wiſe is immaterial, how can a material Idea belong thetefd. 7. e. 
How can the Repreſentation of what has Dimehſisls, be the 
Image of what has ho Demenſions: For nd Mun is d 4 be 
fix Yards honeſt, or ten Yards re in his Dimenſidas of 
Piety, Therefofe material Thought can never mea ſure or te · 
preſent immaterial _ a 


Motions 


Ag : 
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Motions thereof: This is what I called before 18 
%, and the Latins, Liberum As bitrium; the 
abſolute and uncontrol'd Will of the Underſtanding. 
By this Principle the Body is governed, and the Spi- 
7 commanded away to their Poſts : By this we re- 
the Propenſities, Appetites and Affections that 
have too near a Relation to our Bodies. 
But what is this that governs, over rules, and re- 
ſtrains the Body, if we have nothing in us but Bo- 
dy; when a River flows in a Current, it cannot be di- 
verted by any proper Will of its own, into a contrary 
Channel, Matter cannot work upon itſelf alone, nor is 
any Machine conſcious of the Springs of Motion in 
its on Bowels, and from a Knowledge thereof able to 
correct and amend the ſame; if it once goes wrong, 
it purſues that erroneous Plan, till the more intelli- 
gent Hand of the Maſter brings 1 it back 1 into a right 
State. 
This refletive Principle, as I call it, can neyer 
come within the Deſcription of Mechaniſm, this 
felf conſcious Power, tranſcends the Springs and 
Wheels of Machines, and is proper only to an in- 
tellectual Nature, and is indeed the greateſt and 
moſt-divine Part thereof; but I do-not only admire 
this Principle, as preſiding over, and governing 
Matter, but what is more excellent ſill, it goyerns 
the Mind itſelf; and as the ſupream judge directs 
the Motions of one, and the Actions of the other 
Sy its Sovereign Will, when we ſleep, the Thoughts 
Bins, ramble over the Fancy, without Cohe- 
ace, or the Command of Reaſon, when we wake 
is-Principle, reaflumes the Government over the 
Thoughts, moderates, - ſtops, and corre&s their 
wild F lights, and brings them back, rejecting the 
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and Order; what is this ſuperior Power awing in 
the Body, and directing the Mind, but the Sove- 
reign Queen, Human Underſtanding . 

As to our own. Thoughts, and the Operations of 
the Mind, we find in our ſelves, that by an innate 
Force, Will, and Power, we apply the Mind to the 
Purſuit of any particular Subjett; we dwell longer 
thereon, or ſtop ſhort, and turn to another, as we 
pleaſe. Moreover, it is to be obſerved, that this 
abſolute Principle our Free-will ſometimes call Rea- 
ſon into its Conſultations; and when it neglefts ſo 
to do, and purſues the utmoſt Licence of Power, it 
hurries the whole Syſtem into Ruin; but in Con- 
cert with Reaſon, it acts with ſome faint Reſem- 
blance to the Wiſdom and Power of God; it cor- 
rects the Error of the Will, and of our Senſes, and 
of Affections, proceeding from corrupt Imagination: 
And in this the Power of the divine Soul ſhines forth 


in every Action or Paſſion of the Soul, in even the 


moſt low and abjett of all our Senſations and Ap- 


petites, it is till ſuperior to the Body. I ſay this 


conſcious and perceiving Principle above Matter, 
and all materialiſed Affections, when it carries us to 
the Perfection of our Nature, we leave the Earth 
and earthly Things beneath our Feet, and riſe to- 
wards Heaven abſorbed therein, and freed from or- 
ganical Conſtruction, and Mechanical Servitude. 
Io proceed, Thought has two Properties income 
patible with Matter, viz. Action and Simplicity, in 
that Action; thinking is an Action of the moſt fant 


ꝓle and unaffected Nature: Matter is CA 
void of Action as hard and ſolid Bodies are, Oy: 

. etherwiſe, they are ftill void of Unity, as fluid 
Ind volatile Matter; which confifts of heterogenious 


P 


articles, wandring: up and down, without _ 
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and II. being laid den, we: os” 1 
We have in er {lives that irg . a 
Principle, penetrating and diffuſing into, and o- 

—— Paflians of the Mina : de- 
mand what ths Being is; is it a Particle of Matter, 
ir one and the fame Thing, which perceives all 
external Objects, has the Power of judging, reaſon- 
ing, and determining upon them, receives all Im- 
preſſions, exerts all the Actions of the Soul: Cer- 
tainly- this univerſal Principle muſt have inexpreſſible 
y and Unity, to receive 10 many Impreſſi- 
en without Contuſion, and to have within its own 
intuition, the innumerable Reaſons and Relations 
of} 24 No Part of Matter is capable of this Uni- 
tormaty and Simplicity; whatſdever is received, 
mult be modelled after the Manner of the Receiver, 
_ «hich, according to the Diverſity of its Parts, ren- 
der the Impreſſian broken and confuted: If all the 
ImpreMion falls upon one ſingle Point, it will cauſe 
 Confufion, and it upon more than one, Diſtraction; 
nor enn one fingle Point take into its Perception, 
che Impreſſion of the entire Object; for in compa- 
ting, judging, and perceiving, either external or 
echer Objetts, this fingle Point mult pervade, ap- 
 prekend, connect, or divide the Filaments of theſe 
| Boss; and in all this Variety of Operations, there 
mult he 2 common Energy or Power that pervades 1 
She whole, and is the Soul of even the Soul it ſelf. 
— Principle, — 3 abſolute Sim- 
ity Unity 1ncempatible w extendeg 
— e == 


of 31 
- Upon the Whole, with all | poilible Brevity di 
cuſſed, it is evident to me, that the Mind is not on- 
ly of another Nature, but ſuperior to the Body in 
all Reſpects, whether we confider the Ideas of both, 
or the Operations of the Soul, or that univerſal con- 
ſcious Principle in every Man. There are many o- 
ther Arguments uſed by learned Men, and in- 
deed invincible ones, to prove the Diſtinction 
of the Soul from the Body, or any Part there- 
of. The Soul is certainly permanent, and * nume-» 
rically the ſame always, but the Parts of the Body 
; are ſubject to decay, falling away, and a Succeſſion 
of new ones, „ of all that has paſſed in the 
; new Station, they have taken up. 
But why need we inſiſt on theſe, when the Chriſti- 
an Religion is full and expreſs, as to the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, and the Diſtinction thereof from 
the Body, both in its Beginning and End. In the 
Birth of Man, the holy Text diſtinguiſhes the Soul 
from the Body, when it ſays, God formed the Ba 
from the Earth, and dane! the Soul into the ame, 
Gen. ii. 7. And likewile upon the Difſolution of 
the Human Compoſition, it ſends each Part diſtinct- 
ly from whence they came. Then ſhall the Duſt re- 
turn to the Earth as it was, and the Spirit ſhall rerum 
to God who gave it, Eccleſ. xii. 7. Therefore Chrift 
has told us, The Bech may be deſtreyed and extingei- 
| ſhed by Men, and the Soul 7 remain free from Injuries of 
that Nature; Matth. x. 28. And therefore at his 
i . e 
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God, while his Body hung upon the Croſs, Luke 
2xX11.' 46. He has likewiſe-told us, that the Souls 


of Abrabam and the Patriarchs at leaſt in his Time, 


and penetential Souls, releaſed from their Bodies, 
and Gebenna or Hell for the Wicked, Luke xvi. 22. 
c. xxiii. 43. Hoſes and Elias long after this mor- 


tal Life, appeared at the Transfiguration of Chriſt, 


John xi. 43. He moreover called back Souls to their 
Bodies again at his Pleaſure, and reſumed his own 
Body atter Three Days, and aſcended into. Heaven 
in full Life and Glory, Matth. ix. 25. So that 
Chriſt both in Words and Facts, teſtified the Di- 


ſtinction of the Soul from the Body, and its ſurvi- 


ving after Death. 
- * Whereas the Dead are ſaid to flew in the Scrip- 


ture, this does not affect the Immortality of the 


Soul, which ſtill a&s in the ſtrongeſt Bonds of Sleep; 
he Senſes are confined, and not affected by exter- 


nal Objects, which may be the Cale in a State of 


Death, or in the ſeparate State, when we converſe 
only with God, and the intellectual World; till on 
the Reſurrection we aſſume a viſible corporeal 
Shape, then we open and renew our Commerce with 
the external World, being reſtored thereto by Chriſt, 
who is the Lord of oh living, and of the dead : 


But of theſe Things hereafter. 
To conclude, the Notion of the di den of 
Soul and. 4: Body, is ken n to the * 


* * 
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2 [Te appears 1 the Holy — that the Dead have: 
Liſe proper. to them, and that the intermediate State fromithe 


from the Body neee is a lor of Life. 


| Se I x Thefſ v. 10. 25 
capacity | 


were alive, Matth. xxii. 32. And gives the Boſom 
of Abraham and of Paradiſe, for the Seat of pious 
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Capacity and Genius of Men; and if any Perſon has 
an Inclination to doubt of the Exiſtence of his own 
Body, and of all external Appearances, he never- 
thelels muſt be certain of the Exiſtence of his own 
Soul, from whence it is apparent, they have no in- 
diſſoluble Connection: The very doubting creates a 
Certitude of. Exiſtence; for the very Action or 
Operation, proves the Exiſtence of the Object of 
that Action, and the moſt obſtinate Hereticks will 
not go ſo far, as to doubt of their own Exiſtence ; | 
let them therefore take away the Sun and Stars, and 
all the external World with them, even Body and 
all, there ſtill remains that thinking Subſtance, that 
ſweeps away the reſt, and will not march in the 
Train of non-exiſting Beings, deſtroyed by that 
Subſtance, in doubting whether they exift or not; 
This is that incorporeal Subſtance, independant of 
corporeal Diſſolution, but poſſeſſed of its own pro- 
per Life, ſurvives immortal, and capable of eter- 
nal Happineſs and Miſery. | e 


1 480 


REMARKS; 1 


I. am very much afraid, from the Experience I have had of 
he Wickedneſs of Mankind, and the Impiety and Contempt 
of another World in Men of Education, and in other Caſes of 
diſtivguiſhed Senſe, that too many are apt to doubt of even 
the Immateriality of any Being whatſoever, much more of 
the Immateriality of the Soul, and more than even that of a 


| future State. 


I ſhall be as clear in diſtinguiſhing in this Chapter, as I can, 


becauſe I would make Men feel what they are, the only Me- 
thod to bring them into a Senſe of Religion. 


1. That the Soul is an immortal Subſtance, independant of | 


| the Body. et | 


This is the Propoſition to be proved, becauſe it conſequent- 
ly follows from thence, that it does ſubſiſt, when the Organs 
it 
in 
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in any Manner, or at leaſt that it is no Contradiction, that it 


does ſubſiſt in that Manner, an important Step towards pro- 


ving a future State. | : | 
- He ſays, we find nothing in the Soul, but Thought and the 
Powers thereof, i. e. All the Operations of the Mind are diſtiact 
from Matter. That is, they have no Dep-ndence upon the 


| known Properties of Matter; this is the moſt ſate and modeſt 


Way of proceeding, becauſe I cannot admire the Forwardneis 
of ſome who pretend to know all the Properties of Matter, 
who meaſure, and lay it out as with a Line, when we can 
come only at the ſuperficial F roperties thereof, after all our 


Search and Labour; and it is fufficient that we know ſome of the 


eſfential Properties of Matter: A great many more may be hid- 


den from us, and for ought I know Coheſion it lelf may be one, 


however philoſophically and mathematizally we pretend to, prove 
it. And if we take Extenſion from, Matter, we either an- 
nihilate or tranſubſtantiate the ſame; and if the Soul is not 
extended as a Body is, it is not Matter; and if it is extended 
as a Body is, the Operations thereof muſt be attended with 
material Extenſion. nodes inet ot og 

By material Extenſion, I mean a determinate Quantity of 
Space filled up, and exactly meaſured, by a Subſtance that has 
eie from Space. 
Conſequently Extenſion muſt always attend this Subſtance, 
or the Definition falls to the round. 

I ſay, if Extenſion is the Property of any Subſtance, the 
Extenſion muſt remain with that Subſtance ; and take away 
Extenſion, the Subſtance ceales ta be; for Extenſion has the 
ſame Effet as Numeration, for it divides the Subſtance in- 
finitely into Parts; and while the F arts remain, the Extenſion 
remains; and when Extenſion is taken away, the Parts are ta- 
ken away likewiſe; and if the Parts, the whole: And it you 
take away Extenſion and Parts, what remains; if any Thing, 
it muſt be an immaterial Subſtauee; and if nothing, it is 
Space: And this is Annihilation, if the Body is not moved as 
to fill another Quantity of Space, by Rarefaction, Denſation, 
or Tranſlation, from one Place to another. 
Buy Rarefaction the Extenſion meaſures more Space with new 


Acceſſion of Parts; by Denſation it meaſures fewer Parts, yet 


every individual Part is equally meaſur'd and extended as be- 
fore : So that Alteration in Bodies is not internal, but external 
and accidental. For one Particle in the Earth, another in the 
Sea, are equally meaſured by their eſſential Extenſion, what- 
ever Bodies are interposꝭ d between, and Rarefaction and 1 
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lation is no more than interpoſing or taking away intermediate. 
Parts: So that Extenſion is an effential Property of Matter, 
and no Tranſpoſſtion of Parts can take away or deſtroy the lame. 
For Extenſion has as indiſſoluable a Relation to the Parts of 
Matter, as Numbers have to the Things numbered + For If 1 
lay, Such a Niſtance meaſures ten Foot, it I take away 3, I 
muſt either take away five Foot, or the whole ten remain. 
1 would have the Reader conſider carefully what have here 
ſaid, for it is the tirit Entrance into all the Knowledge we in 
our preſent State can have of Pody and Spirit, and conſequently, 
of all the States each muſt undcrgoe, or are capable . 
I would have the Reader obſerve, I have confin'd my ſelf only 
to the Definition of material Extenfton; and I lay this down as 
eMnacim'e :?: 1. en en, En 
That it Extenſion, which meaſures Space, applied to any 
Subitance, meaſures that Subſtance numerically, in the ſame 
Proportion it meaſures Space, as certainly as a right Line fal- 
ling upon two parallel Lines, divides them proportionally. I 
ſay, This Maxim is equal to Mathematial Demonſtration; 
nay, moreover, is really ſuch; as will appear by the following 


Diagram; 6. e PUT; 7 70: SF 1,236 
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Let the intire Area of this Parallelogram be ſuppoſed Space 


vdid of any Subſtarice, even Air it ſelf, and meatur'd out by 
| the Almighty to be fill'd up with Subſtance, equally the ſamè: 
| Let the two Parallelograms a b, ed be made equal, it is evident, 
| the Diagonal e f divides the Area into two equal Parts; and 


| conſequently the Subſtance is by that Line divided into two 
equal Parts, contained within the two equal Triangles, that 


make up the wliole Area of the Parallelogram. The. alternate 


Triangles g h 7 k are equal, and by the ſame Rule the alternate 
= on 1 e 


Triangles 
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Triangle 1 n will be equal, and proportionally divide equal 


Farts of that Subſtance in inſinitum: And by this Axiom in 
Euclid, that the Parts are equal to the whole; it is evident, the 
Extenſion meaſures the Subſtance numerically, thro' the whole 

But we will ſuppoſe the Space to be only in Part fil'd with 


difforent Kinds of Subſtance, and that the two Triangles 21 o 
remain void Space till, and let the Triangles Im be a fluid 
Subſtance, ſuppole Air, take away all the reſt of the parallelo- 
gramatick Space, the two Triangles being equal, are propor- 
tionally meatured by the Extenſion of Half the little Farallelo- 


grams; as the whole great Parallelogram is by the two Triangles 


that divide the ſame in Halves. And thus you may proceed in- | 


 Hnitly, ſuppoſe ſome void Space even in the Triangles Im, and 
it ſill follows, that Extenſion meaſures the Subſtance numerically 


thro the whole. And this makes it out plain, bow Subſtance 


anda Vacuum are meaſured by Extenſion together ſeemingly, 
and yet are intirely ſeperated from each other. This might 
have ſav'd Des Cartes his wrong Hypotheſis, in aiſerting Space 
and Subſtance to be the fame. From hence likewile it follows, 
That the leaſt Particle of Matter you can form an Idea of in 
the Imagination, being carried to the greateſt Diſtance from 
another by Diſſipation or Rarefaction, it is ſtill numerically mea- 
_ lured by Extenſion, and can never loſe that Property. 
Extenſion alone is void of all Properties, therefore if any Pro- 
ies flow from within the Space, meaſured by that Extenſion, 
ſome Subſtance muſt be there; bhecauſe Properties cannot act 


without a Subject: And it it comes under the Definition of be- 


ing meaſured by Extenſion, this is a material Subſtance, all its 


Operations are confin d to Laws, ſtrict M at hematical Laws, 
and cannot act as Spirits do; for as we have pnee fix d this Sub- 
ſtance by Extenſi on, we ſhall look upon it 44% Body, and treat 
. 1 
I his brings me to my great Argument of all, That the Ope- 
rations of the Mind are ſuch as cannot flow from a Subſtance 
materially extended. And when 1 have done with this, moſt 
the — 15 has ſaid in this Chapter will be included and clearly 
ain d. W f 
- 1it, Ideas are the Images of Things in the Underſtanding : It re- 
mains to be examined, Whether they are material or no; and 
tor the Reaſons I ſhall bring, they will appear not to be fo. 
The Originals muſt firit be enquired into, what they are. 
External material Objects form Images in the Mind of Extenſion 
and colour only, at the firſt Impreſſion; the other Properties 
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are work d up afterwards by Reflection an Judgment: For In- 
ſtance, a Guinea makes at firſt no other Image in the Mind than 
of a yellow circular, equal Superfizes, multiplied by the Extert 
of a very little Part of its Circumference into Depth: The 
other Properties follow from Contemplation, Feeling and Ex- 
perience, and all the wonderful Agitations it makes in the Mind 
of a poor Man when it is put into his Hands, and much more 
in a Villain, when it makes him abandon Humanity, Duty and 
Love, even for Poſterity and his Ccuntry, EX 

To return from a very harſh and diſagreeable Obſeryation, I 
was ſpeaking of the firſt Impreſſions of material Objects, an 
Idea is only an Image of an image, ſtri ly conſidered ; for the 
Image painted in the Eye is only a different Modification of the 
Rays of Light reflected from an external Object, and tranſmit- 
ted thro the Coats and Humours of the Eye to the Retina, 
where it ſtops, and makes a Concuffion upon the Optick Nerve, 
whoſe harmonious Fibres communicate to the Brain different 
Species of Sights: So far, at leaſt, if we go, the external Ob- 
ject never enters the Eye, the Rays of Light are the Meſſen- 
gers to inform the Optick Nerve what Object is before the Eye, 
and the Optick Nerve informs the Brain; and when the Object 
departs from that Situation, the Image is recommended to the 
Memory: So that the dea is proper, y an Image of a Thing con- 
vey d to the Underſtanding by Report, and therefore can be no 
material Object let into the Brain: If it is form'd there aſter- 
wards, as it mult be, if it is material, and not let in as ſuch 
into the Brain, we ſhall have Workings enough of Abſurdities 
to make out this H; potheſis; as to the Correlpondenc: between 
the Brain and an immaterial Being, tho' it is wonderful, beyond 
the Powers of human Reaſon to conceive, I can ſubmit; but 
we know ſo much of the Powers of Matter, that we will not 
allow any Powers thereof to contradict Mathematical Demon- 
ſtratio ns. | 


For let the Optick Nerve ſhake all the Fibres in the Brain in | 


what Manner ſoever ycu pleaſe, you may as well ſay, a Spinnet 


can make an Idea, as the Brain; here muſt be Matter ready to 
ſupply for the Idea, it muſt be formed into the perfect Shape of 


the external Object, mathematically true, as to ſerve for all the 


Laws of Perſpective; and all this done by a Parcel of Ma- 
thematical Strings laid croſs each other. i 
If the Mind raiſes a Ferment in the Body with the Paſſion of 
Anger, the Spirits ſtill move according to the Law of Mecha- 
niſm ; the Heart dilates and contracts in that mechanical Manner, 
however ſtrong the Idea of the Injury works upon the Mind. 
| „ | | Likewiſe 
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_ Likewiſe the Mind is elevated or depreſſed by the Diſpoſition 
of the Organs, from whence” Organical Motion flows; but in 
what Manner is it affected, to think ſlowly, to diitinguiſh worſe, 
and to turn the Creature almoſt fometim.s into an deo; is itil] 
all in its own Way, and according to the Laws of human Under- 


ſtanding. 125 1 
There is a great Difference between Matter influencing ano- 
ther Subſtance to act in its own Way, and Matter Producing in 
it ſelf an Action inconſiſtent with its own known Laws and x ro- 
pertics. That Matter may excite an immaterial Idea in an im- 
material Subitance, is what we may grant without a Contra- 
diction, becauſe the Manner is above human Ferception; but 
that an immaterial Idea can floy from Matter is a Contradicti: 
on, becaule its Immateriality is ſtrip'd ot thoſe Properties with- 


out which Matter never works. | 

Is an idea a Subſtance in it ſelf, or only relative to a Subſtance? 
. e. is it the Effect of a certain Operation of the Mind, by 
which we have the Images of Things lodged in the Underſtan- 
ding? You may as well jay, if the Caſe be ſo, That Vi tue has 
Relation to a iriansle, a Square, Oc. as that an Idea can be 
relative to the Formation of any Figure that is Natter and 
endued with Motion: 1 he Act of the Underſtanding forms the 
Idea of Virtue, yet it is no tansibie Subſtance ;' it ſubmits nei- 
ther to Motion nor Extenſion; it operates, but not materially 
in a relative Manner, to the Act or the Underitanding, that 
forms that compound Idea: It is plain an idea cannot be rela- 
tive to an Operation of M 


ding to be an Operation ct Matter. 


Ihisleads me on to another Queſtion concerning the Operat'on 


2 


of Matter, Whether it can have ſ.cret Properties that perate in- 
dependent cf the known Shackles we ſee it entanyled withal, i. e. 
it hout being jett.r d by Extenſicn, by particular Lams of tic 
tion, &c.? it we 'once grant this, a new Scheme tor 1piritua- 

lizing the material M or: d at on:e is formed. 5 
For i have before proved, That Eætenſion is inſeperable from 

Matter; and 4 now come to prove, I' bat when Jwotion is im- 
prenied on Matter, that Motion is to be reduced into eiſential 
and inſeperab e Laws. FOLD 5 Tn 
Motion is on'y a Property Matter is capable of; and God has 


atter, unicis we grant the Lnderitan- 


- 


given Motion to created Beings; whizh- Motion Iays hold on 
' tome4 art of Matter, and others it paſſes over, and ty the reit 
ie is communicated in different Degrees, till it is funk, ſpent 
or loft. I am ipeaking only of the jeifer Not.on, and gn of 
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thoſe ſupream Laws of Attraction and Gravitation God has im- 
pen nr AAA fern nh | 
It is let Jooſe from Flints by Colliſion, it is preſery'd in the 
Poweis of the Earth, renewed by continual Fermentations; it is 
lock d up in the vegetative Lite, and prelſery'd in the animal 
Kinds trom one Generation to another, thro' the whole World : 
If it is one general, uniform Frinciple, it may be reduc'd to Laws; 
and tho they may by Des Cartes and Sir Iſaacłk Newton be called 
Seven, Bag 5; Gay the greater Number makes no Irregularity or 
ContradiQion ; for they are multiplied by Des Cartes for want 
of Clearneſs, and reduced hy dir Jaack Newtcn into Three for 
CI As ſtill the greater Number are virtually contained in 
the les, rn | | 
Therefore unleſs Goc]has not in all Caſes made them uniform, 
they are ſubje& to Mathematical Rules, and by them the Pre- 
tenſions of Mechanical Underſtanding may be tried, | 
There is no other way to ſolve this, than by ſuppoſing the 
Matter to be a Kind of fott Wax, ready to be ſtamped with the 
Impreiton made by the correſpondent rilaments of the Optick 
Nerve in the Erain. ei tans 5 
i have helped the Lucretians out here as far as I can; but 
further we ſhall be mired in the Diſficuities of their Hypotheſis, 


— 


for if the Images be not conveyed away after this Stamping, great 


Confuſion will ariſe from a thouſand Impreſſions upon the lame 


Part of Matter: And it the Nerves, by their own Strength, 
ſhould caſt them ol, there mut be ſome Judgment for the 
Flaces where the images are to lie in Order, and not to be 
crouded one upon another. I muit confeſs the Diſorder in a 


great many Mens Heads may ſeem to javour this Hypotheſis; 


but this can on. y 1ait theſe raving mad in Bedlam, The fol- 


_ lowing Diagrain zhe ws the perfect ↄcheme of this ſuppoſed Me: 


x 


— 


chanical working in the Brain; and we ſhall find it inconſiſtent 


with the known Operations ard Laws of Matter. 4 reprelents 


D 4 the 
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the external Object, h the Retina, e the impreſſing Fibres in the 
Brain, d the Extremities of thoſe Fibres where the Impreſſion 
is made upon the ſoft Matter, and where the Preception is ſup- 
poſed to be, e the Memory, 8 

It is evident, another Object ſucceeding in the Room of a, of 
equal Force, by the plainneſs of Superficies to reflect the Rays 


ef Light, will, by the Laws of Motion, caſt the Idea directly 


ſo as to cover the firſt. 3 
This leads me one to conſider, according to this Mechanical 
Hypotheſis, what Effects upon the Memory this would pro- 


duce ; I muſt ſuppoſe the Ideas to be Impreſfions upon a ſtrong 


fort of Matter, malliable and not apt to break; 1 fuppoſe the 
calling of the Object to Mind again muſt be a backward Mo- 
tion of f from the Memory to d, the Place of Perception a- 
gain: But here an Impoſſibility will ariſe, for the Body f to 
move backwards, without protruding the intermediate one to 
the Perception before it; and if the Perception and Memory lie 
even cloſe, the ſame Objection will remain: If I want to re- 


member a Horſe, and an Aſs lies before or between, the Horſe 
will neyer riſe up in the Memory. 6 


For all theſe Motions in the Mind, if Mechanical, muſt be 
perform d according to the Mechanical Motions of the tibres, 


And the ſame Directions will produce the ſame Effects. 


Therefore I ſay, Corporeal Schemes can never ſolve theſe 
Operations, becauſe Matter is confined by Extenſion and ſtub- 
born, by reaſon of its Impenetrability, and can work no other 


Way than by protruding other Bodies when it ſtirs; and there - 
fore the fine Thinking-Syſtem will not admit of theſe Junibles; 


of which, more ſhall be laid. N > 
From whit has been ſaid, the Ideas are not material: I defire 
to know how Matter can work upon them, and produce thele 
wonderful Operations of the Underſtanding, if the 1deas are 


not Matter themſelves. 


Some will object, That Matter works upon our Thoughts, 


and that daily Experience is a ſuſſicient Proof thereof. It is true 


tne ineffable Union of the Soul and Body is far beyond any Phi- 
loſophy we can have to account for; but let us conſider in what 
anner it works it is firſt by a mutual Operation, or it would 
more abſtruſe and the Effects they have upon each other 
Aing to the manner of diſtin Subſtances, that prelerve 
each their own Laws th, © N £7 LD 
omg nom to prove, That the Operations of the Mind, 
e cer ve ailow Motion to Matter or not, are of a different 
BITS CORE. 5 „„ enen, 


ant x 
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not be ſolved that Way, 
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Formation therefrom, and cannot come within the Laws of nu- 


merical and material Extenſion. 

iſt, lo follow the Doctor's Paragraph cloſe, whatever are 
are the Operations of the Soul in it ſelf, or externally, they cans 
1 will ſuppole, That God has given all the neceſfary Motion 
to Matter independant of the common Laws, ind of even 
Gravitation and Attra&tion; I ſay, I will grant it only for an 
Hypothehs, if our Adverſaries can make one for themſelves 
with the 'ielp of my Conceſſions, and yet they will not have 


g enough for their m-chanical Scheme when they have done. 


One aw we mult never relinquiſh, becauſe if we let a Breach 
into the \,ounds thereof, we open a Way for 2 grand Contra- 
diction to flow in, viz. That Matter cannot move it ſelf, and 
that all Matter muſt be impreſſed by an intelligent Being, who 
fixes its Laws. 5 0 | x 

I will grant therefore, That in the Mind the Angles of Inci- 
dent are not equal to the Angles of Reflection; and I will, pro 


. tempcre, grant even the reſt away, and ſhall adhere only to men- 


tion in general, Materiality and Extenſion. | 
As for the Actions of the Soul, we muſt define what we mean 

by the Word Scul. | IN 7 

Aczording to my Hypotheſis, the Soul is an independant, im- 
material, powerful Being, that perform all the Operations we 
call the Effects of Thinking. | 

According to the Carpuſcularian Hypotheſis, the Soul is that 
particular Diſpoſition of Matter which forms the whole Syſtem 
of what we call ihinking, „ 

| have before proved, that Extenſion is eſſential to Matter, 


and numerically divides the ſame. 


t, Therefore as to the internal Operations of the Mind, 
the comparing and combining Ideas, the Action it ſelf is incom- 
patible with 1»:atter, and the Effects thereof cannot have Mates 


riality and Extenſion. 


The comparing Ideas is an Intuition of the Mind upon the 
Similitude, and 1Jifimilitude of tdeas, If I was to form an 
Idea of an omnipotent, eternal, infinitely good Being; by com- 


paring my Idea of Omnipotence with Power confin d by known 
Laws, that it can act and go no further; Eternal, with the 


Idea of Corruption and a Dependance upon corruptible Cauſes; 
and eternal Goodneſs, with the Idea of Frailty and Imper- 
fection; I call this Being, with oppoſite Ideas to the laſt, God: 
And tho' I cannot have a perfect Idea, nor a compleat Image in 
my Mind of theſe Attributes, yet the faint and juſt paſſant Re- 
: 1 Hl ſemblances 


42 Of the STATE of tbe DEAD. 
' ſemblances form the compound Idea in our Mind; and all thoſe 
compound Ideas, tho' faint and obſcure, have yet l.ineaments 
enough to anſwer the End of human Knowledge, to make us 
humble, pious and religious. br 4, Thy 
Well, but this Action of comparing Ideas, if material, mult 
cauſe a Mytability in Matter; and there can be no Mutahitity 
of Matter without Motion, and Motion is an Exchange of ex- 
| tended Subſtance of one Portion of Space for another of the 
Tame Dimenſions. . 5 
. For Inſtance, If the Triangle i k, Fig. A. be mov d into the 
Space g b, and the Triangle g h, into the Space i k, the ſame 
Quantity of Extenſion numerically divides the Subſtance as be- 
fore, in Proportion to the Quantity mov d irom the Area of 
one Triangle into the other, divided by the Diagonal e ł. And 
77 ſame we may ſay proportionab!y of the minute Particles of 
atter, in inſinitum. Every Particle, with its Vacuum, takes 

up a Parallelogrammatick Space that has the ſame Proportion 
1 Extenſion to the great Parallelogram, as to its 
elf. e | | 
If therefore there is any Mutability of Matter, it muſt be 

comprehended under the Rulzs of this Propoſition; for if it 
keeps its Situation there is.no Alteration in the Figure, nor Con- 
ſequently in the Extenſion. | | 

I lay this down as a ſtanding Maxim, from the Conſideration 
of what has been ſaid, that, Jhere can be no Action of Matter 


withcut Mutability, = SS 
For if Matter is quieſcent, the ſame Space numerically divides 
the Subſtance as before, and the Figure receives no Alteration 
or Mutation; and from this it is a Contradiction, that any 
Action of Matter ſhould be without Motion, . 
If Matter is moved from one Space into another, this cannot 
produce any comparing of ideas, becaule void Space can only 
meaſure the Body poſleſſing that Space; and one i riangle tak- 
ing up the Place where another was before, produces no Simi- 
litude or Diſſimilitude, any more than the taking one Page of 
Letters, in a Frinting Preſs, from one Fart of the Form, and 
placing them in another, alters the Senſe of the Words the Let- 
ters make up. 5 e e 
If our Adverſaries fly back to avoid this, and inſiſt, that the 
Ideas are only different Combinations of Matter produced from 
Motion, I ſhall conſider this, only deſiring the Reader to re- 
' conſult what I have before ſaid concerning the Abſurdity of the 
Ideas being material, which are only the images or i hings. 


— 
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I ſhall now ſuppoſe, that the Action of Matter forms a Com- 


bination of Parts into ſo many Ideas; that there is a Similltude 
and Diſſimilitude in the different Figures, I grant, as there is 
betwixt a ſquare Table and an oval one, a round Ball and an 


hexagonical Superficies,; but the comparing Ideas is a Con- 
templation upon the Similitude of the two Bodies: For I 
have before oblerved, Tranſpoſition of Place makes no Altera- 
tion without a different Combination of Farts; therefore this 
A& of Contemplation, if material, muſt be breaking and knock- 
ing :deas to Fleces, like the Work in a Brafier's Shap, when 
the Maſter, perhaps, breaks three or four ſeveral old Pieces of 
Work, to make up a new Candleſtick. This is ſo far from 
comparing the Ideas, it is really impairing ; an Action intirely op- 
poſite thereto, and deſtroys Reflection and all the E 


Operations of the Underitanding, and makes the Houſe of Wif- 


dom really a Lumber Room. 4 

Whereas we are ſenſible, from our own Knowlege and Expe. 
rience, in our own way of thinking, that the Ideas, whether 
ſingle or compound, remain in the M ind the ſame, and are car- 


ried back to it by Reflection, as oft as there is Occaſion; fo 


that they never appear broken and deformed, unleſs in our Sleep, 
and that proceeds from another Caule, that affects the Perception 


at that Time; but this Hypotheſis would make the Mind of 


Man a continual Repoſitory of broken ideas and Dreams, . 
Our Adyerlaries cannot make this Action of comparing either 


filling up new Space by Motion, nor breaking ideas into Pieces, 


ſquaring or altering the imaginary Situation of their . Figures 


and t arts; they have only one Refuge left, and that will rot be 


long their own, to recur to. 15 

Ihat is, io make Matter the impreſſing Subſtanoe, that like 
the Letters of a Preis, forms the mages of Things in the Mind. 
This indeed hcals ſom? Abſurdities, and makes more; it pre- 
yents the Contradictions let in upon the Laws of Extenſion and 


Motion, but at the lame tim? it does not provide for a Subſtance 


to take this impreſſion; ſo that tue Pifficu. ties ar? only tranſlated 
and not taken away, as will appear trom What have before ſaid 
upon tlzure g. „ | : 

Ihe ſame Arguments will ſerve as to all the Operations of the 


Mind not here mentioned; for it even the fimple comparing 


Ideas cannot belong to Matter, neither can Tompounding, judg- 


ment and Ratiocination proceed therefrom, which are mere 


complex Actions of the Mind. 55 | - 
There is one fundamental Principle of the Soul requires a 

particular Diſ. uiſion in this Fiace, v. Conlcioulnels, of 
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by "ſhall lay it down. as a Maxim, That wid Space is capable of 


wo Qualities except 75 and Hiviſibiliy. The Area is 2 


Na Tabu s no Virtues and Proprieties. 

: From hence ſeveral Corollaries flow, of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance to the preceding and the preſent Queſtions beſore us. 
½ No Body receives any Virtue from Space, tho Space does 
from Bodies. 241y, If a Body remove trom ons Space to ano- 
ther, it receives no more Virtue from the laſt Space than the 


Tbeſe ſeem, and are the plaineſt Corollaries, and mathemati- 


1 12200 vre the transferring the Triangle 7 k, Fig. A. to the 
* of £2 creates no new Property, in the firſt Triangle, it 
Bad not before. 8 
"Conſequently, Motion of Matter cannot induce any new 
Property Matter had not before, if the Space Matter moves in- 
to is 2 meer Vacuum, by the Ceſhon of the Bodies that filled 
that Space before; as it muſt neceſſarily be, as Matter cannot be 
in ſeyeral different Places at the ſame Time. | 
Thus we come to the utmoit of our Argument, That Matter 
_ I indifferently the ſame, whatever Space it fills up with the 
fame Dimenſions. | - f 
T berefore Conſciouſneſs muſt be a diſtin& Principle from 
Matter, becauſe if we imagine Subſtance to be divided, com- 
bined or formed into any different Figures, by Motion or Po- 
fition of the Parts, this can no more produce or be the Effect 
' of Conſciouſneſs, than the Triangle i & can be endued with 
that Principle, by moving into the Place of g ; and the ſame 
Argument holds in the minuteſt and nioſt intenſe Motion of 
the Parts of Matter. 
_ Conſciouſneſs is the firſt Principle of the Mind, the Founda- 
Hor of all the reſt, tho very unactive in its ſelf, it being the 
Life of Worms, and the meaneſt Parts of the Animal Crea- 


. 


tion. | 5 

The next Princip'e is the Will: This is a Principle indeed 

that carries Power with it, like ſome Princes, who look very 

great in the Seat of Empire, yet are Slaves in the meaneſt Sub- 
Aion to their own Vaſſals: And tho this Principle is naturally 


eſted with Power to make a glorious Figure in the little M i- 


crocoſm of Man, it makes often a very indifferent one, by 
falling beneath its own Abilities. I defire to know what Vir- 
rn 200cn can have to endue the Bodies placed therein, with a 
Knowledge of their own Exiſtence, and a Will to chuſe, direct 


and 
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and govern the whole Syſtem, to flacken its Power when we 


lleep, and reſume it-when we wake. 2: :; bn. 
1he.other iuccceding Operations are moved by theſe Prin- 
ciples, not to jorm mechanical Zoncluſions, but noble Theorems: 
and laſting 1ruths, and to bind Matter it {elf in Chains of Pro- 
poſitions, that it may not pretend to more Power than it 
really b.... 4 14 bn eee 
To conclude, Mr. Locke, not able to avoid the Point-blank 
Force of theſe Arguments, placed himſelf at a greater Diſtance, 
and obliquely ſtruck at the immortality and immaterlality of the; 
Soul, by ſome Foſitions he has not been handſomely driven 
from ſince. —_ | B. | 5 2071 M 
He atferted it to be no Contradiction, That Matter ſhould: 
think: Which once granted, it would conſequently follow, that 
for ought we know to the contrary, we are only thinking Mat-: 
ter at the beſt; and therefore all our Aſſurances of a future State 
and our Dependance upon a Rekale by Death, from the Servi- 
tude. of the Lody, are weakned and rendred very precariaus. 
_ » Yet this Hypotheſis flows with Abſurdities, for he ſays, 
God may luperad a Quality to Matter it had not before. 
Vet this {uperadded Quality muſt act within the Sphere of: 
Matter, or in the Vacuum interſperſed thro' that Matter: If it 
acts within the Sphere of Matter, it muſt act within the Sphere 
of Extenſion, and be ſubject to the Motion or — Si 
2 and Thought muſt fill up Space, and be meaſured by 
But Thought, as I have proy'd before, is not capable of nu - 
merical Diviion and Extenſion, ns. 3051 xl 98 L- 
But it cannot act inthe Vazuum otherwiſe than in a material 
Manner; for it it be a Quality annexed to Matter, it muſt act 
within the Sphere of that Matter, by an evident Axiom, That 
nothing can act beyond itſelf; for where there is Power, the! 
Subject of that Power muſt be; and therefore the Sphere @f' 
Activity muſt be capactle of numerical Diviſion and Extenſion. 
It may perhaps be objected, That Attraction and Gravitation 
act in immenſe Spheres, thro? an Interpoſition of numerous Bo- 
dies, without filling up Space, or being confined by the Laws I 
have mentioned betore. 8 95 | 
I anſwer, That Attraction and Gravitation are only Terms 
arbitrarily aſſum'd, that they are no ſuperadded Qualities, and 
that other Words may be found out equally, it not more expreſ- 
ſive than they are; for all Bodies are capable of Motion and 
meaſuring Space. That Motion, and what we call Attraction 
ndnd Gravitation, is po more than a particular Direction of 
EY | Motion, 
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Motien; impreſſed by the Decree of God, while the World 
endures; you may as well ſay, I add a new Quality to Matter 
— when I ſtrike a Ball at Billiards that was before quieſcent ; where- 
as alk Matter is in its own Nature eapable of Motion, the 
alar'Dire&tion thereof is in the Power of God. More- 

oder the Word Attracticn is called in rather to: foive a Phæno- 
menon, they find hy Experience and Calculation to be true, than 
really to enpreſs the Thing it ſel ll. 
But to ſay, that a Quality can be added to Matter, without 
the Addition of a new:Subſtance, and that this Quality can act 
independently of the other Qualities of Matter, is to ſay, That 
Matter can work independently of it ſelf, without Extenſion 
and divifible Parts; for Quality is certainly relative to the Sub- 
Ju& it. belongs to, and if it belongs to any Part of Matter, it is 
mentally diviſible in inſinitum, as Motion is, if we ſuppoſe a 

' Body infinitely divided in that State of Motion: So that I lay 
it down as a Maxim, All Qualities belonging to Matter are 
fettened by both Extenſion and Diviſibility, inſeperable from 
Matter; and I have prov'd before, That Thought cannot flow 
Tom that mathematical Ditipoſition of Farts, unleſs we bring in 
this grand Contradiction, That one Part of Space can fill up 


another Part of Space at the ſame Time. 21 
© Ehave not Room, nor indeed Occaſion to enlarge further upun 
this Subject here; if an Man is not ſatisfy d with what I have 
ſaid, the Field is open to engage in, to inform and inſtruct. 1 
Mall only make one Obſervation more, concerning the Immor- 
talit of the Soul: „„ 
The Immateriality and Independance of its Subſtance, do 
mot conſequently infer the Immortality thereof; they prove it 
poſſihle for the Soul to exiſt after the Diſſolution of the Body, 
and Whether it actually does exiſt, depends upon the Pleaſure of 
the Great GOD, and is made known by Revelation, and in- 
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What is the future State of the Soul after the 


Corporeal Diſſolution, or concerning the middle 
State of Souls Letw:ixt Death and the Reſur- 


 redlion, as to the Degrees of Happineſs and 
4H STEVE 30 336]E: JERRY 511.3 
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* With the Doctor's Pardon, it is no neoterick Opinion, but 
very ancient, and nothing appears either in Reaſon or Scripture 


to the contrary, except the Revelation concerning the Day of 
Judgment, unknown to the World before Chriſtianit 7. 
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Eck _ the Doctor has no Room to triumph. 


3 48 Of-. the ST AT E of the DE A D. 


4 244 * * Y 
8 * ; * * 9 A e 
a WWW * * 1 
N y e x * 4 
3 
* 


formed Divines, to void the Terrours of Purgatory, 
have entirely taken away the intermediate State; as 


ve are too apt in avoiding one Folly to fall upon alo- 


ther. It is very well known, the Roman Purgatory 


is adapted to the Humours of the People and the 


Benefit of the Prieſt : But why thould theſe Phan- 
taſms fright us away from the Search of Truth and 
the Opinion- of the Ancients, concerning the hi- 


therto Amfulf d State of Milery and Happineſs, be- 


fore the Day of Judgment. We ſhall at preſent de- 
fer to ſpeak of the miſerable, and confine our {elves 


td ſhew, how diſſonant it is to the Sacred Writings 
and the ancient Faith, to aſſert the immediate Tran- 


flation from this Life to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and the beatifick Viſion, betore the Reſurrection and 


coming of Cunts r. 


| "I TRY who fatter themſelves with the :mmediate 
Beatifick Viſion of God, after this Death, let them 
ſhew ſome Evangelical Proiniſe for this Belief; for 


in Matters of this Nature, independant of natural 


Reaſon, and flowing only from the Will of God, 
Eope, ſupported by no Divine Promiſe, is as raſhly 


forward: Bring therefore the ſacred Writers, the 


Spenſors and Guardians of this 16 ſoon ripened and 


can Hope, let them appeal to thoſe Texts of 
re, Matth. v. 8. and 1 Cor. xiii. 12. from 


Shake they will find very little Proſpect of that 


Futurity immediately after Death *: Nay, in which 
we are rather taught to expect all the Appearance 
of Chriſt, and the Manifeſtation of the Sons of 


+2028 ar the Reſurreftion. 
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the contrary Aſſertion, and if St. Paul lay the be 


Moreover, 
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Moreover, according to the facred Oracles, and 


the Sentiments of the Apoſtles, the Saints expect 


only their finithing Reward and Conſummation of 
Glory at the riſing of the Dead. St. Peter promiſes 
a Crown to faithful Paſtors, when the Prince of 
Shepherds ſhall appear, 1 Per. v. 4. And we take 
for granted, the Laity will not be before-hand in 
that Reſpect. The holy Apoſtle St. Paul, inferiour 
to none in his Chriſtian Warfare, propoſes not to 
receive his Crown till the Day of the Lord, 2 Tim. 


iv. 8. and that his Soul, depoſited with God, was 


rendered up to eternal Life: T am perſuaded, that he 


is able to keep that which I have con ted unto him, 


againſt that Day, 2 Tim. i. 12. As tho the interme- 
diate time, from Death to that Day, was to be paſ- 


{%d over in inglorious Silence, which that holy Man 


would never have done, if it had been filled up 


with the beatifick Viſion : Moreover, the Mercies 
he implores, the Joys he promiſes, and the Puniſh- 


ments he threatens, are all reſerved to that Day, 
2 Thef. i. 7, 8, 9. that might equally have been ap- 
plied to the Day of Death, if it had been the Con- 
ſummation of Miſery and Happineſs. 

It is moreover obſerved, that he ſuppoſes the Soul 


to lie down, committed to the Keeping of God: 


So in the ſacred Style, the Dead are faid to fleep, 


and to be raiſed at the . in both Teſta- 


ments *. 
Ine this is not to be taken in too trick and 


groſs a Senſe, as tho* the Soul remain'd after Death 
void of Action and all ſort of conſcious Exiſtence 


- 
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* I wiſh hs Dr. would have conſulted whather the Book: of 
Job belongs to the — Covenant or not. 
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| whatſoever +; for Thought cannot be ſhaken 
from human Underſtanding : But ſtill, as this Way 
of ſpeaking is. entirely foreign to the beatifick Vi- 
ſion, which, according to the Opinion of Philoſo- 
phers and Divines, is the moſt per fect Operation of 
the Soul: I fay, that Sleep, an imperfect State of 
the Soul's Exiſtence, is no proper Alluſion thereto, 
1 Cor. xv. 6, 18, 20, FI. I Theſ. iv, 13, 14. 5 
It is certainly worth while, to examine and weigh 
both what St. Paul ſays to the Corinthians and to the 
Theſſalonians, concerning the Hope and State of tlie 
Dead. He exhorts the Theſſalomians, not immouc- | 
rately to grieve for thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, as tho? 
they were without Hope. But why ſhould the A- 
poſtle a Py the Remedies for immoderate Grief, 
for thoſ: who immediately, freed from their Bodies, 
enter into a State of celeſtial : Glory; ſarely this 
was Conſolation enough: However, he ſuppoſes no 
ſuch ſudden poſſeſſion as a Comfort and Refreſhment 
to them, but places all in the Hopes of a bleſſed 
Reſurrection and the future coming of Curisr in 
Glory, But I would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are aſleep ;, that ye ſorrow not 
even as others which have no hope, for if ye believed 
that Jeſus died and role again, even ſo them alſo which 
. Nleep in Jeſus will God bring with him, 1 Theſſ. iv. 
13, 14. Wherefore comfort one another with theſe 
Words, v. 18. 
Moreover, St. Paul in his 1 5th Cha pter to the 
. Corinthians, argues in ſuch a manner, that all our 
Hopes depend upon a Reſurrection, 1 Cor. xv. 30. 
that otherwiſe a future State would never recom- 
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penſe our Miſeries and our Labours here. Whereas 


it the Beatifick Viſion was immediately our own, 


the Reſurrection would be no additional Happineſs, 
the Reward would be already paid down in the Frui- 
tion or that heavenly Light. OT 
In the-ſame manner the Apoſtle in the viii. to the 
Romans, in comparing the Sufferings and Evils of 
this Life, with the Glory to come, poſtpones the 
Beatifick Viſion, and inſiſts upon the Point of the 
Reſurrettion alone; from whence the Compenſation 
begins, For J reckon that the Sufferings of this preſent 
time are not worthy to be compared with the Glory which 


ſhall be revealed in us, Rom. viii. 18. But when are 


they to be revealed ? Not at the time of our Death, 
but when we expect the ms, 4a of our Body, viz. 
at the Reſurrection, v. 23. Likewiſe in the Second 


Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he ſays, The Afflictions 


ot this Life bring us an eternal Weight of exceed-- 


ing Glory ; We know that being freed from this Taber- 


nacle, not that we ſhall immediately paſs over to 
the Beatifick . Viſion of God, that eternal Buil- 
ding of God in Heaven, that cœleſtial Body we ſhall 
put on, 2 Cor. v. 1. This is the whole Scope of 
the Chriſtian Religion; nor, indeed, before that 


Reſurrection, are any other Retributions promis'd 


except Peace, Reſt and Refreſhment to the Soul, 
1 Theſſ. i. 7. Rev. xx. 26. Tit. ii. 12,13. Col. iii. 3, 4. 


1 Joh. ii. 3. The other Paſſages relating to this, 
for Brevity's ſake 1 omit; tho' I recommend them 
to the Reader's careful Examination : At the ſame 
time let us attend therefore to that Voice from Hea- 
ven, Bleſſed are they who die in the Lord. But this 
Bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in the immediate Frui- 
tion of God ; no, it is no more, than that they 
may rſt ſrom their Labour, and that their Works do 
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follow them, Rev. xiv, 13. This is their Reward, 
this 1s the Order of Things, as the higheſt Decree 
of Bleſſedneſs we are to expect, 1 Cor. v. 5. i. 17. 
We aſſert according the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
That the Happineſs of the departed Saints is, at 
firſt, the Hope of future Glory, Peace and inward 
Joy, till that agrecable Day comes, they are raiſed 
from their State of Death, to a Conformity with 
Angels, and to Chriſt himſelf. All that we read in 
the ſacred Scriptures of the Dead reſtored to Life, 
and of the Seats of departed Souls, are agreeable 
hereto. Can we think God tore Lazarus from the 
Beatifick Viſion, to give him a miſerable Situation 
in this World ? or that Abraham's Boſom, where 
the other Lazarus was placed, was the very King- 
dom of Heaven, filled with the Viſion of God ? 
or, that the Souls crying under the Altar, were the 
conſummated Faithful, in their compleat Stations 
of Glory? Rev. vi. 9. Heb. xi. 39, 40. The Fathers 
fay no ſuch Thing, in any of their Obſervations 
upon theſe Places. Laftly, When Chriſt carried 
with him the Soul of the Thief into Paradiſe, it 
could not be into the ſupream Heaven, the Place of 
Viſion, for thither he had not aſcended himſelf ; 
nor do any of the ancient Authors, * Fews or Chri- 
ſtians, place Paradiſe there. If we freely and im- 
partially follow the Light of the Scriptures in this 
Affair, and not fly off the leaſt from theſe Paths, 
we may repeat it, Bleſſed are the Dead in the Lord; 
becauſe they are held in Peace, Conſolation and Reſt, 
and are bleſſed Candidates for that Happineſs; 


— 


* The Jews ſuppoſe the Felicity of Souls, before the Day 
of Jac git not to be compleat, See Pocock not miſt. c. G. 
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when having put on their glorious Bodies, they ſhall 


enjoy that ineffable Viſion of God. Nor is the 
Apoſtle againſt us, when he ſays, that he ſhall be 
with Chriſt, and be prelent with the Lord, Phil. i. 


23. 2 Cr. v. 8. For whatever Preſence the Apoſtle 


means, whether viſible and corporeal, ſpiritual and 
eternal, it does not affeck what I have ſaid: If 
he means the corporeal Preſence, it muſt refer to 
the Relſurrection; the intermediate time being omit- 


ted; for Souls ſeperated from the Body and from 


Matter can have no corporeal Preſence with Chriſt, 
it being impoſſible and againſt the Nature of Things 
it mould beſo: The Apoſtle therefore omits the 


State of Sleep, and connects Death and the Reſur- 


rection together, without any intervening Point of 
Time; nor indeed am I averſe to this Explication, 


becauſe I find the Apoſtle in ſeveral Places mention 


this comming of Chriſt as ſudden and juſt at Hand; 
and in the firſt Verſe of this Chapter, he joins the 


Time oc putting off ouc terreſtrial Bodies, and put- 


ting on our cœleſtial ones together, For we know that 
if our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, 
we have a Building of God, an houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. v. 8. Here he 
makes one State inſtantaneouſly ſucceed the other, 
tho” more than half a Millennium has paſſed ſince the 


Dcath of St. Paul, and he has not yet his celeſtial 
Body, the intercepted Space of Time in which no 


Change has intervened, paſſes for nothing; and 
whereas in the Chapter to the Corinthians, he ſeems 
to deſire not to be uncloathed, and in that to the 
Philipians, he wiſhes to be diſſolved, this muſt be ſo 
tempered as to heal the ſeeming Contradictions 
therein; for if this Phraſe, to be with the Lord, is 


uſed by the Apoſtle here and every where, as our 
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[ 45 dwelling with him, we muſt neceſſarily un- 
derſtand it as of the State of the Reſurrection, Eph, 
i. 6. I Theff. iv. 17. Eph. iv. 10. When Chriſt was 
aſcended into Heaven, he did not promiſe his Diſ- 
ciples he would take them to himſelf before his com- 
Ing again, Joh, xiv. 3. Beſides the very Nature of 
the Thing points out, That as Chriſt aſcended into 
the higheſt Heavens, cloathed with a glorious Body, 
the Saints cannot dwell and inhabit there, with- 
out their glorious Bodies likewiſe, which as it is gi- 
ven to none, unleſs to thoſe extraordinarily con- 
veyed thither, as Enoch, we muſt ſuppoſe the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks of a corporeal and local Preſence, nor 
gan any other Meaning be conſiſtent with Reaſon 
and the Divine Diſpoſition of Things *. 
But if you would rather underſtand theſe Paſſages 
to mean the ſpiritual Preſence of Chriſt, I ſhall not 
oppoſe the ſame. The Saints in this Life have their 
Share, and in the next will have it after a different 
Manner; in all which, the Souls of the Good, after 
Death, are ſaid to be with Chriſt, as they will be in 
his keeping, Chriſt, at his Death, rendered his Soul 
Into the Hands of his F ather, Loke Xx111. 46. that 
Is, into his Cuſtody and Protection; and by Death 
overcame Death, and was made the Lord of Lite 
and Death : And Stephen, upon his Departure, gave 
His Soul into the Hands of Chriſt, ſaying, Lora Je- 
us receive my Spirit, Acts vii. 59. In the lame man- 
ner the Soul of St. Paul was with Chriſt, in his 
| Keeping till the Reſurrection. Moreover, ſveh are 
faid to be with Chriſt, by reaſon of the Comfort 
? and Joy they receive from him ror Death; for 


— 
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Chriſt came into the World and overcame Death, 


for the Comiort and Solace of thoſe who die in 


him: This is, the Infuſion of divine Virtue, that 


warms into Hope, and is in a manner an Intuition 


into the State we expect; and therefdre Chriſt is 
there ſaid to live with, and comfort us. 


From hence the ſeeming Oppoſition of theſe 


Texts, to be with Chriſt, and to be in this World, 


are explained ; for upon our departure hence, we 
are not extinguiſhed and annihilated, we are in the 
Prelence of God and Chriſt, who will reſtore us a- 
gain upon the Theatre of this World into perfect 
Lats; Langage 35<; Gb lk» 4+. io i. 
It is therefore no Wonder St. Paul ſhould ſay,Deatb 


is my Gain; for after the Troubles and Fatigues of 


Lite, his Dangers and his Labours, Thirſt and Hun- 
ger, Cold and Nakedneſs, Stripes and Wounds, 


Priſons, Stonings, Shipwrecks, and all the Plagues 
of Earth and Sea, the Slecp of Death muſt be com- 


fortable co him, if it was only a Truce with Miſery 


for a while. Let us therefore, miſerable Creatures, 
think more modeſtly of our Rewards, and not ex- 
1 upon the cloſing of our Eyes, the Beatifick 


iſion, when even the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who 


had deſerved ſo much of the Chriſtian Religion, 


romiſed to himſelf inferiour Rewards. May leſs 


pleaſe us, and think it a Happineſs we have im- 


mortal conſcious Souls, full and acquieſcing in the 
divine Love, and Hope of participating in the glo- 
rious coming of Chriſt. 1 | i 
Let me add, That if Souls are immediately ad- 
mitted to the Beatifick Viſion and perfect State of 


Glory, the Doctrine of the Reſurrection is rendred 


uſeleſs and unneceſſary ; for if they have already 
this ſupream Felicity, to what Purpoſe are they clo- 


* 
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thed with Body afterwards. You ay, perhaps, 
that it may participate of Rewards and Punithments, 
as it has been Partner with the Soul in good and evil 
Ackions: : What Stuff is this, when the Mind only 
is conſcious, and the Body is not capable of Good 
or Evil, Pleafuce nor Pain, by any Union or Con- 
junction * you can ſuppoſe to be Made. Why 
therefore ſhould you pretend to crown an inſenfible 
Creature with Glory, and make it the Author of 
Good and Evil, wichout Underſtanding to appre- 
hend, or Will to perform? Moreover, as in 
Spate of ſeven Years, by the continual flow of Par- 
ticles, a perfect new Syſtem of a human Body is 
framed, what Part ſhall be allotted as a Partner to 
the Soul in Happineſs and Rewards? Shall it have 
the raw juvenile, or the mature old Parts; the Caſe 
new caſt off, or that in which it rejoiced i in the Vi- 
gor of Youth and Pleaſure ; or, indeed, what Pre- 
tence is there for one more than the other ? they are 
Equal Candidates for that State of Felicity. If a 
Man has dedicated his whole Life to Purity and to 
Suffer ings for the Cauſe of Chriſt, and after the 
Fi eh of his Goods in Chari ity, crowns his 
its with Martyrdom at Eighty Years of Age, 
which Body jhall be taken into everlaſting Glory? 
Will not the ſame *Anſiver ſerve as Chriſt made, 
When it was asked, which of the Husbands the Wo- 
man Was to have at the Reſurrection, Te err, not 
Knowing the Scriptures or the Power of God. The Re- 
Haag is made, not for the Sake of the Body, 
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4 by the Body, and therefore Adequateneſs of Rewards and 
abe ma may N that corporeal U nion. 43 b 
ut 


. 


U ET" 4.0 he 8 


„ 0 


mn 


c the Sp Fwy te Dal 57 
but of the Soul; and God gives to every Soul & 
roper Body * for that Purpoſe ; the firſt is putris 
hed in the Earth and dinolved there, and is to res. 
ceive a Tabernacle from God, 1 Cor. xv. 37. 2 Cor; 
v. 1. But of this hereafter, let us return. 
We ſay, the Reſurrection is enervated by this fads 
den arrival at the ſupream Bliſs before; as St. Au- 
ſtin lays, To what Purpoſe do Spirits receive their Bu. 
dies at the Reſurrettion, if they can have their perfect 


| Happineſs without them? And we ſuall prove, that 


al the ancient Hereticks who denied the Reſurrecti- 
on of the Body, were ſtrenuous Patrons of this 
premature Glorification; and we ſhall find t his pru- 
dently and politickly enough introduced into the 
Church of Rome, to countenance the Invocation of 
Saints, and other Fooleries and Opinions calculated 
for Gain. (de Beat. Sanctor.). Bellar mine obſerves, 


this Doctrine is the Foundation of all relating to the 


Worſhip, Canonization, Images, and Reliques of 


Saints; not to omit their Pilgrimages and Vows, 
ſuch a weighty Concatenation of Gold and Silver 


does this Doctrine draw in its Train; if you add 
Purgatory, or the State of theſe Souls who ſtop in 
the Way to Heaven, or are puſhed forwards by the 
Prayers of the Living and the Suffrages of the Saints, 
they make a Mine richer than the Indies to the Pro- 
prietors ; but Wo to them who corrupt or make 
Sale of the Word of God, 2 Cor. ii. 17. | 

J will not carry my Cenſures ſo ſeverely againſt 

all, who, without Proſpett of Gain, comfort depar- 


ting People, and animate them with the immediate 


Proſpett of Heaven; and what is piouſly moved to 
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abate the Terrours of Death, muſt be interpreted 
with Mildneſs, not inſiſted upon as an Article 
of Faith. When the Souls of good Men are de- 
parted hence, they are placed in Safety, above the 
Stroke of Puniſhment, and being expoſed to the 
123 of Errour.; and if they are not in the 
airett Poſſeſſion of Heaven, they have an indelible 
Title thereto, and by way of Anticipation, may be 
faid-to enjoy the ſame : We are all in Haſte to come 
_ at our Inheritance, and are tranſported with Vehe- 
mence towards that defirable Glory and Happineſs, 
Many of the primitive Chriſtians believed the co- 
ming of Chriſt to be in their Times, at hand; as is 
plain from the Apoſtolick Epiſtles and ancient Fa- 
chers; and warmed with this Opinion, they more 
chearfully went thro' the Terrours of Death and Per- 
eeutions; but as the Courſe of Time has ſhaken off 
that Errour, let us not fall into another, and rather 
take Heaven by Violence than ftay for a lawful and 
hereditary Poſſeſſion of the ſame, leaping over all 
the Degrees of Promotion and Honour in that State: 
As Ireneus ſays, The World is now at its Evening 
Station, Chriſt is at Hand, at the very Doors, lib. 5. 
c. 31. Neither do we want any greater Comfort, 
Lo I come and my Reward is with me, to render to 
every one according to his Work, Amen, come Lord 
Jeſu. O Grave where is thy Sting, O Death where is 
thy Victory)? 5 on 1 
Thus far concerning the State of the Dead from 
the ſacred Writings: But as in Controverſies of this 
5 Nature, it is of ſome Weight to enquire into the 
| ancient and purely primitive Opinions; tho' we 
aſcribe Infallibility to none except the Apoſtles, of 
any Age; and the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion 
may be more ſincerely found before its Improvement 
| = | 8 into 


Greek Fathers univerſally on our Side, I ſhall think 


 mediately after Death, to the Viſion of God; in the 


but that as ſoon as they die their Souls are received into 
Heaven; do not look upon them as Chriſtiant. 
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into Craft and Power; it will not be unworthy. of 
ſome Pains to enquire what the Ancients thought of 
this Beatification of the Saints, and of the State of 
Souls berore the Reſurrection. % * 
Rivulets are more pure the nearer ey are to the 


Fountain Head ; and in Proportion to the Apoſtles 


and the Apoftolick Times, the more approved and 
undoubted thoſe Evidences are. Tho' we have tlie 


it lufficient for this Chapter to examine the three 


firſt Ages of the Church, in which we ſhall find no 
Greeks or Latins, except Hereticks, and one fingle 


* Cypriav, who transferred the Souls of Men, im- 


ſame manner it has ſince. been held 2. the 3 


of Rome. 


That it was the Opinion of many Hereticks In 


the firſt Ages of the Church, who at the ſame time 
denied the Reſurrection, we may find from n 
Martyr, Irenæus, Tertullian and the reſt 11 


They who ſay there is no Reſurrecton of the Deed, | 


= 


We ſee the two Errours are connected by 


the ame Hereticks who denied the Reſurrection of 
the Body, exalted the Souls immediately from 


Death into Heaven. 
Irenæus gives Light to this Place of St. Tuſtin, why 


2 charges the Hereticks of that Age with thole two 
; „ lib. 5 . 
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Zecauſe thoſe who indeed ſeem to be true Believers, 
paſs over at once all the Orders of the Promotion of good 
Men, and are ignorant of the Method of paſſing from a 
| State of Contemplation to Incorruption, have in this Caſe 
an heretical Notion of Things; the Hereticks deſpiſing 
the Wark of God's Hands, and rejecting the Salvation 
of the-Body ;, and ſcorning the Promiſes of God, ſay, 
Mat immediately after Death they mount over the Hea- 


4 


giuap Father they have formed to themſelves; it is no 
Hiotder then deny the univerſal. Refurrettion, who are ig- 
nba ever of the previous Means to the Keſurre&ion : 
mp en vagal ignorant, I jay; i for if theſe; Things 
| bad been ſo, our Lord, in whom they pretend to belizue, 
bad nat riſen. the Third Day, but exriring upon the 
Croſs, had left his Body behind on the Earth. 
-:* Quomam autem quidam ex his qui putantur recte 
credidifle, ſupergrediuntur ordinem promotionis ju- 
ſorum, & modos meditationis ad incorruptelam ig- 
norant, Hæreticos ſenſus in ſe habentes; Hæretici 
deſpicientes plaſmationem Dei & non ſuſcipientes 
Aalutem carms ſuæ, contemnentes autem & repromiſ- 
fionem Dei, ſimul atq; mortui fuerint dicunt ſe ſu- 
gredi Cœlos & Demiurgum, & ire ad matrem, 
webad eum qui ab ipfis affingitur patrem ; qui ergo 
univerſam reprobant fare iaen, quid mirum f1 
nec ordinem reſurrectionis ſciant nolentes intelligere, 
quoniam ſi hæc ita eſſent ut dicunt ipſe utique Do- 
minus in quem ſe dicunt credere non in tertia die fe- 
ciſſet reſurrectionem, ſed ſuper crucem expirans con- 
feſtim utique abiiſſet ſurſum relinquens corpus terræ. 
We have the united Teſtimonies of Juſtin and 
Jrenerxs, they do not drive up at once the Souls * reck- 


1 This Expreſſion muſt be taken in a metaphorical Senſe, 
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dens aud the Demiurgus, and go to the Mother, or ima- | 
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ing from the Body, to the Seats of Glory in the 
tugheſt Heavens : As Juſtin moreover ſays, The Souls. 
of the Pious are in a better Place, but the wicked and. 


? 


unjuſt in a worſe, expecting the Day of Judgment rx. 
| Jreneus at the Cloſe of the above-mentioned Chap- 


ter ſays the ſame ; If therefore our. Lord preſerved. 
the Laws of the Dead, in being the Firſtborn of the. 
Dead, and remained to the Third Day in the Bowels of | 
the Earth, and afterwaras riſins in the Fleſh, ſhewed the 
" Print of his Nails to his Diſciples, and ſo aſcended to 


the Father ; hom muſt they be confounded who ſay, that 
this W.rld is the injernal one, and about our ſelves, and 
that the inner Man leaving his Body, aſcends to the 


ſuperceleſtial Place? When our Lord went into the 


midſt of the Shadow of Death, where the Souls of the 
Dead were, and his Body aroſe therefrom, and after his 
Reſurrection wa; taken up : It is plain therefore, that the 
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+ Si ergo Dominus legem mortuorum ſervavit, ut fieret pri- 
mogenitus a mortuis, & commoratus uſq; ad tertiam diem in 
inferioribus terræ, poſt deinde ſurgens in carne, ut etiam fixuras 
clavorum oſtenderet diſcipulis ſuis, fic aſcendit ad Patrem; 
quomodo non confundentur qui dicunt inferos eſſe hunc mun- 
dum, qui fit ſecundum nos, interiorem autem hominem ipſum 


derelinquentem hic corpus in ſupereœleſtem adſcendere locum? 


Cum enim Dominus in medio umbræ mortis abierit, ubi animæ 
mortuorum erant, Poſt deinde cor poraliter reſurrexit, & poſt 


reſurrectionem aſſumtus eſt: Mani feſtum eſt quia diſcipulorum 


ejus propter quos hzc operatus eſt Dominus, animæ abbiunt in 
inviſibilem locum definitum eis a Deo, & ibi uſq; ad reſur- 
rectionem, tum morabuntur, ſuſtinentes reſurrectionem poſt re- 


cipientes corpora & perfecte reſurgentes, h6c eſt corporaliter 


quemadmodum ac Dominus reſurrexit, fic venient ad conſpe 5 
um Dei. Rs 5 it * 
_ Souls 
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62 Of the STATE of the Dx a 5. 
Souls of bis Diſciples, for whoſe Sales our Lord did 
theſe Things, will go into an inviſible Place appointed 
for them by God, ani there will ſtay till the Reſurrettion ;, 
afterwards perfetted, and corporeally riſing themſelves, 
4 our Lord himſelf roſe, ſo will they appear in the Pre- 
ſence of GO DF. The like ſays Andrew, Archbithop 
of Crete, in his Sermon upon human Li e and Death f. 
(cho' in my Opinion he was of the Sixth Century.) 
It was printed at Leyden, 1619. in Cuarto. B. B. Ox. 
This Explanation of Jrenæus, taken from the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt, is followed by Tertulliun, and both 
Quotations confirm and illuſtrate each other. In 
his Book de Anima, c. 55 *. But if Chriſt God, he- 
| Cauſe he was Man, died and was buried according to the 
Scriptares, ſatisfy'd the Law by ſubmitting to the man- 
ner of human Death below, and aſcended not into the 
higheſt Heavens before he went down into the lowermoſt 
Parts of the Earth, to viſit the Patriarchs and Prophets. 
Surely you may believe in ſuch a Place as this lower Re- 
gion, and drive them thit her, who proudly think the Souls 
of the Faithful unworthy thereof, make Servants ſcorn 
to be above their Lord, and Diſciples to be above their 
Maſter, and to expect the Comfort of the Reſurrettion 


in Abraham's Boſom. 


: $ This ſeems to contradict the Doctor, and to confirm the 
numerical Reſurrection. | | | 
F + He was then to very little Purpoſe brought upon the 


Stage here. | 
* Quod fi Chriſtus Deus quia & Homo mortuus ſecundum 
Scripturas, & ſepultus ſecus eaſdem, huic quoque legi ſatisfe- 
cit forma humane mortis apud inferos functus nec antea aſcendit 
in ſublimiora Cœlorum quam deſcendit in inferiora terrarum, 
ut illic Patriarchas & Prophetas compores ſui faceret; habes & 
regionem inferum ſubterraneam credere a illos cubito pellere 
ui ſatis ſuperbe non putant animas fidelium inferis dignas, 
ervi ſuper Dominum & diſcipuliſuper magiſtrum ad ſpernati, ſi 
forte in Abrahæ ſinu expectandæ reſurrectionis ſolatium * 
| gain 
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Of the STATE of the DEAD. 63 

Again he ſays*, Heaven is allotted to none while this 
Earth is preſerved whole, and I may ſay, ſealed up, and 
with that the Kingdom of Heaven is ſealed up lee. 

And at the End of the ſame Chapter he ſays , 
that in his Book of Paradiſe (a Book infortunatly 
loſt) he has there proved the Soul to be ſequeſtred 
below till the Day of the Lord. He aſſerts the 
ſame in many other Places of this Treatiſe of the 


Soul; and in his Apology, By Paradiſe we mean 4 


Place of divine Pleaſure, prepar d for the Reception of 
the Juſt, tho it is not the Heaven itſelf. In his roth 
Book againſt Marcion 8, I call that Region the Boſom 

of Abraham; for tho it is not Heaven, it is above the 

lower moſt Parts, a Refreſhment to the Souls of the Juſt, 

till the Conſummation of all Things ſwallows up the Reſur- 

rect ion in the Completion of Reward. i 


* . 


You may ſee more of this in his Book de Reſur- 


 reftione Carnis, c. 23. but of Tertullian we have ſaid 


enough, becauſe his Opinion in theſe Matters is 
Plain and evident. Origen was entirely of the ſame 


Sentiments with theſe Fathers, That the Souls of 


the Saints, either of the old or new Diſpenſation, 
enjoyed an inferiour Degree of Felicity till the Re- 


ſurrection. You have this Opinion in his * 


— 


* Nulli patet cœlum terra ad hue ſalvà ne dixerem clausà 


cum tranſactione enim mundi reſerabuntur regna Cœlorum. 


+ Se conſtituiſſe omnem animam apud inferos ſequeſtrari in 
diem Domini. Et fi Paradiſum neminemus locum divinz 
amœnitatis recepiendis ſanctorum ſpiritibus non Cœlum intelli- 
gimus. 73 | | 

S Eam itaque regionem fi non dico Abrahæ, etſi non Cœleſtem, 
ſublimiorem tamen inferis, interim refrigerium præbituram ant- 
mabus juſtorum donec conſummatio rerum reſurrectianem omni- 


um plenitudine mercedis expungat. 45 oh 
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64 Of. 
 Hamily upon Leviticus * The Apoſtles have not yet 
bad their Fulneſs of Joy, but ſtill expect it, as 4 do , 
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to he a. Partaker thereof. 


e brings like wiſe the Mafter of the Gentiles, St. 
Haul, as a Witneſs to the ſame, Heb. xi. and adds, 


+ He. ſee that Abraham, and Iſaac and Jacob expect 


their Perfection, and all the Prophets expett, with us, a 
Completion of Bleſſedneſs. 1 


At the End of the Third Century, Vidtorinus 
Martyr and Lactantius liv d, both on our Side of the 


Queſtion. Lactantiuss Words are in the Seventh 
Book of his Inſtitutions &, We muſt not think that 
Souls are immediately brought to Judgment after Death; 


they. are undex one and the ſame Keeping till the Time 
comes, when the Great Judge ſhall examine their Actions, 
and give the Reward of Immortality to thoſe whoſe 


 Fuſtnefs is approved. 


Victorinus on Rev. vi. 9. concerning the Souls un- 
der the Altar, he ſays, it was the outward Altar, not 


the inward one, which was Heaven; there the Souls 
expect the Time to come of the Diſtribution of Re- 


wards and Puniſhments. Ar that Time, ſays he f, 
the Reward of the Saints will be eternal, when the Dam- 
e nat ion 
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* Nendum enim reciperunt lætitiam ſuam ne Apoſtoli quidem 


"fed ipht expectant ut & ego lætitiæ eorum particeps fam. 


_ + Vides igitur quia exſpectat Abraham ut quæ perfecta ſunt 


- conſequentur exſpectat & Iſaac & Jacob, & omnes Prophetæ ex- 
ſpectant nos, & nobiſcum perfectam beatitudinem capiant. 
Nec tamen quiſquam putet animas poſt mortem protinus 
judicari omnes en m in una communiq; cuſtodia detinentur donec 
tempus adveniat quo maximus j udex meritorum faciat examen 
tum quorum fuerit probata juſtitia premium immortalitatis 


+ Sed quia in noviſſimo tempore ſanctorum remuneratio 


perpetua & impiorum ventura damnatio dictum eſt iis ex- 


ſpectate 


ws r „ . awd 


white Garments, i. e. 
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| Of the STATE of the DEAD. 65 
nation of the wicked is at Hand. It is ſaid to them, 
expe; and for the . of the Body, they have 
he Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Moreover, moſt of the Fathers would have all 
humane Souls deſcend into Hades, from whence is 


plain, in their Opinion, they were not directly ele- 


vated to the higheſt Glory: For tho' Hades may 
be taken in a large Signification, as the Manſions of 
both the Juſt and Injuſt, yet, none ever pretended, 
that that there was the Beatiſick Viſion ; and as 


the ancient Fathers placed the Souls of Men uni- 


verſally there, They conſequently excluded them, 
during that Time, from the Viſion of Glory. 
We may conclude from Juſtin, Ireneus and Tertul- 


lian, as Chrift deſcended to the Hades, other Souls 


muſt go to that Place, f the Diſciple is not above 
the Maſter. From this Argument inverted, * Ma- 
carius the Philoſopher, Biſhop of Feryſalem, in the 
Council of Nice, explaining upon the Incarnation 
of Chriſt, ſays, he deſcended into Hades, that he 
might be like us in all Things. 

From whence, he ſays, he formed our Reſurrec- 
tion from Death, i. e. from Hades; and adds after- 
wards in the ſame Chapter, ary n ve wancias dreamt 
x) duc mit. This is the Apoſtolick and unblame- 
able Faith of the Church +. To this Euſtathius, Pa- 
triarch of Antioch, in Theodoret upon that Pſalm * 
Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hades He fup- 
poſes, Hades the Region of Humane Souls, and 
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ſpectate & pro corporis ſui ſolatio acceperunt ſtolas albas id eſt 


onum ſpiribus ſancti. | 
* Gelas cyzic Cone Nic, J. 1, c. 23. gh : 
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66 Of the SrATE of the DEAD. 
proves the Soul of Chriſt was purely, humane and ſub- 
mitted in this Life, and after that, to humane Chance; 

but Jeſus went thro” all, for he went to the Region 
of humane Souls, and being diſcarnated, he was a 
living rational Soul, like to a humane One T“. 
Likewiſe in an old Fragment tel 2d. 6% warde 
eirias, Concerning the Cauſes of Things, whether it 
is Caius ? or ſome very ancient Chriſtians, he ſays, 
* The Souls of both the Juſt and Injuſt, are retain- 
ed in Hades. | nl Ay 
Thus much concerning Demons; we muſt next ſpeak 
7. 8 where the Souls of the Juſt and Injuſt 
He deſcribes the Apartments therein, The Juft are 
an this Hades, but not in the ſame place with the In- 
juſt, for tho, there is one Way thereto, there are Divi- 
ſions in the Place itſelf &. 5 
He places Angels there, as Guardians of the 
Place, to ſeperate the Souls, and aſſign them their 
proper Stations, and there, he ſays, they ſtay to 
the Reſurrection. „ | 
Thus far concerning Hades, in which, all Souls have 
their Habitations, till God makes the general Seperation 
at the Reſurrection |. pee 6 
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Of the STATE of the DzAd; 67 


b. Theſe: Authors all within the Limits of the =_ 
3 three firſt Ages, are Witneſſes of this primi- 
1 tive Doctrine of the Souls being in Hades; let me 
a add the two Biſhops of Cæſarea, of an uncer- 


tain, and of a lower Age than the reſt, I mean, 
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bs Andrew, and Aretas who corrected from the Com- 
t mentaries of Andrew. In what we find of theirs upon 


55 the Revelations, they thus write, Death is the Spe- 


* ration of the Soul from the Body. Hades is 4 Place | 
unſeen to us, where our departed Souls are received F. 1 

k Moreover, the ſame Biſhops, upon the Sixth of | 
j# the Revelations, concerning the Souls crying from un- * 
der the Altar, confirm the ſame, as they equally o- 1 
e verthrow the Komiſh Doctrine of the Beatifick Vi- 5 
1— ſion, * for theſe Reaſons, the Saints are to wiſh for the BM 
* eneral Conſummat ion, for they are ts expect, and ſtay = 
to the Death of their Brethren, that they may not, ac- & 

1c cording to the Holy Apoſtles, receive their Conſummation | | 
Ty before them. Their white Robes ſhew the illuſtrious Splen- Þ 
0 dor of their Virtues, with which being inveſted, tho 5 
they have not received the Promiſe, yet they Contemplate 0 

Je on the Proſpect of thoſe good Things, with their ſpi- 1 
7 ritual Eyes, freed from the ſervitude of Matter, They 7 
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68 07 the ars of the Dean. 


rejoice in their peaceful Repoſe i iu Abraham's Beſom; for 
3s is the Opiuion of Holy Men, that _ virtuous Man 
bas a Place allotted to him; j qualify d in ſuch a Mann 
to his Merits and Condition, that he may form a Con- 


yy of the Glory prepar'd for him. 


Thus far we have extracted the Opini ion of the 


Ancients concerning Hades, who have made it to 


| be a common Receptacle for Souls departed this 
Lite to their Reſurreckion. 
Tay, To corroborate what has been faid, it is 


to be obſerved with what Modeſty and Moderation 
the bleſſed Martyrs, Polycarp, Clemens, Romanus and 


Ignatius, ſpeaks of the Situation and Place of de- 


parted Souls. They do not pretend that they are 
immediately receiv'd to the perfect Joys of the 
Beatifick Viſion ; but ſays, Polycarp, to a Place allot- 
red for them, */ Thor ajTols ö pe in Ep. ad Philip 


eie T0 aytoy Tb 40.4 holy (or ſeperate) Place, as Cle- 
8 Romanus, concer ning St. Paul „ Frog dr NAG 


2 rohe. Y eis q dy rb ο tropeuly, He departed this 


Life, and went to the holy (or ſeperate) Place. He 
calls it afterwards xe evr*6av, but we muſt not 
paſs over that remarkable Paſſage, 3 in which, he ſays, 
all that from Adam, to this Day, have departed this 
Life in perfect Charity, reſt in the Region of the 


nifeſted at the Coming of Chriſt, and the Reſur- 


rection of the Dead. A- Yeveal ad Sn Aſa * 
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e d eier deu EN x Such oͤt bene peel TH 75 
STITXOTY THis Nets To xers yt can lat 5 dozabe eis Td 
Tagde peg cor cis 8 & T&prAbn 6 527 N 1 ps 9 lunbüjo oft 
zhieꝶ⸗ dyabiis Y dras ic dds Hf onxav Vere 


2 


* Not to Heaven and to Glarys but to Tor@- peo ds 


Ti Ens, ſay, Clement Ep. c. 5. Clerk cites it likewiſe upon 


Matt. it is likewiſe, eis Toroy 3 iquov, Jude. That he might 
\ £0 to his own Place, ** * 
he 


Juſt as in their Bed, to be brought forth, and ma- 


„ 

- 
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„ be Generations from Adam to this Day are gone there, 
„aud thoſe who have finiſhed their Courſe in Charity, by 
the Grace of Chriſt, have the Place of the Righteous al- 
lotted to them, and ſhall appear in his Kingdom For 
ne it is written, Come my People enter thou into thy 
Chambers, Hide thy ſelf as it were for a little Mo- 


to | uy we 

is | ment, until the Indignation be overpaſt, * Iſiah 
.. i XXVL 20. | „ | 

is | All this is entirely agreeable to our Sentiments, 
n || 2nd that which Clemens calls A cαUαEureca, With 


id Tuſtin, is xe up, and With others yadgss ct S lus, 
or Temes dfive, and that which Polycarp calls be 
re euTois Spe HEο. Ignatius calls Toro io, and the 


he 70 d of St. Clement is termed by St. Chriſo- 


X ome tees reguer · | | 
G l Thare is no great Difference in theſe Terms, and 
they anſwer to the Senſe of the Scriptures in this 
Caſe, and Chriſt ſpeaking of the State of the Pious 
in Abrahams Boſom, terms it Taesxano Comfort, 
and not the ſupream Glory, 1 Luc. 16. 25. This is 
called in other Places, quiet, Relaxation, and ſome- 
thing like a ſweet and eaſy Dream. Compare the 
ſacred Scriptures and the apoſtolick Style, with the 
Romiſh one, declaring that the Souls of Saints, are 
immediately taken up into Heaven, and ſee the Tri- 
nity as it is: Good God, from whence are theſe 
Notions taken, from what Books of the ſacred 
Scripture or Monuments of the ancient Church, 


„1 


N 


* The Doctor wou'd not crack this Nut, becauſe the Meat 
was not good, for only the Lines above-mentioned, are the 
Quotation from Iſaiab, and the reſt are taken from we know 


This is palming Scripture 1 there is no Scripture. 
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Chriſt before his Departure, ſaid unto his Diſciples, 


not where, Even all that relates to the Doctor's Purpoſe, 
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To Of the STATE of the Dz an. 

FI go and prepare a Place for you, I will come a- 
gain and receive you unto my ſelf, that where I am 
ye may b likewiſe. ROS oat 7 
We ſee here this glorious Place, is not propos 'd 
till Chriſt comes to give Poſſeſſion ; then according 
to his Prayer to his Father, the Saints will dwell 
with Chriſt, and ſee his Glory, Joh. xvii. 24. | 
Neither is it agreeable to Scripture and Reaſon, 
to exact the higheſt Puniſhments, or beſtow the 
higheſt Rewards, before a cool and impartial Judge- 


J go to propers a Place for yon, John iv. 2. 3. and 


ment; but in the Scriptures we have not one Word 


of any judgement, before the End of the World; 
becauſe he hath appointed a Day in which he will judge 
the World with Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath 
ordained, Acts xvii. 31. Every Mans Works ſhall be 
made manifeſt, 1 Cor. iii. 13. That every one may re- 
ceive the Things done in his Body. And ] ſaw a great 
white Throne, and the Books were opened, and the dead 


Men were judged out of thoſe Things which were writ- 


ten in the Books according to their Works, Rev. xx. 11,12, 
Then the Juſt are ſeparated from the Injuſt, the Sheep 
from the Goats ; the firſt on the right Hand, and the 
latter on his left, and Sentence ſhall be paſs'd up- 
on them. When the Son of Man ſhall come in his Glo- 
ry, and all the Holy Angels with him. Then ſhall he 
fit upon the Throne of his Glory, and before him ſhall 
be gathered all Nations, and he ſhall ſeperate them one 
from another, as a Shepherd divideth his Sheep from 
the Goats, and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his right Hand, 
but the Goats on the Left; Then ſhall the King ſay 
unto them on his right Hand, come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foun- 
dation of the World. Then ſhall he ſay alſo to them on 
the left Hand, depart from me ye curſed into n 
5 ire 


654. Col. 2, ult. | 
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Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels. Mat. xxv. 31, 
32. We ſee herethe Method of this Judicature, and the 
Rewards and Puniſhments thereof, and the Sentence 
put in Execution, and are told to happen, when the 
Son of Man ſhall come. „„ 

You may, perhaps, ſay, all this relates to the 


great and general Judgement of all. But, that there 
is moreover, a particular private Inquiſition, that 

takes hold upon the Soul, immediately after Death. 
I defire only to ſee thoſe Places of Scripture, to 


prove any ſuch private Judgement to be. The Texts 


we have cited are as clear as the Light only for a 


publick Judgement, and in all Diſputes of this Nature, 


depending only upon the Will of God and divine 


Revelation; we muſt not make a new Diſpoſition 
of Things to ſerve a private Hypotheſis. The Soul 
upon the Departure from the Body, does undergo a 
pri vate Self-Examination, proceeding from the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of its paſt Life, is Witneſs, for and a- 
gainſt its ſelf, and paſſes Sentence in its own ſelf, 
as in its own Affections and Di ſpoſitions it feels, the 
Deity propitious or angry: It has moreover a for- 


ward Apprehenſion of its approaching State. But 


this is no external Tranſaction, it has all an inward 
Operation of the Soul upon its ſelf, that continues 


in the ſame unchangable State to the Reſurrection. 


* We haye obferved before, that the Churches of 
Rome, by antic'placing the Glory of the Saints, ren- 
der uſeleſs the whole Notion of a Reſurrection, and 


A 


* See Lactantius 1b. 7. c. 21. p. 653. Genibradus is alſo cited, 
enumerating the Fathers, who did not believe the Souls en- 
joy d the Beatifick Viſion, before the Reſurrection he excuſes 
Pope John 22. Gaiſend de animarum immortal Tem. 2. n. p. 
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N Of the STATE of the DEA p. 
| make the Day of Judgement abſolutely: ſuperfluous, 
For if already every Man is judged according to 
His Works, If the Juit are ſeparated from the In- 
juſt, and admitted to the Viſion of God, and the 
Wicked are ſeparated to their laſting Torments. 
What room is there for a future Judgement? Why 
3s the Judgement repeated ? do they bring Writs of 
Errour to reverſe the former Judgement z or do the 
Damned appeal to a milder Judge ; perhaps not, you 
fay, only this is a more ſolemn Publication of the 
\ former Judgement to the whole World ; that the 
Juſtice and Legality thereof may more evidently 
appear. This might be true, if there was room for 
| Injuſtice, but every damned Perſon is Self-Condem- 
ned before, and it is too late to Appeal or Argue the 
Equity of the Puniſhment, when they have been in- 
flicbed ſo many Ages upon the Criminal: neither on 
the other Side, is it very proper to erect an Inqui- 
fit ion into a Title to the Poſſeſſion of Heaven, a- 
gainſt thoſe who have had Poſſeſſion thereof, and 
à preſcriptionary Right for a thouſand Years. 
But to return to the Reſurrection, it will be worth 
while to exmine, to what Purpoſe will the Refur- 
rection be according to the Church of Rome. They 
do not allow the Happineſs of the Soul to be more 
| e after the Reſurrection, than before, and they 
Have actually defin d: The Happineſs of Souls is not 
encreaſed at the Reſurrection otherwiſe than Extenſive 
non Intenſive, Bellar. de beat ſanct. c. 2 & 5. That 
is, accidentally, but not really in themſelves; the 
Soul remains in the ſame beatifick Viſion in the ſame 
Light, and degrees of Glory, Perfection in its Ope- 
rat ion and Intrinſick Bleſſedneſs it had before the 
Reſurrection: If ſo, to what Purpoſe do theſe Di- 
vines raiſe them from the Dead, and how _— 
| | | Able 
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. able to St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. is this, Addition of Hap- 
o pineſs, without which, according to the Apoſtle, 
ve are faid to be of all Men moſt miſerable, and 
e the Immortality of the Soul of yo Moment, f and 
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f | ſedneſs or Viſion of God, yet he makes it his Re- 

e ward, his Crown, his Joy, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 1 Thef. iv, 
u 13, 14. and preſeribes it to others, as the firmeſt 
e Comfort againſt the Powers of Death, and the At- 
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;, our Hoye in this Life vain and frivolous ; and 1 
y without it, he does not mention any previous Bleſ- f | 
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e tacks of temporal Evils; moreover what St. Paul 1 

y calls an eternal Glory, Rom. vin. 13, 23. 2 Cor. iv. 4 
r 17. Theſe Men ſcarce make the Weight of one fin- 3 
- gle Grain; and what with St. Peter is, The never 3 ö 


e failing Crown of Glory, is only with them a littl 
A inconſiderable Appendage thereto, 1 Pet. v. 4. 
n Laſtly, Chriſt expreſsly makes the Redemption 
bs of the Saints to be deferr'd to the End of the World, 


I Luule ii. 28. xiv. 14. and the recompence of the juſt 
d to be at the Reſurrection. What a wide Difference 
is here, and how large a Chaſm betwixt the Do- 
h Arine of the Goſpel, and the Determination of the 
M Church of Rome, for what the ancient Fathers ſu- 
y ſtained as an Evangelical Promiſe, the Foundation 
e of Chriſtianity, and the Anchor of our Hope, they 
7 have triffled away into a meer Nothing. 
t Its ſufficient that this Reſtoration to Life and 
e freſh Spring of Hope, is the Gift of Chrift. The 
t Price of his Blood, and the Conſequence of his 
e Reſurrection, Heb. ii. 14, 15. and what does not 
- iſe, is by St. Paul, ſaid to be loft and ſwallowed 
up in Nothing; 2 Tim. i. 10, as may be ſeen in 
e 4 3 
7 I Vid. Chris, in locum. | 
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that memorable Chapter to the Corinthians before 
cited, vid. c. 15. This is that wonderful Effect of 
divine Power, 1 Pet. i. 3. 21. The Victory and Tri- 
umph over Death, and utmoſt Scope of our Per- 
fection, John vi. 39. That bounds our Ambition, 
and makes us {ody]:;ao equal with Angels, and 
cloathed with Light; and bleſſed wich the Sight 
of God, Phil. iii. 10. | 

It is plain from what has been ſaid, both from 
the Scriptures, and the Teſtimonies of the ancient 
Fathers, the Perfection of the Bleſſedneſs, Glory and 
Felicity of the Saints, and the Enjoyment of the 
Beatifick Viſion, depends entirely upon the Reſur- 
rection, and is reſery'd to the Day of Judgement, 
and the coming of our Lord. But if a more full 
number of Evidences, were required to put an 
End to this Controverſy, we could fling in the Fa- 
thers of the fourth Century; but fo great a Num- 
ber, rather croud and obſcure, than clear the 
Lights of the ſacred Scripture ; which are ſufficient 
of themſelves upon this Head, I ſhall therefore on- 
ly by way of Appendix, produce ſome of the moſt 
remarkable Ones of that Age; which may be con- 
ſalted or omitted, as every Man pleaſes to indulge 


4 * 


his own Will and Leiſure, 
REMARK S. 


Our Author propoſes, in this Chapter, to prove from ancient 
Teſtimonies of the Fathers of the Church, that there is a middle 
State for Souls between Death and the Reſurre&ion, which, I 
think, is hardly to be deny'd, becaule the New Teſtament is 
. 1 that Purpoſe ; and I ſhall not fall out with him upon that 

ca 5 | 3 


Bat 


Sects of Chriſtians, and caus'd great Animoſities in the World: 
And tho' we have very little Correſpondence with that State, 
every Man is very angry it his Neighbour will not believe as he 
has done in that Affair. So fond are we, too often, of our own 
Conjectures and Imaginations. „ | 

The Old Teſtament is ablolutely filent upon this Head, and 
we may as well pretend to find the Sun at Midnight, as any 
Light into that State there. | | 

But to ſtate the Queſtion clearly and fairly: Fancy may ſup- 
Ply us with Scenes, but Reaſon has not even Scope to play; for 
whether God admits few, more, or none to the beatifick Viſion 
before the Day of Judgment, depends more upon the hidden 


Myſteries of his Wiſdom than any Arguments we can find out. 


Pardon and Repentance are the only Keys with which we can 
unlock this Cabinet of Secrets ; __ yet they will not open to 
a great Way, becauſe God may pardon and puniſh in this World 
only, or in the next, for ought we know to the contrary : I mean 
as to natural Reaſon, which is perfe&ly neuter in this Diſpute. 
We muſt firſt define what is the State of the Dead before we 
can apply any Services to them: And we may lay this down as 
a Maxim, That Gcd will never expect any Services without afford- 
ing a clear Revelation of that State. 


You may lay, That till we came to the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, 


the Knowledge of that State might be traditionally convey d, 
tho' not exprelly deliver'd in Writing. | 
It's very true, there is a Poſſibility, tho'no great Probability 
thereof: But when that whole Eſtabliſhment was laid down in 
written Laws, and all thoſe Laws are tranſmitted to us intire 
and perfect, as they were pen d by Meſes and the Direction of 
God, we might reaſonably expect ſome Revelation of that State, 
if any Services and Duties were to be perform'd for departed 
Souls. 8 e 
The Jewiſh Sacrifices anſwer d al th: Parts of Chriſtian Prayer. 
Theirs is a material and ours a mental Worſhip, but both ap- 
ply'd to the lame Ends. Their burnt Sacrifices for the Attone- 


ment of Sins, were Services, ſupply'd by our continual Prayers 


for that Purpoſe. Their Thankigiving-Offerings, their Treſ- 
pals-Offerings, and the:r Offerings for the Sins of Ignorance, 
are made up by our Euchariſtical Sacrifice, our Prayers of 
Thankſgiving, and our imploring God's Mercy every Day for 
the paſt Follies and Imperfections of our Lives: But in none of 
theirs are there any Commemorations for the Dead, any Peace- 
Offerings tor them, or Expiations for their Sins apply'd ” that 
wY Fs: 88 _ 
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But the different Notions of that State have farmed ſeveral © 
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State: And when we come to Offerings for the People, there is 
no Hint of any Communication with the Church beyond, and 


the Church on this fide the Grave; and as there is ſo little Light 


into that State, inthe whole Syſtem of the Levitical Sacrifices, 
ſuch a Book as Dr. Burnet's, in that Age, would have brought 
the Author under the Notion of a Wizzard, a Diviner, a Teller 


of Dreams, all Abominations to the Jews; and he might have 


felt the Puniſhment preſcrib'd in Tevit. 20. to be cut off from 


the People. 


Ilay this down, therefore, as a Maxim, That if Prayers for 


che Dead are Services of Duty, ſince Chriſtianity took Place in 


the World under the Jewiſb Diſpenſation, Sacrifices were equally 
ſo; and as there are none ſuch, we may ſafely conclude, the 


Dead are not in a Condition of wanting our Prayers, nor are we 


requir d to beſtow them. 


| When we come to the New Teſtament, we haye a plain and 


clear Revelation of the Reſurrection, and that 8 with a 


ud implies a middle State; and all the Doctor ſays upon 


Es ead hasReaſonwith it: And I can never be induc'd to believe 


that Perſons are tried after they have been admitted to the beati- 
fickVifion,nor after they have been condemn'd to eternal Miſery. 

What Diſcourſes our bleſſed Saviour might make to his Apo- 
ſtles in his common Converſation, I cannot ſay; and that only 
can be the Foundation for any Quotations from the Fathers upon 
that Head, to whom theſe Diſcourſes might be traditionally de- 
liver d down, yet I do not find they ſay much: Apd as for the 
Notions of Repentance and Satisfaction beyond the Grave and 
Melioration, the Scriptures and the Offices of our Church ſup- 
poſe the contrary. | 3 | 

I know there have been large Pretences to Diſcoveries lately 
made, but I cannot find any Exoticks have been brought from 
that World; all have grown up in the Brains of ſome People 


here, the Products of warm Fancies, heated by Enthuſiaſm. 


By the Progreſs, indeed, ſome Men have made, we may not at 
Deſpair of a perfect Plan of that other World; the Apart- 
ments laid out, and the cool Shades of Paradice and Abrabam's 
Boſom 1 defind : Together with the Delineation of 
the Land of Miſery and Repentance. Theſe are the bold 
Advances of ſome | Fea againft the evident Pleaſure of God, 


who has drawn a Curtain betwixt, we can never ſee thro', and 
he has purpoſely conceal'd theſe Myſteries from us. 

All the Fathers ſay thereof, is no more than the natural Infe- 
rences from divine Revelation: And, as the Saints are no where 


jo the Scripture promis d the immediate Cr own of Glory 5 they 


crouded 


upon the Diſcovery of that new World. 
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crouded Patriarchs, Martyrs, and all into ohe common Place, 
into the Inferiora Terrarum, whither Chriſt was ſuppos'd to ga 
atter his Crueifixion ; nor do we in the leaſt queſtion, but Abra 
ham's Boſom was the common Appellation of that State with the 
Jews. When our bleſſed Saviour told the Parable of the rich 
Man and Lazarus, we do not find the Diſciples ask'd any Que- 
{tions what Abraham's Bolom was, nor were in any Surpriſe 

Indeed, the Notion of Purgatory, 'if admitted to be true, 
has open'd a large Communication with that World ; but when 
I conſider the Freſhneſs of thoſe Dilcoveries in a dark Age, and 
long after our bleſſed Saviour's Departure, I can no more credit 


that than I can Mr. A. CG: Revelations, that fill the Heads of 
ſome of my old Friends with Hopes of magnificent Rewards 


there, for their Sufferings here. 5 
What are the Enjoy ments of unbodied Spirits is very hard 


to tell, but from a little Contemplation on our ſelves, here we 


"ay gueſs; and I ſhall juſt tranſiently remark, tho' there is ſcope 
enough for a Treatiſe. es 
The more the Soul is affected with Matter, the more dull are 


all our Speculations upon this Head, and the more our Ideas of 


this World crond in upon us, the more difficult it is to ſeparate. 


the true Way of Thinking in the Soul, by which we may forma 


Notion of the Soul in a State of Separation. 3 
Mr. Lock has the Boldneſs to deny, that the Soul has any in- 


nate Ideas: But an Examination into this Opinion will clear the 


Way before us, for the great Queſtion, What Enjoyment our 
un-bodied Spirits are capable of, in our intermediate State. 

He ſays, Thinking is an Operation of the Soul, and not eſſential 
thereto : On the other Hand, I lay it down as a Maxim, No 
Operation of the Soul can be without Will, I deſire to knojy if 


Will is previous to Thinking, or the Effect of Thinking. If 


Will is previous to Thinking, it muſt he always active, or have 
ſome other Principle to move it; and ſo we muſt proceed in In- 
fnitum, or allow ſome premier Principle always in Action: 
For you may as well ſay, a Body can move it ſelſ, as that 


a Spirit can act without a Principle of Action. And thus I ſhall 
bind Matter and Spirit by the ſame Laws. Matter cannot move 


itſelf; tho' it is capable of Motion. Motion is only one Species 
of Action, for it certainly acts upon the Bodies it impinges a- 

; nor can ally immaterial Subſtance act, without being 
endu d with Action, tho it is ſuppos d capable of Action. This, 
if Mr. Lock had duly weigh'd, he would have found as ſelf-evident 


as the former Propoſition, and therefore the Will, if there is no 
ſuperior Principle to move the Will, muſt be ever active. 
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But if the Will is the Effect only of Thinking, and 3he Reſult 
of Concluſion from comparing and combining of Ideas, the Soul 
2 to act without Action; a manifeſt Contradiction. | 
 F conclude, That Action is eſſential to the Soul, unleſs ſome 
external Principle puts the Soul into Action; but Matter cannot 
+ aw this, becauſe it mult be intelligent Action: And I have. 

ore prov d Matter is not capable thereof, for it cannot gene- 


rate a Species of Action it has not in itſelf: Therefore I con- 


clude, the Will is Thinking, and the higheſt Principle of im- 
material Action. BY | - | 
We cannot tell how great, howenlarg'd, and how glorious the 
Qualities of the Soul are in themſelves; but this 1 atſert, when 
they are cramp'd with a human Body, they appear infinitely. 
lefs: And tis under thele Diladvantages Mr. Lock ſpeaks and 
forms his Hypotheſis of the Soul, ſo much below its Nature, 
d from thence he proceeds ro make it a blank Subſtance, to 
Write Fool or Knave, or any Thing elſe upon, But I will ſup- 
| „for once, an Angel brought down from Heaven, with all 
is Knowledge of the beatifick Viſion, and celeſtial Wildom 
about him, and confin'd to an humane Embrio, and made to 
pals thro' all the Gradations of humane Knowledge, as we do 
our ſelves: I fay, this Angel would have Two diſtin& Percep- 
tions, independant of each other, in ſo great Meaſure, that his 
Soul, model'd after the humane Manner, will think, as a Child 
grow up in Knowledge, like a Man, and, perhaps, make a 
very mean Improvement in Letters, when he comes to the be/?. 
Some will, perhaps, ſay, this Hypotheſis deſtroys the Sim- 
plicity of the Soul, in making Two independant thinking. Be- 
ings of One. The Conſequence I deny, for they are only the 
Operations of one and the {ame Soul model'd different Ways, 
and humane Perception will take in humane Ideas, and exclude 
the beatifick Viſion from that humane Knowledge of Percepti- 
on, in the ſame Manner, as tho* the Angelick Being had never 
enjoy d the {ame ; for all our Ideas, let in by our Senſes, are 
caſt and moulded in the Frame of Matter, and all our Concluſi- 
ons, and workings of our Ideas, are agreeable thereto, and are 
implicated with the Texture of the Brain, which a Fall from a 
Horſe, or a ſmall Contuſion, willdeſtroy, and break the Regu- 
larity of our Thoughts at once. | mW | 
Yet ſome Powers of the Underſtanding, tho' they ope- 
rate upon theſe humane Ideas, have a Superiority of the hu- 
mane Mind, and produce a right and well-inform'd Underſtand- 
ing; and ſtrike out thoſe noble Concluſions ſome call innate 
Ideas, and Mr. Lock denies to haye any Exiſtence at all. I — 
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call em, for Explanation, innate Powers, to form thoſe Con- 
eluſions of eternal Truths. 151 . 


But ſtill; it is very preſumptive to ſay, the Soul has no nn 


Knowledge, becauſe we can judge of that Being only by hu- 


mane Perception; and it cannot vindicate it's own Character till 
it is diveſted of Fleſh and Blood, and thoſe Windows, the 


Senſes, that let the Ideas in. The Soul has independant Powers 
of theſe Senſes, and thoſe Powers are cogitative. The Will is 
cogitatiye, as I have proy'd before, and that has no Dependance 


upon the Senſes, for all the Underſtanding let in by them is a 


Weight upon the Will, and obſcures rather than illuſtrates the 


Nature of Things. In what Manner the Soul may underſtand 


without the Body we know not, but we may conjecture, it ſees 
more freely and independantly than after its Combination with 


Matter: And this is confirm'd by the Obſervations we may make 


of the vaſt Difference in the Genius's of Men; fo very great, 
that they ſeem different Beings, inclos'd in the fame Tenemerits 
of Clay. A wiſe Man, in whom the Soul works up the moſt 
noble Cone uſions, influencing his Life by the Force of eternal 
Truths, into the Practice of Virtue, and acting according to the 
Dignity of his Nature, is as much beyond a Sot, a Fool, a 


| Rake, anda Knave, as they are Diſgraces to the Figure of a 


Man they afſume. | 8 

I ſay, Mr. LZock's Scheme of Humane Underſtanding is 
too narrow, and his whole Book deſerves only the Name of an 
Eſſay towards Logick, for that is all the Ends it anſwers. He 
talks very much of combining and comparing Ideas, and makes 


it no Contradiction that Matter ſhould perform all this; and he 


might as well ſay, the Images let into a dark Room may be mo- 
aeſ'd, form'd, — rang d — than mechanically by the 


Impreſſion they take from a white Wall. Is it not a Contradicti- 


on tor Matter to create the World? For Action to he generated 
from Stillneſs? And Intelligence from Non- Intelligence? But, 


for Complaiſance, he ſometimes allows us a Soul. When he 


ſays, all may be periorm' d without one, he may take it back if 


he pleaſes; the Materialiſt has his Ends, and may make the Uni- 


verie God, for when you — given Underſtanding, you may 
ive any other Powers to Matter. 655 | 
n to believe, Logick and Opticks may have ſome 
Affinit y, but Metaphy ſicks and Opticks have very little Corre- 
ſpondence: And ſurely it is a very imall Progreſs into humane 
Underſtanding, to go no further than the Experiment of a dark 
Room; and tho he may let in Light and Colour, he will ſind it 


very difficult to let in the [dea of Virtue, thro a little Hole 7 


big as a Pea. 
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I vill ſuppoſe, for once, Mr. Lock put into 2 dark Room, 


fitted up according to the known Experiments, by Inſtructions 
from che Saugyards in the Streets, whoſe Livelihood and Gain 
that Vehicle is. I will ſuppoſe, moreover, all the Ideas from 
the external World permitted to. entet in. I will, moreover, 


give him 2 Power of combining, comparing theſe Ideas as he 


N be ſhall have all the Variety of Birds, Fow! and Fiſh 


re him: He may, perhaps, make a Centaur, by putting a 


Horſe and a Man together, but I defy him to make Virtue front 
any Operation be can perform there. We may ſafely, there- 
fore, explode that old preſcriptionary Maxim, nil eſt in intel- 
edu quid non prius ſuerit in ſenſu. We have nothing in the 
Underſtanding which was not firſt in the Senſes, for the moſt 

orious Part of humane Knowledge is Intuition. Some Truths 
it ſees as they are, and this accounts for the univerſal Aſſent of 
Mankind to eternal Truths, as God himſelf ſaid, Gen. 3. 22. 
Behold the Man is become as one of us, to know Geod and Evil. 
By comparing a Right Angled and an Obtuſe Angled Triangle, 
a mechanical Underſtanding may form a new Idea of the Difſſi- 
militude, but from contemplating for ever, he will never find 
apy moral Turpitude in one Triangle more than in the other, 
Moral Similitude and Diſſimilitude are innate Ideas for this 
Reaſon, becauſe the Soul forms its abſolute Judgment upon them 
in itſelf, by a Congruity and Diſcongruity with its own Nature: 
And if Goodand Evil have Ideas meaſur'd by Congruity and 
Diſeongruity, the Congruity and Diſcongruity muſt be Ideas 

likewiſe, and conſequently innate ; otherwiſe we form a manifeſt 
Circle for to prove the Ideas of Good and Evil from the Con- 
gruity and Diſcongruity in the Soul: And to prove that Con- 


gruity and Diſcongruity from the Ideas of Good and Evil, is 


no better; but what Congruity or Diſcorgruity can there be 
in the Soul, with Ideas that is not cogitative? Congruity is 


meaſuring one. Being, Subſtance, Power and Quality by ano- 


ther; and the Congruity with an Idea muſt have the Being, 
| Subſtance, Power or Quality of an Idea: When all the ra- 
tional Part of Mankind form the ſame Concluſion, by Things 


being caſt into the ſame Mould of the Underſtanding, the Soul 
muſt have Judgment. and Perception Previous to the entrins | 


in from without, of thoſe Ideas. | : 
Reaſon, you ſay, forms a Judgment in the Mind, by the 
ons of the Underſtanding ; but how is the Idea of Vir- 
tue let into the Underſtandirg 2 The Name alone forms no- 
thing; the Idea therefore muſt be the Image of 1 
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no ſimple Ideas from without to form Concluſions from. 


The Words good and Evil we will ſet aſide, and only | 
termines that ſuch I hings are agreeable to its Nature, and o- 


thers not. M hat is agreeable to the Nature of the Soul, is 


by all agreed upon to be the ſame; and the contrary, we fix 
a Word upon by way of a Mark, to diſtioguith it as: 


gain, 


” Improy'd- Reaſon will always form rational Concluſions, 1 


readily do grant: but what are the Concluſions themſelves, 


why that ſuch Things are agreeabls to the Soul, and other 
not? Or why doe we judge and determine with Pleaſure upon 


one, and with Eatred to the other? _ | 
S1n comes from another Principle, not from the Pleaſure a- 


riſing from rational Leductions, but from a Pleaſure ariſing 


from corporeal Senlations, utterly different from the other. 
The Soul is never pleas'd with Sin, it abhors, loaths, and de- 


teſts it, and from thence proceeds the Heavineſs, and with 


the French the Peſanteur in the Soul, upon the committing 
an ill Action. | | | 

The Soul certa'nly has a preyious Diſpoſition to hate and 
love, and this diſpoſition can ariſe from no other Powers than 


thoſe of Thought, for Matter can take no ſuch Impreſſionz 


Matter can neither love nor hate. it being Congruous, only to a 
determinate Quantity of Extenſion, of the Space it fills up, 
or to another Body apply'd to the Surface thereof, and mea- 


ſur'd by the ſame Lines in common. 


| Upon the whole I conclude, the Soul is in it ſelf a think- 
ing Being, thg Image of Cod; that is, it bears, a Reſemblance 
to his eternal Rationality, determines and judges by its innate 


Powers, and forms all its rational Concluſions from eternal 
Truths, of which it has a perfect innate Knowledge; the Ideas 


fall into that Mculd, and there receiye their Stamp into 
Brightneſs and ſhining Truths; for which Reaſon the Pſalmiſt 
ſays of Princes, they are Gods, becauſe upon the Judgment- 
Seat they are ſuppoſed to determine ablolutely by their in- 
tuitive Knowledge into Right and Wrong 

. The Ideas of the Soul may for once be divided into two 
ſorts, the Images of material and of immaterial Things; ma- 
terial Ideas I willingly grant, are not innate, and with them 


we can deal tolerably well: But I hope it will be granted, 


that no comparing the Similitude and D iſſimilitude of mate- 
jial Ideas, can produce other than material ones. If 3 
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lodg'd in the Underſtanding from the Beginning; for there are 
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82 Of the SrATE of the DRA. 

bine never ſo many mathematical Figures together, or to ſpeak 
in other Words, Figures that have * 4 and Diviſibili- 
ty, you only encreaſe the Number of ſuperficial Lines, or 


the ſolid Content of that Body, and by Diviſion you take a- 


way what was added beſore, and comparing theſe Ideas, is 
only a mental Diviſion and Subſtraction, in the ſame manner as 
I compare the Proportion or habitude Nambers have to each 
other; and all theſe Ideas complex or ſimple, can produce no 
Image of immaterial Things. „ 7 
How then do we come at the Originals of the Images of 
of immaterial Things? For all Copies have Originals, and I 
ſhould be glad to know from whence they are taken; you 
may ſay the immaterial World affords em, no doubt the Ori- 
ginals are all depoſited there; but in what manner do they 
tranſmit their Ideas or Images to the Mind? 
If you ſay it is by Reflection in the Mind; if there are no 
innate Ideas, none can be produce d. 1 Dee 8 | 
I The Ideas that enter in hy reading and Converſation, muſt 
Arſt have entred into the Mind of Man by ſome other Means, 
and this amounts to no more than reſolving the Queſtion 


what the Earth ſtands upon: To ſay it is an Elephant, and 


that the Elephant ſtands upon a Joint-Stool; for 1 would ask 
how the - firit Man Adam came by his Ideas of Virtue and 
Morality ? I ſay, they muſt be form'd in the Mind, and that 
no ſuch Formation could be without innate Ideas. | 
"This is indeed the great Argument of all, and when this is 
over, we have done with the Operations of the Mind. 
For Ideas that cannot enter into the Mind. by the Media- 
tion of the Senſes, muſt enter ſome other way, or be form'd 
therein, by ſome particular Operation of the Soul. 
* Inſpiration 1 grant will furniſh the Mind with Ideas, if God 
pleaſes to grant us that kind of Inſpiration: but this my Ad- 
verſaries will no more grant than innate Ideas themſelves; ac- 
cording therefore to their Scheme, that all Ideas are trom with- 
out, hereis no room left for their Entrance in: I ſay there- 
fore the Images muſt be in the Mind previous to any o- 
— therein that is pretended to produce them aſter- 
wards. | EET. „„ 
Mr. Lock allows Objects for all his Operations of the Soul; 
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ther; and Ideas for that Reaſon muſt have an indiſſoluble 
Connection With the Operation by which they are form'd, 


as a Stamp muſt have 


the Impreſſion it gives, | r 09 | 
But when we come more nearly to conſider the Operations / 
of the Soul, you may as well know the Nature of them, as 
judge of Cauſes by the Effects. The Will muſt be an intelli- 
gent Principle, becauſe it produces intelligent Effects, and 
that the Will is innate, has, I think, been clearly proy'd be- 
fore; and without the Knowledge of Things the Will could 
be no Will, becauſe Will ſuppoſes a particular Determination 
to one Object more than another; and without Intelligence 
no ſuch Determination could be produc'd. 1 

The Will determines all the Actions of the Soul; there can 
be no Reflection without a Will to reflect, nor comparing or 
combining Ideas; for an unintelligent Jumble, as I have prov d, 
produces no Thought. | 8 | | | 

Moreover Judgment is not the Conſequence of the before- 
mention d Operations, but previous thereto ; it is an intelli- 
gent Power of the Soul; for the Letters of a Preis caſt into 
the Form of Virgils Ancids, or Horace's Art of Poetry, pro- 
duce no Intelligence in the Letters. The Judgment of the 
Man who reads and underſtands em, makes the Senſe of Fir- 
gil in one as of H race in the other. I conclude the Pow- 
ers of the Soul are Thought, and therefore Mr. Tock's Scheme 
of Human Underſtanding produces no more Thought than 
Pinchbeck's Machine would do in its way: I conclude, that 
ho wever the Soul may be clouded by human Perception, it 
has the major Powers of Will and Judgment independant of. 
the Body innate and co-exiſtent, that over-bear even human 
Perception it ſelf, and form eternal Truths in the Mind. | 

To call the Soul a raſa tabula, as Mr. Leck does, ſhews great 
Defe& of Judgment in that great Man in that particular; 
for let the Ideas flow into the Mind like a Torrent, I deſire 
to know how the intelligent Operation is ſtruck up firſt, Un- 
intelligent Operation only changes Situation of Parts; do the 
unintelligent Ideas work upon the operative Power firſt, and 


the {ame Figure and Formation with 


2 


begin the Dance; or does the operative Power work upon 


them as they come in: But how do theſe Ideas awaken: the 
intelligent Power, awaken the Will to diſpoſe, and the Judg- 
ment to know the Similitude and Nifimititude of Ideas, for 
Perception alone will caſt no perfect Underſtanding of. 

The World I hope will pardon me, if I ſay Mr. LZock's 
own Ideas of Judgment and Will, are the beſt W 
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. 84 Of the SrATE of the DEAn. 
could haye brought to prove; there are no innate Ideas, for 
his zre new, and wretchedly patch'd up upon this Sub- 
ect. 1 1 | | 5 3 5 a. 
! I need ſay no more of this Argument here ; I haye proy'd 
the Soul-to” have innate Judgment, and from thence proceeds 
in Man's Opinion, the univerſal Conſent to univerſal Truths. 

I ſhall crave leave to make one Obſeryation more upon the 
Squl's Improvement in Knowledge, from the Gradations of 
our Infancy, Juvenility, and more experienc d Age. 

The Soul may receive a new ſort of Knowledge by the 
Windows of the Senſes, and may improve therein; before the 
organical Conſtruction of the Body is impair d, and the 

pirits are . and vigorous, it is let into the Secrets of 
the mechanical Operations of Nature, as to tlie World about 
ua, and of Men and material Things, and in ſhort all the 
nowledge that depends upon our Ideas let in by our Sen- 
ſes; and lo far it may be ſaid to have a more large and ex- 
tenſive Knowledge than it had before | 
But the Knowledge of immaterial Things is, for ought we 
know, retarded by the corporeal Union, which indeed I be- 
lieve conceals a great Part of our ſelves from our ſelves; but 
ſtill we may find out the Image of our Maker in ſeveral In- 
ſtances of the Diſpoſition of the Soul. | 


* > 1 0 . 


It ſeems in this World never to be at reſt, as the its Situ- 
ation was uneaſy, and it aim'd at ſomething better, and even by 
is Errors we may form a Notion of its right Diſpoſition. 
Some aim at Power, others Riches, and ſome few Know- 
ledge; but as there is no Summit in any Part of human 
Lite, the moſt fortunate in obtaining what they wiſh and 
— are aliyays upon the Step on this Side the Grave. 
nowledge is an unſatiable Thirk ; Power an unfathomable 
Gulph, and Riches an inexhauſtible Fund. When the Body 
is at reſt, and the Appetites blunted by Satiety, the Soul 
_ firuggles in the Breaſt for one or other of theſe; and very 
few Men can by Philoſoby and Reaſon temper their Minds in 
uch a manner, as to keep the Soul perfectly in peace in this 
tate; for if it gets above the more ſordid views of Ambition 
and Coyetouſnets, every new Accefhon of Knowledge is de- 
ltightfu', the Soul makes uſe of his Contemplation upon its Wl 6f 
new. Improyements, to form Speculations for Admiration or 
Uſe; and what Wrings and Tortures it finds when it ſtops at ee 
the Load · ſtone, and other unaccountable ſecret Tranſactions ra 
of Nature, Man ſeldom acquieſces in the Power of God, he hi 
Acts to no] every Spring of this created Machine; and þ 
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Of the STAT® of the DRAB 85 
when he is diverted from this inward Proſpect, he hates 
Bounds to his Sight, he craves the moſt fGnconfin'd Proſpect, 
and graſps at Infinity. Theſe inward Paſſions are ſome- 
thing morc than the Effects of a CoMbination of Ideas. The 
Souls of Brutes are conſcious, and they have ſome low and 
faint Reſemblances of Reaſon, but their Views are not ſo large; 
their Peace is ſoon procur'd, and. all their Cares with Fobc 
and Reſt are laid aſleep; but Man's Peace in this World is 
ſcarce to be had, his Soul is too great for his Body, and to 
ule Mr. Dryden's Expreſſion, frets it to decay. 


* 
os . 


I conclude what Reſt it enjoys in a middle State, is cons 


ceal'd from our Knowledge, and we can come at only naked 
Conjectures, without Ground, and witliout Foundation: hut 
how I am brought back to my firſt Afſertion, that the Soubin 
the other State may think and ſee much more clearly than it 
does in this; that it is a poor and mean Notion; that it wants 
human Perception and human Ideas to perfect its Happineſs in 
the middle State. 171 1 . | 7212 
If it has no conſcious Guilt, if it has a ſiirs Confidence of 
future Happineſs, and is at perfect Peace, the reſt we muſt 
wait to know when we are dead, and I fhall conclude with 
this moraſ Obſeovatirn, It is better to know with Cumfert, than 
to feel and know. 28 WE RY, poet 
This is as much as need to be ſaid upon this middle State, 
The Doctor 


ficulties he and others, particularly Mr. Teck, ſtopt at, ſeem: xa» 


ther to proceed from a too low Notion of the Power of the 
Deity, than from any rational Obje&ion againſt the ſame; for 


the Scripture is plain againſt him, and ſo are the Fathers. 
Mr. Lock, inſtead of arguing like a fair rational Man, quib- 
bled with the Word Identity, ſometimes to take away the 
whole Body; ſometimes a Part thereof, and all under a Cover 


to weaken the Power of Divine Revelation, and to make the 


Scriptures ſeem contradictory, or to give an uncertain and in- 


ſuffcient Light. Dr. Burnet is more candid, and plainly tells 


tis we ſhall have new Bodies fram'd, as Caſes for the Soul, 


after the Reſurrection. | ; 8 

identity, to give a clear Notion thereof, as all Definitions 
of this Nature will bear, is to be diſtinguith'd firſt. 
An Identity of Eſſence, when any H article of Matter res 
ceives Exiſtence from the Power of God, Identity is the u- 
ration of that Exiſtence, till that Particle ot Matter is anni; 
hilated-. 8 5 
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goes further, and when he cmes to the Reſurs 
rection, denies the Reſurrection of the ſame Body. The Dif- 
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$6 Of the SrATE of the DEAD. 
Identity of Genus is; relative. only, as when all Matter of 2 
certain ſort of Combination, by Similitude, and Compariſon 
is ſaid to be of the. ſame kind © 
Identity of Species, is when the Diviſion of the Genus are 
. together; and one general Term is affix'd thereto ; 
for Example . He $4047 


Human Nature is a general Definition, and- human Nature | 


is always the ſame, while the Similitude thereof is preſerv'd 
in the World. Man and Woman are two diſtin - Species of 


that Genus; and while the Similitude is preſerv'd, the lame 


a ©. 


Therefore Flux and Reflux of Parts while the Similitude 
remains,- does not deſtroy. the Identity of the Species; and 
a River is ſaid to be the lame River, tho' the Identical E(- 
ſence of the Parts is not two Moments there together, if the 
Similitude remains. | 
But a Diſcontinuation of this Similitude deſtrovs the Iden- 
tity; as when a River is dry'd up, and flows no more for 
ſome Ages, and the Channel is open d again by Art, or by 
fome natural Accident, it will be termd à new River, I term 
therefore generieal or ſpecifical Identity, a Continuance of Si- 
militude in the manner of exiſting ot particular Beings; and 
if even the Parts of my Soul were to fly, or wear off as the 
Parts of my Body do, in decay, I ſhall be ſtill the ſame Man 

ſtanding at the Reſurrection I was when I committed my Sins 

feyen Years before, tho' not one Identical Particle of that firſt 
Compoſition then ſubſiſted. 'E Vo 
But the Intervals between Death and the Reſurrection de- 
ſtroy that Continuance, nay no Man will ſay St. Pauls Church 
is the ſame with that burnt down in King Charles Reign; 
nor that my Son — from my Loins is the ſame Man 
with me; becauſe he has not the ſame Similitude of Exiſtence 
at the ſame time with me. 5 ET | 
The Nature of this Similitude is next to be conſider d; it 
is a'Succefſion of Parts, under the ſame Dimenſions of Space, 
and in the ſame Manner. The Prior Parts =2ifted before, to 
keep the Denomination of the ſame Body ; but to keep the 
Denomination of the lame Species, but it muſt have external 


Similitude, as to Figure, and internal Similitude, as to Qua- 


lities and Operations; for none will ſay, a Barber's Block, is 

the ſame with the real Man, tho' the Face be colour'd neyer 
ſo nearly, to repreſent Fleſh and Blood, 
This brings me to the next Diſpute, how far Mancation de- 


ſtroys chis Identity; for as a River, by being divided into | 


many 
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Of the STATE of the DEAD. 87 
0 many Streams, may loſe its Name. So would Man, if he could 
2 be ſappoſed ſplit into Halves, and ſubje& to Numerical Divi- 
ion, but as he conſiſts of Soul and Body; the Body is the 
re Manſion of the Soul, and the pulling down a Part thereof, 


0; will not deftroy the Species, provided there is enough left ſor 
the Soul to dwell in and Animate. There the Integrality that 


re gives Denomination to the Species, is to be found. | 

d To conclude, if a Body moulders in the Grave, and there is 
of no Succeſſion of Parts to keep up the Integrality thereof, there 
ne can be 10 relative Identity for the Reaſons above given; and 

| if the ſame Body ariſes, it muſt be an effential Identity of the 
de Parts brought together, in the ſame Situation they were in be- 
nd fore the Continuity was diſſolvd by Putrefaction in the 
iſe Grave; for otherwiſe it is Creation, new Formation, but no 


he Refurrection of the ſame Body, Mr. Lock therefore and Dr, 
Burnet, both contradict, as will appear the plain Senfe of 
n- Scripture; and I am not afraid of bringing it to the Deciſion 
for of 1 chr. 15. 12. Now if Chriſt be preach d that he roſe from 
by the Dead, how ſay ſome among you, that there is no Reſurrec- 
rm tion of the Dead. I deſire to know what Conlequence St. Paul 
Si- could draw for a new Formation of a Body, to caſe a Soul 
nd after Death, from Chriſt going down to the Grave, and ri-. 
the ſing from the Dead with his Body: There could be no Ar- 
an gument in this Chapter, for a Reſurrection, if the Analogy 
ins was not perfeatly the ſame ; that we are to rile as he did; and 
rſt that Saint referred to the Reſurrection of the Body, is plain, 
from the Strain of the Argument, running in one continued 
de- Concatenation, to v. 35. but fome Man will ſay: how are the 
rch Dead raiſed up, and with what Body do they come, He applies 
n; this Queſtion to the Identity, and non Identity of the Body; 
zan and further argues, v. 36. Thou Fool, that which th:u ſowe 
nce diet not quicken, except it die. The Similituds he uſes of Seed, 
t into the Ground; and the immediate Effect of Quicken- 
it ing of Vegetation, would be very ill applyed to the Forma- 
ice, tion of a new independant Body, from the old one, at tne 
to Diſtance of Ages: Moreover the Meaning of the Text, is, that 
the the old Body muſt ferment and putrify, to put vegetative Life 


-na into the growing Embrio in its Womb; for both Vegetation 
ua- and Animal growth, proceed from Fermentation. This Phi- 
, is loſophy, St. Paul knew very well; and I ſay, the Diſcontinu- 
ver ance from the Death to the Reſurrection, can have no Rela- 


tion to the cleſe Connection, between the Cauſe and the Ef- 
de- fe: It might have Relation indeed, to a Succeſſion of Seeds, 
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88 Of the STATE of the DRA D. 
but here is no Action, no Communication, but a long Series of 
dead Time and non exiſtence between. eee eee 
Upon the whole, the Scope of St. Paul's Argument is this, 
To the Queſtion, What ſort of Bod y muſt ours be at theKeſur- 
rection? It is a mean Objection; for as a Seed put into the 
Ground putriſies, and ſends forth by that fermenting Putrefaci- 
on its own. Species, quicken'd and in full vegetative Lite, fo 
Sol = rg ooatbe ours, after Putrefaction in the Grave, afte» 
s being ſown in Corruption riſe in Incerruption, v. 42. f. e. after 
its being ſown eorruptible * to — 3 hey riſe in In- 
corruption, gloricy d and ſolid: It is, lays he, ſemn à natural 
Body, and rais'd a fpiritual Boch, v. 44. 1 think the 54th Verſe 
puts an entire End tothis Diſpute, So when this corruptible ſhall 
have put en Mneorraption, and this Mortal ſhall have put on Im- 
anertality, he reſers to that Corruptibility mention'd upwards, 
. 2. ſown in the Ground, and there putrifying, and afterwards 


a will 4 ; 
— 
A | 

r 


raiſed in In corruption. e 1 
But tho this Chapter is inconteſtably plain; our Adverſaries 
will by no Means acquieſce therein: I hey put Caſes of Man- 
Eaters, and the Impoſſibility of the Identical Farts being in Two 
Men, at the ſame as tho' the Power of God that made the 
World; could not by his providential Care, prevent ſuch Con- 
tradictions from coming in the Way; and Mr. Lock himfelf, 
would not pretend to ſay, there is a Nation in the World 
that ſubſiſts upon Man's Fleſh only, ſo that the Suppoſition, is 
purely Imaginary and Arbitra rr. 
There are other Texts moreover, as full, tho" not ſo Philo. 
ſophical as the 1 Or. 15. tho! nothing will ſerve Mr. Zock, 
except his o Way of Expreſſion. The ſameneſs of the Senſe 
will not ſerve his own, without the Sameneſs likewiſe of his 
Way of Expreſſion; as Mr. Holdſworth has lately oblerved: 
Where St. Paul ſays, Rom. 8. 11. He that rais d up Chrift from: 
the Dead ſhall quicken ow merta] Bodies. Here is no Room for 
a Metaphor, except Chriſt roſe metaphorically, according to the 
ancient Gnefticks: He ſays expreſly, the ſame Power that rais d 
up Chriſt from the Dead ſhall quicken our mortal Bodies. 
2 This ſquares with the Epiſtle vo the Corinthians, for it was very 
4 common fur the Apoſtles firſt, and the Fathers afterwards, to 
* make the Reſurrection of Chriſt an Argument for our Reſur- 
xection, becauſe he was to paſs through the ſame Changes in the 
mort Space from his Death to his Aſcenſion into Heaven, as we 
are from our Deaths to our Reſurrection and Reception into 
Heaven. I conclude, that our Bodies are to be quicken'd as his 
Was, wo are to go to Hades as he has done, and we are hates 
CPS Q | to 


a ee Ehud . Os * 


CE 1 * <<" r * x e- TAX. ” ad 5 N 
* 5 a8 3 9 9 TR K 
* N a * FF - * 8 * 
„ * . * 


Of tbe Sr TE of the DEAD: 85 
o berecetv'd into Heaven, and to the beatifick Viſion, whithes 
he is gone before to ———— ee r en e . 
The Analogy is in Part carried on, Phil. 3, 20, 21. F oa + 


- 


Converſation-is in Heaven, ſrom whence alſo ws lock fer the Savious 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall change our vile 3 may 


le ſaſbia d like unto his gloridus Bech. This will by no Means 
come under the Notion of Creation, new Formation, &c. Its 


plain, therefore, we ſhall ſee him in a glorious Body, as our vile 


finful ones will at that Lime become. 


t ĩs very ſurpriſing to me, Men ſhould: argue with ſo much 


Vigour and Strenuoutneſs againſt an Hypotheſis] ſo plainly ex- 


ue in Scripture, and ſo ſtrongly aſſerted by the univerſal 
radition of the Church. When no rational Olye&ion lies, and 


they on their {ide only contend to ſtraiten the Power and narrow 


the Providence of God. It ſeems moſt rational, the ſame Bodies 


hould rife; The Companions for which we” facrifice often too 


much ſhould give us a particular Senſation of Puniſhment ade- 


quage to our Crimes: As for our Erjoyments in Heaven with 


our fpiritualiz'd Bodies, I ſhall ſay leis, becauſe that is a Mite» 


ry, and I am not, with ſome Men, above ſubmitting to Miſte- 
res, who act more like Boys juſt come from the Univerſity, 


than like rational Creatures, they confeſs by their Arguments 
the Weakneſs of Human Reaſon, and yet give it a Superiority 
cver divine Wiidom.  *. 5 

This ſeems to be a very whimſical Hereſy, The Gnaſticks 
bimbouzled away all the corporeal Reſurrection. Theſe Men 
contrive in their own Heads a Scheme for a new Body, and our 
Doctor Burnet argues in ſuch a peculiar Manner againſt the nu- 
nerical Reſurrection, that I was ready to laugh at his Funeral 
Oration. His Horror and Dread for the Reſurre&ion of the ſame 
Bad y, flow from an Apprehenſion, that his old dry wither'd 
Carcaſs ſhould be preferred to his juyenile one, ripe for Pleaſure 


and florid in its Bloom,; that his Fingers with which he guided 
his Pen to write the harmonious Theory of the Earth, thould 


be laid aſide, and his oſd Carcaſs only be taken into Heaven. 
There is ſome Modeſfy, indeed, in net giving God the ble- 
miſh'd of his Flock, but {till it is to be hop'd, the old Man 
was better prepar d for Heaven than the young one; and I am 
very much {urpriz'd to find the Doctor in ſo much Concern about 
ugly Faces there. This is, indeed, a real Subje& of Ridicule, 
and it is equally impertinent to ask what Body hall riſe when St. 
Paul expreſly ſays, The Body that putriſies in the Grave ſhall be 
quickend, put on Incorruptibility and Immortality. 


& of the Far of the Deas. 


.. much is ſufficient, for the preſent, to to obſerve, concern. 
the Scripture Proofs for the Reſurrection of the ſame Body, 


1 not inſiſt on more, N . © full and expreſſive ts 


the Pur | os bk . 

. Primitive Chriſtians ok up this DoRrine, Yuſtin Mar- 
iyr, At „ and renews, to whom I may add Tertullian, 
who argues, That it would be very unjuſt, that the Body, torn 
and rent Ar nec or ſnould be rejeaed, and a ner one ſub- | 
fituted to be-crown'd with Glory. He ſays, it was the Here 
tick'Zucen's Opinion, That at the Reſurrection the Body and 
Soul N he diffoly'd, and a Third Being ſubſtituted in their 

in his Book & Reſurrectiane 3 And he has this 
; Seren E + 19mge- MW Corpus id indiuiduum reſurgit, That 
: hae” 2 it ĩs — the Oppugners of this Doctrine were the 
Hereticks, of that Age, who crucify'd Chriſt in Effigy, and gave 
him only the Effigies of an . and to us, the my 
of 2 r 
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N the fourth Age, we have the Author of the 

. Queſtions and Anſwers to the Orthodox, in Ju- 

m Martyr, all agreeable to Juſtin's own Opinion of 
the State of the Dead; in his Anſwer to Queſtion 
goth, concerning the Time of Retribution, he has theſe 
Words, Te yar wpo dvardozo; F ixdgw BeCarmuiyay e N dH 
| doors Vivera there is no Retribution before the Reſurrection, 
3 for the paſt Tranſactions of our Lives, and clearing the Ob- 
jection ot the Thiets being taken into Paradiſe ( Queſt- 

ion and Anſwer 76) he adds, 30 - yiyes 75 Ae 

Kc. The Thief by entring into Paradiſe, received 

155 this Benefit, by having this Reward for his Faith, to 
bie be thong ht wort hy, to be joined with the Congregation 
F Saints, to be reſerved to the Day of * 

and general Reward.” . | x 

St. Chryſoſtome, lays 10 great a Streſs upon the 

Re ſurrection, that without the ſame, he renders the 

| Immortality of the Soul of no Effect, and all the 
Saints are to have, before that Time, of very little 
Conſequence, as. to the Fulneſs of Beatitude and 
Remuneration. Conſult him upon 1 Cor. xv. upon 
theſe Words, sf in this Life only, &c. Tr xiyus & 
Hans , ̃ ß). 

M hat ſayeſt thou, Paul, if in this Life only, we haut 
Hope, unleſs the Body riſes, tho the Soul were to re- 
main, and be Immortal: He anſwers himſelf, Tho) the 
Soul were to remain, and be a thouſand Times ever im- 
mor tal; yet it would never receive thoſe ineffable Bleſ- 
ſings without the Body, nor its Puniſhments ;, all Things 
will be manifeſt before the Tribunal of Chriſt, that eve- 
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ry one as receive what he bas done in his Body, whe- 
ther good or ill; therefore, the Apoſtles ſays, That if 
our Fiope were only in this Life, we ſhould be the moſt 
Miſerable, for wmleſs the Body were to riſe, the Soul 


could not receive its Crown, being not inveſted with the 


Jeppineſs Henn... 
*, Chryſoftome, explains and confirms the ſame Opi- 
nion, by Examples and Similitudes, upon Heb. xi. 


39% 40, receives not the Promiſe ;, that they without 
us, ſhould not he made perfect; his Words are eine 


bd , 
2 * 


r 


Seen . kt Hi, K S. 3 
Th: > They have not received, but expect their Reward, 


hey who by their Deaths have cloſed up. ſo many Af- 
ions, haue not they received their Reward ; but you 


who have not gone through the Skirmiſh, are impatient, 


Con ider, 1 it is enough for Abraham, and the A- 
2 le Paul, to expett, if you likewiſe wait for your 
conſummation, before you have your Reward : and 


| he proceeds to ſhew in the Series of this Argument, 


D r p q . . 
"WC _ 5 2 SS a. 8 2 


3 8 1 » k n 


1 Quid ais Paule quo modo in hac vita tantum ſpem ha- 


fueris ut tune tandem poſſnt Mercedem, recipera. 


bea mus niſi corpus reſurgat liret animà maneat & immortalis 
fit ? reſpondet ſibi; licet maneat anima, licet millies, eſſet immor- 
talis, ut eſt, bona illa ineffabilia fine Corpore non reportaret; 

uemadmodum nec punietur, omnia enim manifeſta buntur ante 


Tribynal Chriſti ut unuſquiſq; que fecit itidem recipiat in 


1 6 ſive bona ſiye mala, propterea dicit Apoſtolus, fi in hac 
ita tantum ſpem in Chriſto haberer mus, omnium eſſemus miſ- 
errimi; niſi enim reſurgat corpus incoronata. manet anima, ex- 
tra illam Beatitudinem quz eſt in Oœlis. 


1 Nondum mercedem receperunt {ed ad hue exſpectant, qui 


iſtoc modo obiere in Tanta Tribulatione, nondum receperunt 
Ni ? tantum habent Temporis ex quo vicerunt necdum rece- 
perunt mercedem, vos autem nondum finito certamine Moras, 
zgre fertis. Cogitate quzſo quid & quantum fit, Abrabamum 
& Apaſtolum Paulum, expectantes quando tu Conſummatus 


that 


 APPENDIE o@ 
that the firſt Martyr Abel and Noab, the Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs, were not to receive their Crown' 
before us, ive deire dg M Fepdroy & lg, al ſhall 


receive their Crown at one and the ſame Time. The 


Interval, for theſe Holy Souls, he calls ten wettuex: 


and very often Abraham's Boſom, as you may ſee; 


Hom. 24. upon 1 Cor. 1. Hom. 40, upon Geneſis, all 
the Juſt, he ſays from the Time of Abraham to the 


End of the World, have no other Ambition and 


Deſire, than ta reſt in his Boſom ; but this Boſom 
of Abraham was never taken for the chief and ſu- 
pream Glory, All this is confirmed in his ſirſt 
Sermon upon the Reſurrection, in which, he poſt- 
pones all our Hope and Proſpect of Reward, to 
the Coming of our Lord ; nor have we, according 


to him, any other than what ariſes from the Com- 


forts we reap. from Tribulation, and our Exerciſes 


in Chriſtian Patience and Fortitude, that invigorate 


and ſtrengthen the Soul, and to uſe his own Words, 
Philoſophiſe it as we ſee wreſtlers more firmly 
knit in their Robuſtneſs by uſe and ftriving, r 3 
. u) em &yovev Ths p, Y e I & deR droryivat, Y 1 

+ yiov 8 O:s M , ννν , x) m@y 1 TH; d4porCas, nds 


d ron ey. (We ice here, they are all upon the ſame 


Foot with Chryſoſtom.) uiyas rreuber napri wile & wolarg 


TH ns n Gianoropd]ipas m avins. 1 
: "© Aeris in che Ways of Virtue before Hea- 
ven ſhall be opened, before the Son of Man ſhall 
be preſent, and we hall ever have our Retribution 
we ſhall in ſome Meaſure, have received our Re- 
ward, in that our Souls thall be improved in Know- 
lege K. F 


80 


'* Nate, This Homil y of St, Chryſaſtomes upon the Reſur- 


rection, is pretty plain, as to the middle State, he ſays, after 


© So much for the State and Bleſſedlneis of the Saints 
before the Reſur rection, according to St. Chryſoſtome. 

It may be objected, perhaps, that Father in other 
Places extravagantly extols this intermediate Happi- 
neſs. This may be, for Orators are often carried by 
Heat into Expreſſions not weigh'd, to a Scruple, 
in a Ballance. They may be naturally led to this 
1 Diſcourſes, and Funeral Orations, to 

it the Happineſs of thoſe who die in the Lord, 
and none to dimmiſh the ſame, except the naked 
Truth. It's certainly good to comfort the Mind 
againſt the Powers of Death, and to ſuſtain it 
againſt the Terrors of Martyrdom, to raiſe the Af- 
fections, and confirm their Piety, to ſpeak warmly 
of this future Happineſs of the Saints; where it 
would anſwer no Ends to lay it down cooly, and in 
faint Colours. I find, therefore, the Truth and the 
real Sentiments of an Author upon this Subject, in one 
Place below the Mark more worth all the Rhetorical 


Flouriſhes above it. It has been before obſerv'd, * 


the Preacher's Words are not to be taken in the 
fame Senſe” they ſtrike upon the Ears of the Audi- 
ence, for Orators ſpeak and inculcate by Hyperboles, 
as they are carried away by Opportunity, Place, 
Times, and Perſons, down by the Stream of their 
Orations, by the Rapidity of their Affections: 
This is purpoſely done to earry on their Deſign. 
We therefore do not wonder thedacred Orators, 
for their Compaſſion to the Dead, or to ſbiten the 


the Body is deſtroy d, . ſhell be renew'd every Day, and im- 
prove in Wiſdom and Virtue both, oopu]:-25 yivouirns x; 
A. es ler ahiove, nropiyns unouoriv , Tor Ehe naficapirng 


V Jurorerięss as is above in the ſame Homily. 
ue Living 


Living, ſweeten' d their Expreſſions, as with a Re- 


gard to the immediate Poſſeſſion of Heaven, and 
the direct Viſion of the Lord; for Heaven, ſome- 


times, largely taken, extends even to the common 
Felicity of Souls after Death. Frequently, by the Fa- 


thers it is ſtil'd Paradice, or Abraham's Boſom, or the 
intermediate State of the Bleſſed, * ſays St. Auguſtine, 
The general Name of Paradice is, when we live happily, 
and is commonly.call'd Heaven. & The Saints en- 


joy an internal Heaven after Death, the external 
they cannot have without the Body, and there- 
fore St. Chryſoſtome muſt ſpeak of the intellectual vi- 


ſion and divine Preſence. The Soul will be nearer 
to God in that ſpiritual State than in this Ppriſon oß 


our Bodies. We ſhall, in a manner, feel the Effi- 
cacy and virtual Preſence of God, as tho' he were 


before our Eyes. But we can never interpret what 


he ſays of the glorious Viſion of God, without 


making him offer Violence to himſelf; for in the ſa- 


cred Authors we muſt obſerve this Rule, That am- 
biguous Expreſſions muſt be compar'd with the clear 


and undoubted ones, and the ſevere and moſt rigid 
with the looſe and popular adapted to the common 


Underſtanding. This is the plain and eaſy Way to 
come at the true and genuine Senſe. | SIA 
Theodoret, OEcumenius, Theophylact, Euthymius, 
were of the ſame Opinion. * Theodoret delivers his 
upon Heb. 11, at the End, and fays, That all are re- 
warded not one before or after another, with a 
Crown of Glory at the Reſurrection, without any 


* 7 & 


* St. Aug. Ep. $7, & de Gen, ad liter, l. 12, C. 34. 
§ Sext Senen. 


* See other Fathers upon this Head, in the Notes of 
in Juſtin, 44. Col. 11, 2. 
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« W 5 a Vidory and e And, upon 
te Words er te Apoſtle, V. 39, 40. And theſe all 
. * ing obtain d a good Keport, thro Faith, received nor 
4 the Promiſe. '—— V. 4. That they without Us ſhould 
* not be made perfect. He has theſe Words, 5 o. ue FI 
e dyarc Tooerer nai ret. And, Many were 
their Swings, but they have not yet races ved rhei 
2 for the God of the Univerſe expects more yet; 
- that after the Race is fmiſt/d, all who have been viftori- 
(us: may receive the Rewards and Crowns of their Victory. 
s ln the fame Senſe, O Ecumenius interprets $ 
Apoſtle concerning thoſe ancient Heroes, famous 
for their Faith xo. ence xe de 755 MG; = 
axerpcivor]es imiceoiay. They, fays the Apoſtle, are 
ftell unrewarded, expecting our Miniſtration or Coming, 
80 lays Theophila8 upon the Place, 01 eipnpevor 
ile A. All theſe Saints, when they have 
given Teſtimony of having pleas d God by Faith, haue 
not yet reterved the Heavenly Promiſes. + He fays the 
very fame upon the following Verſe, in a manner, 
copy d from St. Chryſeſtome, and is the very ſame 
likewiſe upon Luke 23, || concerning the Thief, who 
was to be in Paradice. He diſtinguiſhes Paradice 
from Heaven, and in that Manner reconciles St. 
Luke with the —_ St. es 0 vg Ang ns, &c. The 


* — 
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is Eorum ergo 1 tot & tanta certamina fed {i tamen co- 
ronam nondum acceperunt expectat enim univerſorum Deus ali- 
orum certamina, ut {oluto ſtadio omnes qui victoriam fuerint aſſe- 

cuti ſimul victores renunciet & remuneretur. Theoph. Heb. 11. 
+ Ilie ſedent irremunerati, noſtram expectantes remuneratio- 

nem. OEcumenius, Heb. 12. 

8 | DiRiomnes ſancti et fi teſtimonium haberent quod Deo per- 
f dem placebant nondum tamen aſſeguti ſunt Coleſtium Bonorum 


Promiſſiones. Tbecph. in loc. 
? Thief 
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£ then gave him his Converſation in Paradice, the 
| Pledge of his Kingdom to come, and of that ineffa- 
; ble Fruition of eternal Benefits, which Eye hath not 
. ſeen, &c. | none of the Juſt have yet receiv'd the 
? Promiſe as the Apoſtle has taught us; afterwards he 
ſhall have the Kingdom deliver d to him, at the Time of 
the univerſal Reſurrection. 5 
This is ſufficient concerning Saint Chryſoſtome, and 
; his Greek Followers. | 3 
i As to the Latins of the Fourth Century, ſee Hil- 
3 lary, Ambroſe, and Auſtin, concerning the State of 
| the Dead, Hillary, in his Commentary upon the 
* Pſalms, frequently touches upon this Argument; 
upon the 139th Pfalm, he makes it an univerſal and 
| inviolable Law for every Soul to go to Hades, and 


ſays, it was done by Chriſt, that he might compleat 

his humane Courſe. | 
He ſays the ſame upon Pſalm 138, That Souls are 

kept in Hades to the Day of Judgment; and the 


— | 9 
* Latro igitur aſſecutus eſt Paradiſum non autem aſſecutus 4 
regnum cœlorum, aſſequstur autem quando & eæteri omnes = 
quos Paulus enumeravit interea Paradiſum habet impreſentia- 9 
rum. Theoph. Luc. 23. : : : | = 
+ Nondum enim quiſquam juſtorum accepit promiſſionem, ve- 


luti Magnus docuit Paulus ſtmodum vero, & huic traderet 
regnum tempore univerſalis Reſurrectionis. Euthy, in Tue. 23. 


H | ſame 


4 


$3 75 12 PEN DIX 
ſuame upon P.. 53. and B, 25 and upon theſe Words, 
3 The Lord ſhatl preſerve thy coming in. Pf, 120, he ſays, 
This keeping does not refer to this World, but to 
the ane of future Good, when departing 
from this Body, in order to enter into the Heavenly 
Kingdom, all the Faithful are in the Cuſtody of. the - 
Lo 5 and there reſerv d in the Boſom of eee 
This is Hillary's Doctrine concerning the State of 
the Dead; as for St. Ambroſe, let the Reader peruſe 
Chap. 10, 11, 12, de bono Mortis. In the Tenth 
Chapter he acknowledges theſe neee for the 
Dead to the Day of Judgment: That Day of 
_crowning, lays he, is expected by All that upon = 
Day the V. anquiſh'd may be put to toy and the Con. 
ö querors receive their Palm of Victory And in the 
x Eleventh Chapter he enlarges upon the Degrees of 
| Joy before the Reſurrection. Fourthly, ſays he, 
I they begin to reflect upon their State of Reſt, as upon 
their future State of Glery; and delighting themſelves 
in their Habitations, they enjoy 4 perfect Tranquility, 
enveſted with Guards of Angels. Laſtly, in Book 2, 
concerning ca n and Abel, he is over and above Rea- 
ſon, in that he ſuppoſes the Souls of the Dead to 
remain to the Day of Judgment uncertain of their 
Fate, in Roe Ten, F The Su Is deliver 4 lee a 


— 


— — — — 


* Gorogn enim Dies expeAatur ab omnibus ut intra eum di: 
em & victi erubeſcant, victores Palmam F e victoriæ. 
Amb. de bono Mort is. . 

$ Quarto quia incipiunt, intelligere requiem ſuam & futuram 
ſuam gloriam prævidere, Eaq; ſe Conſolatione mulcentes in ha- 
bitaculis ſuis cum magna Tranqullitate requieſcunt ſtipatzz Præ- 

didiis Angelorum. 26. 
+ Solvitur & corpore anima poſt finem vitz hujus, adhuc ta- 


=: men futuri nad, ambigua ſ e 
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Body after the End of this Life, and kept in Suſpenſe to 


its future Judgment. So far for Ambroſe. 


St. Auguſtine comes next, who, tho' not very cau- 


tious and modeſt in delivering his Opinions, de- 
clines the Envy and Difficulty of reſolving this Que- 


ſtion; nevertheleſs, in general, he places all pious 


Souls (except the Martyrs) ſeparated from Heaven 
and Glory, in fecret Habitations, to the Day of 


Judgment and of Reſurrection, as the Reader may 


fee, if he conſults his Expoſition upon P.. 36, &. 
Enchiridion ad Laur, C. 118, Geneſ. ad lit. L. 12, 
Ch. 35. de civ. Dei, L. 12, Ch. 9. retract, L. 1, C. 


To produce a greater Cloud of Witneſſes from 


this, or from the ſucceeding Ages, is to no Purpoſe; 
but there are Two Heads from whence all the Ar- 


guments, relating to this Controverſy, flow; the Firſt 


is the Opinions of the primitive Fathers, who ſuppoſe 


the intermediate State to the Reſurrection an im- 
perfect one, and the other is deduc'd from the Uſe 


and Practice of the Church in its Prayers and Obla- 


tions for the Dead: As to the Opinions themſelves, 
F thall reduce them to Two : The Firſt place the 


Saints in the Millennium to reign with Chriſt ; the 


other ſuppoſe Souls to be purg'd in the Conflagration 
of the World, before they are to arrive at Heavenz 
and the Viſion of God: Each have their Patrons 
and Defenders, and moſt in the primitive Ages of 


the Church, as will appear in the Sixth and Ninth 


Chapters; yet both concur that the Saints are not 
immediately to enjoy the ſupream Degree of Happi- 


neſs, the Heavenly Glory, and the Viſion of God; 
and that they muſt have a Purgation before they 
can arrive at theſe. Whether, in theſe Opinions, 
they were right or wrong on either fide, they both 


IL 3 agree 
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too AN REN DTT 
agree with-us as to the main Point, concerning the 
intermediate State. 50 | 


Abe other Head, which includes univerſal Con- 
ſent, is the Uſe and Practice of the Church in its 


ſaered Offices and Liturgies concerning the Dead. 


In theſe Liturgies we have not only Thanksgivings 
and Commemorations, and Oblations, with which 


we have nothing to do here, but even Supplications 
for the Dead; from whence it is plain, in their Opi- 
nions, the Souls, for whom theſe Prayers were 
made, were not arriv'd to their higheſt Glory, and 
the beatifick Viſion of God, yet theſe Prayers were 


__ offer d up for the greateſt Saints, the moſt eminent 
PFatriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Mar- 
tyts, and moſt illuſtrious Lights of the Church, as 


appears from the ancient Liturgies, the dubious and 
interpolated ones as well as from the Conſtitutions 
of Clement, Cyprian, Dioniſius the Areopagite, and 
Whether this Practice is laudable in itſelf or not; 
it is founded upon this, That the Souls of all Kinds, 


except that of Chriſt, were detain d in Hades to the 


Reſurrection, and that theſe Prayers were ſuppos'd 
to be beneficial to them before their Conſummation. 
1 ſay expreſly Prayers, for, befides the Oblations, 

Prayers were offer d for them. This, in my Opini- | 
on is beyond Contradiction; for Example, in the 


Liturgy of St. James, God is ſupplicated, That he 


would give Reſt and Quiet to all departed in the right 
Faith, from Abel to that preſent Day: Remember, 
O Lord God, the Spirits of all Men, whom we remember 


and do not remember, all the Faithful from Abel the 


Juſt to this preſent Day, that they may reſt in the Land 
of the Living, in thy Kingdom, in Paradice, in the 


&c. 
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nud. We have to tlie ſame Pur rpoſe in the other 


Greet and Latin Licurgies, colletied by the Labour 
of learned Men: For the Dead they implor. pre- 
ſent Reſt and future Light and Glory, and in all 
their Offices they directly refer d — the Reſur-· 
rection: Nor indeed was there any Practice in the 
ancient Church which did not exactly anſwer to,oup 


Hades, 
where they all expect the Coming of Chrift, and 
che Sound of the laſt Trumper. 

So much concerning the Teſtimonies: al the Ba- 


thers, taken either by them ſelve or together. It 


may be objected, That all upon that Head is fruit- 
leſs and unneceſſary, in as much as the Papiſts do 


not deny the Aſſent of the Fathers with us, and 
only overbear all down with the Authority of the 


Church, and that in no more early Age than the 
I 58h Century, vix. the Council of Florence, in 
which it was decreed, That the Souls af the Saints 


were immediately taken into Heaven, and ſœe ue 


e in the Trinity as he is. * It is with Grief w 
ſhould ſe the univerſal Church mvolv'd in an Er- 
ror for Fourteen Centuries together, and be found 
at laſt in the Conncil of Florence, extorted by Fravd 
and Art Tom the ou? half- . Greeks. 


— 


* Non recipi in Cœlum et intueri * ipſum Dominum 


| trinum et unum, ſicuti eſt, Conc. Florent: 


{I Let 


Church, than the bare and abſolute Definitien of 
the Convention at Florexce ; we ſhould therefore 
make it off the Foundation of all that Superſtructure 

of the Romiſh pompous Culture of Saints, their 

_ Canonizations, Invocations, and the like; to which 

Let mie add their Images and Reliques. Upon this 
depend all their Pilgrimages, Vows, Maſſes for 
Saints, and the moſt prolifick Invention of Purga- 
tory : And as upon this Thread the whole Weight 
of Superſtition hangs, we ſhall not humour and in- 
dulge, by any Conceſſion of ours, this Redundan- 
cy of Piety, when the Conſequences are ſo great. 


5 All thoſe moſt celebrated ancient Fathers, Tertullian, 

Frenaus, Origen, Chryſeſtom, Theoderet, O Ecumenius, Theophy- 
us, Ambroſius,. Clemens, Romanus, St. Barnard, have not 
2s to this Deciſion of the Council of Florence, « in which, 
ider the moſt nioe Enquiry, it has been defin d, That the Souls 
of juſt Men, before the Day of Judgment, enjoy the beatifick 
Viſion; but, on the contrary, have been of an entirely different 
Opinion. Stapleton's Defence of Church Authority, T. 1, Ch. 2. 
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